JEFF DUDGEON’S COMMENTARY FOR BUS TOUR 2004

1
The Carpenter Club was in Long Lane and was ultimately demolished by the DOE to make way for Writers Square. It started in the early 1980s being developed as the first gay owned premises in the city in the first reawakenings of night club life after the troubles had peaked. It was an extensive building with a coffee bar and disco downstairs and the Cara Friend offices and a second dance floor upstairs. Ownership was shared between NIGRA and two individuals who rebuilt what had been a derelict warehouse. It suffered from not having a drinks licence and when the government stamped out bring-a-bottle clubs was at the mercy of any hotel (like the Midland) which was on the skids. When times were good it was a very good venue… It left one indelible lesson imprinted on the entrepreneurs involved: any gay premises had to get a drinks licence (which cost around £50,000) to be self-financing; and rent don’t buy buildings as they can become a destructive millstone around your neck if interest rates rise or the business does not prosper.

2
Roger Casement author of the controversial Black Diaries visited Belfast frequently and had a number of local boyfriends and a host of cruising incidents which he wrote up in his diaries in 1910 and 1911. They are I believe the first recorded instances of personal memories of gay life in the city. Obviously there are court reports around of people like the East Belfast MP Edward de Cobain who was jailed in the 1890s, even before Oscar Wilde, for the new offence of gross indecency. Casement stayed on the Antrim Road in two places. Firstly at 105 Antrim Road still a house, now rebuilt in Georgian style. In 1910 it was owned by a Mrs Thomas who let off suites of rooms. Here Casement was able to work quietly and invite boyfriends home like Millar Gordon. Otherwise he stayed with his friend the flamboyant antiquarian solicitor and early Republican Francis Joseph Bigger (FJB) at Ardrigh (‘High King’) on the Antrim Road adjacent to Fortwilliam Golf Club. There FJB entertained and educated the young cultural and nationalist soon-to-be martyrs or elite of Ireland like Sean McDermott, James Connolly, Denis McCullough and including Herbert Hughes (who wrote the music for My Lagan Love and She Moves Through the Fair and Padraic Colum who wrote the words for the latter). At times Casement found the ceilidhes too much and he fled down the Antrim Road for other pursuits. Some other of Casement’s diaries left at Ardrigh were recorded as being destroyed by Bigger after Casement defected to Germany in 1914. FJB had been shocked to the core, it was said, on reading their contents of sodomy in Belfast city. [Copies of Jeff Dudgeon’s 600-page book on the Black Diaries are available at the discount price of £10 during Pride week]

3 
The Gay Liberation Society at the Students Union at Queens was started in 1972 by amongst others Andy Hinds now a well known theatre director. Probably the first gay organisation in Ireland it was attended by both town and gown. From 1974/5 Gay Lib was provided with a house at Number 4 University Street which was owned by the university but lying empty. After a lot of work it became a gay centre with each group including Cara-Friend and NIGRA (founded in 1975) having their own rooms. This was the nerve centre for the gay law reform campaign which culminated in the successful Strasbourg case and the decriminalisation of male homosexuality in 1982 thus ending the threat of life imprisonment. That campaign was financed partly by a Gay News appeal, with Tom Robinson a noted contributor, and the wildly successful (intermittent) gay lib discos at the Students Union at Queens which attracted over 300 people some Saturday nights in the period 1975-80.

4
The Royal Avenue Bar (the RA) in Rosemary Street (the hotel of the same name’s public bar, opposite the Red Barn pub) as portrayed in Maurice Leitch’s fine 1965 novel The Liberty Lad (probably the earliest description of a gay bar in Irish literature) was the first I knew in the city. It operated from some point in the 1950’s being shared at times with deaf and dumb customers who often occupied the front of the bar. The day I first entered was unfortunately the day I smoked my first cigarette. There were few comforts and no subdued lighting.  The two (straight) staff in the RA ran a tight but tolerant ship. Two lesbians, Greta and Anne, were the only females who in the 1960s were regular customers. At that time and until the end of the 1970s, pubs closed sharply at 10 p.m. When the Royal Avenue Hotel was on its last legs due to the troubles and the closing down of Belfast city centre, Ernie Thompson, and Jim Kempson, who died recently, ran in 1974, in its elegant ballroom, Belfast’s first ever gay disco – indeed Ireland’s first. The site is now filled by Bewleys café and Jaeger. The gap following its closure was filled by the Gay Lib discos at Queen’s and in the first instance (before the Casanova Club in Arthur Street and the Chariot Rooms run by Ernie and Jim in lower North Street) the unreliable, watering hole successor, the Whip and Saddle Bar in the Europa Hotel.

BELFAST PRIDE 2004

City Hall drinks reception and free 3 course dinner (lounge suit) plus entertainment.

Saturday 31 July 2004 at 7.30pm – tickets all gone

Belfast Pride History Bus Tour – Sunday 1 August.

Starts 7.15pm at Cathedral Buildings/Writers Square.

Tour guides include Revvlon, Jeff, PA, Duane, Clare, Gareth, Mairead.

Tickets £5 from Queer Space.

Refreshments en route.

Email info@queerspace.org.uk for booking and more details. 

