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Originally Posted by guy3232 

His organisation wanted support for P.I.E.

That organisation, the IGA, is a massive one, it began with 17 groups and 30 founding members and is now an umbrella group for 750 different organisations today. I don't think you could take its actions as a whole as a reflection of Norris's desires. If you can provide me with the vote where he voted in favour of supporting PIE, I'll agree with you and drop him like a hotcake, but till then the link is tenuous.

The Irish Catholic website (yes, I know) summarises the Daily Mail story thus:

Meanwhile The Mail on Sunday has uncovered in the National Library minutes of the first meeting of the Union for Sexual Freedom in Ireland held on May 10, 1975.
Norris addressed the meeting and according to the minutes, “David said as a child it had been his greatest desire to be molested so he, more than most people, knows the rarity of the homosexual child molester.”
More damningly, it catalogues the support given to a pro-paedophile organisation in the 1980s called the Paedophile Information Exchange (which at the time was a member of Britain's National Council for Civil Liberties).
The Mail reports that Norris was a founding member of the International Gay Association and in the 1980s the association passed two motions.
“One called for the abolition of the age of consent, whilst the second called for an international solidarity campaign on behalf of the Paedophile Information Exchange.
“At the time of the letter, members of exchange were being prosecuted for ‘conspiracy to corrupt public morals’ over ads that appeared in a magazine that were alleged to have promoted indecent acts between adults and children.”
The Mail article draws on records from the Irish Queer Archive.
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Originally Posted by Barabus 

If anyone can tell me where and when this conference was held I may have something to add to this story.

I think the issues of age of consent and paedo stuff has been around the gay scene for years. Please note, I am a gay man and am not in any way suggesting that gay=paedo, etc etc - but I am not in denial the same sort of 'Lolita' syndrome that exists in 'straight' society exists in 'gay' society. And there is a history of (in my opinion) inappropriate discourse and tolerance of it. There is also and has been, on the gay scene, a total rejection of all that paedo stuff - again just like straight society.
Having said that, I think it is legitimate to look at the history of our social and legislative codes and the morality that informed them and discuss that (the issue of a 16 and 17 year old having sex and when is law an ass and when does it work, etc etc.) 
The Irish Gay Rights Movement was established in 1974, and this May 1975 conference was held in Trinity as far as I can ascertain (from the Irish Queer Archive - which is held by the National Library - you can search the main headings but have to physically go to the archive if you want to look at content). The IGRM adopted a constitution as an organisation in 1975. It then split in 1978, and that year the National Gay Federation was founded (the IGRM continued to exist until 1983). Norris (along with a small group of others) was a founder of that and immediately did two things 1) rented a building (Hirschfeld Centre - which they then went on to buy) and 2) set up Hirschfeld Enterprises as a legal device to do business - mortgage, rent, etc (which later, in 1998, went on to take the NGF board to court about who should get the monies from its sale - I have laid all this element out in other threads).
But PIE is mentioned in the archives in the various correspondences - all I know is that there was a hell of an uproar in the 'community' as it was. The idea that is being mentioned in this thread that paedophilia was not much regarded in those days is to my mind incorrect - there were all sorts of debates on this issue (although the understanding we have collectively gained since the early 1990s does make the earlier period look like one of acceptance). In 1977 NAMBLA (North American Man/Boy Love Association was set up (again google it) and for very many gays at the time it was beyond a shameful association.
Also of relevance - in 1978, the International Gay Association was set up (not definite but think there first headquarters were in Brussels). In the light of gay 'liberation' post-Stonewall riots (1969), it became clear to activists in national settings that there was learning to be gained by information exchange and on a human rights level, great use in forming alliances for lobbying and advocacy at the regional and international levels (United Nations particularly but also global organisations such as World Health Organisation (who had classified 'homosexuality' as a pathology and that fact was used by governments across the planet). Anyway - 1978 - set up of IGA, then in 1980, Ireland (NGF with Hirschfeld centre address) is the Secretariat of it (maybe this is why it’s reported as being set up, funded, etc by Norris). It is in this light that much of the PIE correspondence becomes relevant. 
Sometime in the early 80s NAMBLA joined IGA - I do not know how they were accepted, etc, but I do know it was very divisive for some people. The IGA got an L (lesbian) added to its name in the late 80s and had over 500 member organisations form around the globe on its mailing list by the end of the decade. In 1993, it applied for consultative status to the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the UN - the body that oversees the Covenant on Economic and Social Rights (see UN Economic and Social Council) - to represent the gay and lesbian populations regarding this body of human rights, and because of the membership of NAMBLA it was refused. Although ILGA expelled NAMBLA in 1994, the UN ban continued until 2011 (the NAMBLA link being cited year after year) - it was only this July that they gained status. 
Sorry for the very long note - which I provide to give some context of its use. This all probably raises more questions than answers.
