The NIO have now sent me the 1978 gay law reform papers which include a synopsis of events in relation to the RUC gay squad raids. It details:

"May 1976

RUC recommend to DPP (NI) that Dudgeon and others be charged with gross indecency…

Nov 17

Mr McMahon said this morning “that the Attorney had written to the DPP and that as a result there would be some prosecutions”. Mr McLoughlin of the DPP’S office confirmed that at least one of the prosecutions would be based on behaviour that would not be an offence in England and Wales”…

Jan 1977

DPP (NI) decides to prosecute, but the relevant papers are retrieved from the out-tray at the last moment…"

This was a long time ago but sometimes it seems like only yesterday. See attached photo of the way we were.

Love

Jeff

Hi Jeff

I got back on Sunday to your emails.  Thanks for the meal on Thursday - sorry I couldn't stay longer.  It was cultural overdose in Belfast (three operas and a Shakespeare play) - now back to the quiet of London!

We never knew how close we were to being the last 'martyrs' of the Victorian sexual laws.  Now we can play the 'what if' game: a prison sentence followed by deportation to Canada for me, followed by a royal pardon and £200,000 compensation (for career wrecked) ten years later!

It's a lovely picture - pity about Tilly dominating over all!

Cheers

Doug 

Hi,

How chilling to learn that ones life was retrieved from the out tray at the last moment!

Could we have grown accustomed to Crumlin Road or Long Kesh? 

Pushed about in Donegal Pass, eight hours in Crumlin Road and a day and a half in Castlereagh barracks at the hands of the RUC Neanderthals was more than enough for me, let alone the attentions of ones fellow incarcerates.

These memories will never leave me.

Richard

Jeff

thank you for all your recent information about that very troubled time. I will have to peruse the scrapbooks when I next visit PRONI.

And also the photographic reminder of earlier blissful times when Tilly was still a friend. 

Brian.
Thank you. 

What lovely boys you all were. I can only imagine what you were getting up to in that rural setting when the lupins were in bloom!!

Frigid here today, arctic blasts . . . -20F. It makes us midwesterner's hardy.

Love to you,

Philip J

