I would like to nominate Rev Mervyn Kingston as GALAS person of the year 2008.

Mervyn (from Belfast) is probably the only significantly out clergyman in Ireland. He was latterly a rector in the cross-border Church of Ireland parish of Creggan near Crossmaglen and did work for Dundalk Outcomers as well as being a volunteer for many years in Cara-Friend in Northern Ireland. Now retired (and recently ill) he achieved great things in 2008 when he put together the highly noticeable, and noticed, group Changing Attitude Ireland (CAI) of which he is Secretary.

CAI is an all-Ireland network of persons gay and straight, lay and ordained, working for the acceptance and affirmation of LGBT persons within our churches. It is a group that is prospering and growing, as exemplified by some of the well attended meetings it hosted last year (and is organising this year).

Last year's Christmas Carol service in Belfast was memorable for the packed church at All Saints church, Elmwood Avenue and the sense of community it evoked, even amongst the less than devout and the unbelievers.

Given the hostility within so many churches to gay people and their lifestyles this is highly necessary and largely pioneering work. One of the Church of Ireland bishops is especially hostile so it is not an easy billet. Most of all, Mervyn is out and willing to be heard by name and seen by face. 

In 2008, he spoke out in the media and at public meetings, most notably during the Iris Robinson controversy over her bitterly hostile anti-gay remarks both on the radio and in the House of Commons. As much of the discourse in the north on gay rights is carried out in terms of religious opposition there has never been a more important, moment since gay law reform, for someone to be able to provide another perspective from within the churches.

Mervyn led the groundbreaking Christian solidarity with LGBT persons during Belfast Gay Pride 2008. In the Republic, among other activities, he organized an official presence for the first time of a pro-LGBT group at a Church synod (in Galway). He devoted himself to this work despite a battle with cancer.

He is also a most agreeable and attentive person (with a very pleasant partner.)

His email address is creggan@iolfree.ie
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