Forrest Reid & Stephen Gilbert Exhibition

From Young Tom to the Ratman: Legacy of Two Belfast Authors Lives on at Queen’s
Queen’s University are currently hosting an exhibition exploring the life and work of the Belfast authors Forrest Reid (1875-1947) and Stephen Gilbert (1912-). 

The exhibition is at the Queen’s Welcome Centre (main block) from 3 June until 28 August 2008.

Reid published widely, and won the James Tait Black memorial prize for his novel Young Tom in 1944. E M Forster, who valued Reid’s work highly, referred to him as the ‘most important man in Belfast’. 

Gilbert’s most acclaimed work 'Ratman’s Notebooks', has been adapted for the Hollywood screen twice, as the horror film 'Willard'. 

There is a wealth material within the personal papers of these two authors, and the exhibition will highlight the breadth and colourful detail of their archives. Of particular importance are the items of correspondence within the collections which comprise letters from such literary figures as E M Forster, Walter de la Mare, AE, and Padraic Colum, as well as letters between Gilbert and Reid themselves.

The Forster Correspondence
The letters from Forster to Reid date from 1912 to 1946 and discuss novels such as ‘A Passage to India’ and ‘Maurice’. The cultural significance and academic value of the archive is immense. It is one of the largest known collections of EM Forster correspondence ever discovered, and is almost certainly the most intellectually significant. The archive is also potentially the largest known archive of Walter de la Mare literary correspondence.  

An Historical Resource
The papers are also a rich resource for social history. Correspondents of Reid’s talk of the industrialised decimation of a generation between 1914 and 1918, Zeppelin raids, army barracks life in a Second World War army camp, colonial duties in the Middle East, and Hindu festivals in India. Reid himself was a more politically insular character but his prose pictures of Belfast remain fresh and evocative.

The exhibition includes correspondence, artistic prints, photographs, colourful juvenilia and ephemera relating to Reid and Gilbert, as well as illustrated boards exploring the lives and literary themes of the two authors.

