From: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com
To: euro-queer@groups.queernet.org
Subject: "Gay Girl in Damascus" Female Blogger Kidnapped in Syria - discussion
Date: Fri, 17 Jun 2011 08:48:36 +0000

Scott

There are liberal secular gay politics, liberal and religious gay politics, and even conservative gay politics but minoritist or trotskyist gay politics, that you favour, is qualitatively different.

The distinction in those instances is that gay and lesbian rights are subordinated to a bigger or greater cause be it anti-imperialism, nationalism, islamism, and communism/revolutionism (or its mask forms of anti-Americanism and anti-Israelism). 

Gay rights, where advanced or championed, are seen only through the prism of creating temporary alliances or weakening an enemy. In essence, gay rights no matter how genuinely felt or believed in, are there to be used as a subverting or recruiting tool. Minorities are seen as vehicles for breaking open class alliances and tackling false consciousness while the fact that gay men, in particular, are highly metropolitan in outlook is not considered or ignored. 

The fact that so many gays, in my experience, in the various hard left sects like Militant and the SWP, previously in the Communist Party, and in Irish Republicanism do not come out because, at its kindest, they believe the interests of the party preclude it or that personal politics are a dangerous distraction, reminds us just how unreliable friends they are. 

Some of their more benighted gay members never come out to themselves and live stunted lives enlivened only by more and more meetings, strikes and newspaper selling.

Unless you recognise this difference and are willing to argue it as an alternative, you will end up in ever more bitter and fractious disputes with the mainstream gay movement.

The fact that revolutions invariably have unintended and unexpected consequences and that minorities are usually the first to suffer in any subsequent chaos and instability should also always be borne in mind.

How anyone believed a lesbian blogger would call herself a 'gay girl', and be credible, is another matter.

Your mea culpa could be the start of a necessary rethink.

Jeff


Date: Mon, 13 Jun 2011 19:42:08 -0400
From: scottlong1980@gmail.com
To: euro-queer@groups.queernet.org
Subject: Re: [euro-queer] Fwd: "Gay Girl in Damascus" Female Blogger Kidnapped in Syria

Yup, Jeff, I was conned; mea culpa. As long as there was a faint chance “Amina Arraf” was in jail, no purpose could be served by saying that; but now that we know, I was conned and I was wrong. 

So far as “toeing the line” goes, an incident like this should lead anyone and everyone to consult and curb their ideological propensities.  It should redouble one’s mistrust of bloggers; it should reinforce any uncertainties about mysterious “editors” “in-country” who provide peculiar information.   Plenty of people got conned around the 1995 “gay” executions in Iran, or around the recent Tower Hamlets “Pride” march, which turned out to be affiliated with the neo-fascists.   These don’t excuse subsequent errors, but they provide some small context. 

Meanwhile, the pressure to “toe the line” is all on the other foot at the moment, as it were. I deduce from Paul’s posts that he is now at war with anybody in the Middle East who questions the nostalgia for secular authoritarianism, or the Western consensus that allowing Islamists into the public sphere is a threat to “the gays.” He’s going to accuse them of coming from Colombia, or Columbia—he can’t decide whether a country or a university is the bigger threat.   Paul talks about “consequences.” But he’s never inquired about the consequences of his own recent mistake: when he “outed” a highly popular dissident Middle Eastern blogger as gay, when the guy simply wasn’t.   Paul sort-of-apologized on his blog, but the gross error had already gone round the world. And he’s shown no interest at all in what harassment the fellow might have faced as a result of his mistake. Thus, in a fog of indifference and forgetfulness, the blogsphere goes blithely on. 

And meanwhile, voices in the region will continue to speak. As for myself, be assured I’m trying to talk to plenty of folks while I’m in Cairo: members of the Muslim Brotherhood and even a SCAF representative if I can.  So I don’t think you can say I’m getting only one view.

Best

SL  

On Sun, Jun 12, 2011 at 4:55 PM, Jeff Dudgeon <jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com> wrote:
Come on Scott. Admit you were conned, as you may be in Egypt today talking to people who you agree with and who share your outlook?

Worth pausing for a while.

Jeff



Date: Tue, 7 Jun 2011 01:33:50 -0400
From: scottlong1980@gmail.com

To: euro-queer@groups.queernet.org
Subject: [euro-queer] Fwd: "Gay Girl in Damascus" Female Blogger Kidnapped in Syria

In light of this story, I've a question that I'd like to pose publicly. Is it true that the editor of the generally pro-Israel site "Gay Middle East" has been urging people not to act in protest against Amina Abdallah's arrest, because he disapproves of her politics?  Is he prepared to disavow his emails to that effect? Or is he prepared to acknowledge that basic human rights are for everyone--and carry no exceptions for one's political perspectives on Palestine, as they carry no exceptions for sexual orientation?
Like many friends of Amina in and beyond the region, I"ll await a reply. 
Best,
SL
Female blogger kidnapped in Syria
Posted 4 hours 5 minutes ago
[image: image1]
Missing: Amina Abdallah had spoken out about Syria's regime. (facebook.com)

· RELATED STORY: 120 police reported killed in Syria
· RELATED STORY: Israeli soldiers kill Golan Heights protesters
· RELATED STORY: Dozens shot dead during Syrian protests
· RELATED STORY: Syrians shot dead in child killing protests
A prominent female Syrian-American blogger who had called for an end to the country's regime has reportedly been kidnapped in Damascus.

A post on Amina Abdallah's blog, said to be published by her cousin, says Ms Abdallah was seized by three armed men on Monday evening (local time), while walking to a meeting.

"Amina was seized by three men in their early 20s. According to the witness (who does not want her identity known), the men were armed. Amina hit one of them and told the friend to go find her father," the post said.

"One of the men then put his hand over Amina's mouth and they hustled her into a red Dacia Logan with a window sticker of Basel Assad."

Basel Assad is the brother of Syria's president Bashar al-Assad.

Ms Abdallah's cousin, Rania Ismail, wrote that the men are believed to be members of the security services.

"Amina's present location is unknown and it is unclear if she is in a jail or being held elsewhere in Damascus," she said.

"We are hoping she is simply in jail and nothing worse has happened to her."

Ms Abdallah's blog, A Gay Girl in Damascus, has gathered a strong international following since protests and a deadly crackdown from the Syrian regime began earlier this year.

The dual Syrian and American citizen has offered commentary on the protests in the capital and called for an end to Mr Bashir's regime.

"They must go, they must go soon. That is all there is to say," she wrote.

"One thing is becoming clear; we're done with dictators and rule by strong men. No more generals, no more dictators, no more fake royal clans."

A Facebook page has been set up calling for Ms Abdallah's release.

Amnesty estimates thousands of people have been arrested in Syria since mid-March when the protests broke out.

It says security forces have killed at least 750 people in the government's crackdown. 
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