Sunday Life - 15 August 2004
[anti-gay story masquerading as put down of unionists]

Whining and dining


Unionist claims City Hall gay bash turned into booze-fest rubbished
by Joe Oliver
A Sinn Fein councillor who attended the first ever civic dinner in Belfast for gays and lesbians, last night denied claims that it had descended into a marathon boozing session.

Furious unionist members, who boycotted the Gay Pride function last month, claimed that more than 300 bottles of wine were downed, and the glasses left strewn around the City Hall.

And they also alleged that derogatory remarks had been shouted about one councillor - DUP member Sammy Wilson - during a speech by Lord Mayor Tom Ekin.

But Councillor Eoin O' Broin, who was a guest at the function, in the banqueting hall, said: "I would be amazed if 300 bottles of wine were consumed.

"I can also say that the only remark I heard during the Lord Mayor's speech was when he referred to the word 'tolerance', and someone said 'it's not tolerance anymore - it's equality'.

"It was a very successful evening, and one I hope will be repeated."

In addition to Mr O' Broin, Mr Ekin's Sinn Fein deputy, Joe O'Donnell, and SDLP member Pat McCarthy, were also present.

Gay Rights activist P A MagLochlainn said: "Some people seem to be getting hot under the collar about nothing.

"There were around 400 people there and those councillors who did attend went out of their way to show solidarity, and illustrate that attitudes are changing.

"But there was absolutely no drunkenness, and, while a few glasses may have been left outside the banqueting hall, that was probably smokers, who had to step outside to light up."

He added: "There wasn't a word said, during the speeches, about Sammy Wilson."

Unionist councillors are also demanding to know how much the historic bash will cost the city's ratepayers.

But a council spokeswoman would only say: "Reports on these events are presented to the relevant committee, and it would be inappropriate to release the information ahead of the committee being informed."

Belfast Telegraph - 14 August 2004
More normal than band of political dinosaurs

 

G. McK. (Writeback, August 10) should tell how "Gay Pride have brought nothing but shame and disgust to our city."

Look again at the happy, smiling faces of the participants in the colourful Pride parade; observe also the welcoming smiles of the crowds watching us. 

No shame, no disgust there. No sour faces, save on that "micro-minority" who imagine themselves the only true Christians in our society.

At least 100 of us paraded for every protester on the sidelines. I think that makes us the "normal" group.

It certainly isn't G. McK. or the increasingly irrelevant band of biblical dinosaurs who try to make up in noise what they lack in numbers.

P. A. MagLOCHLAINN, Belfast 9.

