DOUG IRELAND EMAILS 2007 – AL LOEWENSTEIN
Dear Jeff,

   Thanks so much for sending your very interesting piece on dear old Montgomery Hyde, whose "Quest for Love" and a couple of other books of his I'd read many years ago.

   Yes, you are correct about Al Lowenstein, whom I knew quite well (as a young man I was co-director of his only winning campaign for Congress in the fall of 1968.) He never came out in public as gay, because he harbored vain hopes of regaining elective office even after innumerable defeats, although his closet door was inching open a little bit toward the end of his life. In fact, he was rather manipulative, and used to knock up his wife Jenny in anticipation of his election campaigns so she'd have a bun in the oven during them--to have a wife who was preggers, he thought, brought him votes! (As well as betraying his fear of being found out as gay, since he thought having a pregnant wife would put paid to any rumors -- although the rumors about his same-sex proclivities didn't really become all that widespread until the 1970s.)

    And, yes, Al was murdered, by a former protégé who had gone completely bonkers and imagined Al was the head of an International Jewish Conspiracy against him, a chap named Dennis Sweeney. I think Al at one moment had had a crush on Sweeney, whom I remember vaguely from the student civil rights movement (Sweeney's ex-wife, also an activist, was a friend at that time) and I'd wager that Al probably at least made a pass at Sweeney, who was Al's favorite physical type as a young fellow, although I have no knowledge if it was successful. (Al's favorite come-on line was, "Hey, you want to wrestle?" Al had been a college wrestler in his youth.) F.Y.I., here's a piece from the NY Times on Sweeney:

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?sec=health&res=9E0CE7D91430F932A35752C1A964958260
   Al could be an inspiring orator, and the anti-LBJ "Dump Johnson" movement of 1967 -- which led directly to Senator Eugene McCarthy's anti-Vietnam war presidential candidacy the following year and LBJ's disastrous showing against McCarthy in the '68 New Hampshire Democratic party presidential primary, which pushed LBJ to declare he wouldn't run again -- owed a lot to Al's speechmaking abilities, which mobilized many (in fact, McCarthy had rather an antipathy for Al, partly because he was jealous that Al was a much better public speaker. I well remember the founding convention of the Dump Johnson movement in Chicago in the winter of '67, at which Al, who introduced McCarthy, who also spoke, brought the house down with his speech, making McCarthy's subsequent address seem pale by comparison. McCarthy, on whose presidential campaign staff I later served, was royally pissed off.)

    One of Al's great loves, if not his greatest (although I'm fairly sure it was entirely unrequited) was another of his protégés, Greg Craig, who, as an undergraduate at Harvard, was president of the 1967 student body there and very active in the Dump Johnson movement (and quite a looker as a lad, Greg was, I might add: a tall, extremely handsome, pink-cheeked, blond, blue-eyed goy, everything that Al -- who was short, squat, swarthy, and balding, with thick glasses -- was not. Opposites do attract, as they say...) Greg went on to a prominent career as a Washington, D.C. powerhouse lawyer and a Special Counsel to Bill Clinton during the impeachment; here's a piece on Greg the other day from the blog of another of our contemporaries, David Mixner (himself an old political operative, a fellow Dump Johnson and, McCarthy campaign veteran, and longtime gay activist):

http://www.davidmixner.com/2007/03/novak_shocker_g.html 
   Al's huge family apartment with Jenny was on 81st street, opposite the Museum of Natural History, on Manhattan's West Side just off Central Park, and very nearly opposite the lush, thickly-bush-and-tree-covered Central Park area known as The Ramble, which was (and still is) notorious as a gay cruising ground and night-time sexual trysting place, especially in the tunnel under the bridge in The Ramble, where after-midnight group sex was not unknown. Outdoor trysts were never my cup of tea, but friends of mine back then who enjoyed that sort of thing reported seeing Al cruising the area assiduously at night. I don't think Al's choice of location for his apartment was an accident! Well, enough Lowenstein gossip....

   As to the miners' MPs, when I was researching my Wolfenden piece (and I thank you for your kind word about it--this must be the first time I've ever been flattered that someone took the Mick that I am for an Englishman!) I came across this article of reminiscence by Horsfall in which he certainly appeared to confirm what my old pal Hitch had told me, that most of the miners' MPs were against decriminalization:

http://www.gaymonitor.co.uk/wolfenden50.html 
   I'm very ashamed to say, Jeff, that I've never got round to reading your book on Casement (there's never enough time in the busy life of a journalist to read all the books I'd like to read), although I read reviews of it when it came out - I really must get hold of it one of these days. By all accounts it's an admirable work.

  Warm regards,

   Doug

----- Original Message ----- From: "Jeff Dudgeon" <jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com>

To: <direland@nyc.rr.com>

Cc: <allan.horsfall@ntlworld.com>

Sent: Saturday, September 08, 2007 6:25 AM

Subject: "Free the Buggers"--Britain & the Wolfenden

Sorry about the confusion Doug. I only read that the article was in NY's Gay City News (no author given) and assumed you were relaying it. It looked like it had been written by somebody English which I knew you were not. Anyway it was a good read.

I have recently opened up communication with Antony Grey and for the first time read his book Quest for Justice. I would recommend it particularly for the chapters on the parliamentary law reform campaigns in which he was intimately involved from 1957-67. It needs wider circulation. Allan Horsfall could tell you more about the Miners MPs. Some were supportive of reform.

I am right in thinking Al Lowenstein was gay and murdered by someone?

I wrote a piece on Montgomery Hyde for the Wolfenden50 conference which I attach. A shorter 1500 word version was published in the Belfast Telegraph last month.

Regards

Jeff

From: "Doug Ireland" <direland@nyc.rr.com>

Reply-To: euro-queer@groups.queernet.org

To: "Doug Ireland" <direland@nyc.rr.com>

Subject: [euro-queer] New from DIRELAND: "Free the Buggers"--Britain & the

Wolfenden Report

Date: Thu, 6 Sep 2007 20:53:14 -0400

NEW from D IRELAND, SEPTEMBER 6, 2006

"FREE THE BUGGERS"--BRITAIN & THE WOLFENDEN REPORT

In the early 1950s, nearly 5,000 British gays were swept up in a police crackdown known as the Great Purge. Many establishment figures were among those arrested, leading to a backlash that prompted the government to appoint the Wolfenden Commission to examine laws making homosexuality a crime. As Brits this week observe the 50th anniversary of the Wolfenden Report, for a look back at the perils of being gay in '50s Britain and the very mixed results after the Wolfenden Report recommended decriminalizing homosexuality, click on:

http://direland.typepad.com/direland/2007/09/free-the-bugger.html 
