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INTERVIEW WITH MR. DE COBAIN,

| +  MP :
1\13,. W.DE COBAIN, ¥.P., was {or fivo years
i the Grand Master of the Grand. Lnléﬂ at
Belfast, and is at present a Deputy Grand
Mester for Ireland. He was alected as mamber

for the East Division of Balfast by o decided ma--
jority over both the old, Conservative candidate:

aud his Liberal competitor. - He is a'devoutzman:

of Wesleyau origin, and is o faic. representative’

of o type of the militant Orangeman, -

" What do you think, Mr De Cobain, " inguired’

tha representative of the Pall Mall Gazette, “** of
the muster roll of the Orange army "

Mr De Cobain did not reply nt once. :Ha-

scanned the columns of the muster roll with gmeat
care, and examined the deseription of the or-
genisation, and then said slowly—" Your repee--
sentative seems to bove acquired a great maass of;
detailed information.” . L

** Bat is it information, or isit'all bogus " . |

It certainly is not bogns' said the member fordt
East Belfast.:' I should say that it is not quite up!
to date—that is all. The total his fignras amonns:
to is abont ‘seventy-three thonsand men, bat inj
many cases the retarns are omittéd s balng mj
complete, 1If these returns were included and!
the mosterroll were brought up todate the . nom-i
ber of men enrolled for the pratection of the pro-!
vince of Ulster would bafeund to be.nearer one!
hundred apd twenty thousand than seventy-
thres thonsand.” . i

* But, Mr De Cobain, o you_mean that thess|
are actually enrolled and armed for the :

of acting as a field army against the rastpgt re-i

land
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** Certainly,” replied ha ; ** but for defence noti
for offence. The work has been in pro-
gress for a_long time. We have made no:
parads of it ; nor do we now wish-to-make,
sny - sensation.  We know exnetly. . what
will happen if Ulster is handed- over to the ten- |
der mercies of a statutory Parliament ia Dublin,:
and we are taking precantions beforshand.” - - -

** Then you mean to tight #*- = | -r. =Ty |

-““By all means. There are no two opinionsia
the Orange lodges in the North. We see our”
rights, our liberties, our privileges as British
citizens threatened by & most unconstitutional
surrender, dictated by the meanest of party mo-
tives to o gang of men whom Mr Gladstone
described as littie better than brigands and mur-
derers. We entirely deny tho moral co :
of the Imperial Parliameut to sabordipate o
loyal portion of the Empire to the authority of
murderers, assassing, moonlighters, and the
rest. The State exists for the maintenance
¢f law and order. The mea to whom
you ara now handing -the reins of Govern-
ment 1n Ireland bave risen into prominence by
the success with which they have defied
both law aud order.  You now say that you are
goivg to place the onelaw-abiding and orderly
portion of freland under the controlof the meu
who have filled Ireland with outrage and blood-
shad for the last four or five years. e, Pro-.
testauts of Ulster, declare that such an act is |
ultra vires.  You bave no right todo that, aud if
you insist.on doing wrong we shall know how to
defend ourselyes,” . W
; °* gut, Mr De Cobain, is not that flat rebel-|
iony’ : R

** Not in the least. We merely ask-forthes
mainienance of the staius quo, for the mainten-
ance of the Kmpire, for the maintendnce of the
rights and privileges of British subjects. . No
doubt it is rebellion agninst Mr Gladstoue; but
Mr Gladstons is pot the British Copstitutiod,
The slterpative is sircple. Wo musthe false to
the British Constitution and the Empire, or be
true to Mr Gladstone. We profer to be true to
tltm British Constitution and to opposs Mr Glod-
stona.”” . 5 .

** Then you regard this seventy-ibree thousand
or oue hundred and twenty-thonsand, as yon
say, bona jide fightiny men -

** Decidedly so,” s2id Mr DaCobain. ““We
have at least that number in Ulster alone,  That
1s by no means a wuster roll of all the Orange-
meu, All the elderly and infirm have been eli-
winated, The figures which you have represent
the actual fighting mea eapable and fit to take
the field, and who wonld take the field in defonce
of the Protestant cause.” : : -

*“ But are they armed ?"*
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“ Most of them are,’” said Mr De Cobain. “T
do not say that they bave arms of precision of
the latest fashion ; but most of these men
who are down in the list ‘will be fonnd,
upon exsminstion, to have/ & : very trust-
worthy aud - . efficient breechlosding ritle
with which_they can be relied upon- to do
execution against those cowardd whess.only idea
of warfare 13 to lio  behind ‘a- hedge.-and pot.a
landlord 1n the back. - We shali fight in the'opsn,
und our arms, if not precisvly. of - the best, are
quite good enongh when badked by a stont heart
and a coolbead. Taw not in aposition to stale
excetly bow many stand of arms has been distri-
buted through the North of Ireland, but my
opimioa is that the information in the hands of
the Organisingy Commitica as to thie nnmber of
Orangemen who are’ still in want of weapons
will show that a very smail quauntity of rifles
‘would suffice to complete the eqnipment of the
whole force.” S ITST TR

-**That may be so in regard té the infantry,
Mt De Cobain, but what about the cavalry?
They may have the sabres and muskets, bat have
they borses & .

“Certainly. If you look at the return of the
cavalry in that list you will see that most of
them are 1n country districts, and mpst of them
have horses of their own. I should say decidedly
that all the men on the active list would be able
to come to the muster properly monuted and
equipped, but in the reserve, which vou will see
is largest in the towps of Derry and Belfast,
there might be a dificulty at Hrst in finding
horses for all the muen who nced them, though
that wonld soon be managed.” i

* How about the artillery ? You certainly have-

no batteriesin the Irofestant hauds, and bow
can your men be regarded-as artill et When
gl?u ave no cannon with which to mn&tm'n

em ¢’ . O P T LI

" Xou forget,” gaid Mre De Cobain, smiling,
** that Oraugemen have always been-very stzongly
represented in all branches of the British army,
and since short service was introdoced there has
been & continoal stream of timne-axpired artillery-
men working their way back to their homes in
Ulster. Evaryone of these men, Ishould say,
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