NIGRA policing meeting

‘Protect and Serve’

Wednesday 4 August 6.30pm (not 7.30 as advertised earlier)

Cathedral Buildings

DETAILS ON ALL EVENTS

http://www.belfastpride.com

BELFAST’S QUEER HISTORY BUS TOUR   -   7.15  SUNDAY 1ST AUGUST 2004

THE ROUTE

Start in Donegall Street.

Go along Clifton Street.

At roundabout, right onto Antrim Road.

Stop at Strathmore bus turning area, opposite Lansdowne Court Hotel.

Back down Antrim Road, left onto Limestone Road.

Right onto York Road, then Nelson Street onto Dunbar Link.

Along Oxford Street, pass Waterfront Hall, turn right for Ormeau Road.

Right onto University Street.

Right onto Botanic Avenue.

Left onto University Road.

Left onto University Square.

Stop halfway down University Square, opposite QUB Library.

Left at bottom of University Square, then left again onto University Street. 

Left at top onto University Road.

Right onto Malone Road.

Right onto Eglantine Avenue.

Left onto Lisburn Road.

Right onto Stockmans Lane.

Through roundabout onto Kennedy Way and Glen Road.

Stop at Glen Community Centre.

Down Falls Road past R.V.H.

Right onto Grosvenor Road.

Through roundabout, right then left onto Glengall Street.

Left past Grand Opera House towards City Hall.

Round City Hall, then left onto Bedford Street.

Left onto Ormeau Avenue.

Left onto Cromac Street.

Straight on to Victoria Street.

Left onto High Street.

Right onto North Street.

Right at top, then left at Central Library towards Union Street.

RUNNING ORDER

1.
DONEGALL STREET


Welcome and introduction: GARETH and REVVLON


Carpenter Club, Cara-Friend, Lesbian Line: JEFF

2.
CLIFTON STREET


Rainbow Project: DUANE


Kremlin: MICHAEL

3.
ANTRIM ROAD


Roger Casement: JEFF

STOP AT STRATHMORE TURNING AREA (5-10 mins)

4.
LIMESTONE ROAD - REVVLON

5.
YORK ROAD - Midland Hotel: REVVLON

6.
NELSON STREET -
REVVLON

7.
DUNBAR LINK


Dunbar Link Bar, Parliament, Kube: P.A.

8.
OXFORD STREET, LANYON PLACE, ORMEAU ROAD -  REVVLON

9.
UNIVERSITY STREET, BOTANIC AVENUE


Queerspace (early days): MAIREAD

10.
UNIVERSITY ROAD, UNIVERSITY SQUARE


QUBSU, NIGRA: JEFF and P.A.

STOP AT QUB FOR REFRESHMENTS (10-15 mins)

11.
UNIVERSITY ROAD, MALONE ROAD, EGLANTINE AVE.


Queerspace (Eglantine days): GARETH

12.
LISBURN ROAD, STOCKMANS LANE


REVVLON

13.
KENNEDY WAY, GLEN ROAD


Lesbian Activism, International Women’s' Day: CLAIRE

STOP AT GLEN COMMUNITY CENTRE (5-10 mins)

14. 
FALLS ROAD, GROSVENOR ROAD


REVVLON

15.
GLENGALL STREET


Women’s' Statue, Europa Hotel (Whip and Saddle): REVVLON

16.
CITY HALL - Civic Reception: REVVLON

17.
BEDFORD STREET - James Young: REVVLON

18.
ORMEAU AVENUE - Limelight: REVVLON

19.
CROMAC STREET, VICTORIA STREET, HIGH STREET


Albert Clock, Crows Nest: REVVLON

20.
NORTH STREET - Royal Avenue Bar: JEFF


Chariot Rooms: PAULA

21.
UNION STREET


Wrap up and thanks: REVVLON and GARETH

THE QUEER BUS TOUR SUNDAY 1ST AUGUST 2004

SPEAKERS AND TOPICS

Please refer to 'Running Order' to see at which point you will be speaking. 

(The numbers in brackets give more information on the 'Running Order'.)

GARETH

(1) Welcome, Introduction

(11)   Queerspace (Eglantine)

    (21)   Thanks

JEFF

      (1)     Carpenter Club, Cara-Friend, Lesbian Line

      (3)     Casement

      (10)   QUBSU and NIGRA

      (20)   Royal Avenue Bar

DUANE

      (2)     Rainbow Project

MICHAEL

      (2)     Kremlin

P.A.

      (7)     Dunbar Link Bar, Parliament, Kube

      (10)   QUBSU and NIGRA

MAIREAD

      (9)     Queerspace (Botanic Avenue)

CLAIRE

      (13)    Lesbian Activism, International Womens' Day

PAULA

      (20)    Chariot Rooms

REVVLON

There are various points on the route which have no areas of interest.  If

possible, could you just entertain us at these points?

Running Order 4 -6

Limestone Road, York Road and Nelson Street

Running Order 8

Oxford Street, Lanyon Place and Ormeau Road

Running Order 12

Lisburn Road and Stockmans Lane

Running Order 14

Falls Road and Grosvenor Road

There are also a number of spots along the route which need only a brief,

humorous mention.  We will provide you with information on these places - could

you cover them as we pass?  The number in brackets refers to the 'Running

Order'.

(5)
York Road: MIDLAND HOTEL

(15)
Glengall Street: WOMENS STATUE, EUROPA (WHIP AND SADDLE BAR)

(16)
City Hall: CIVIC RECEPTION

(17)
Bedford Street: JAMES YOUNG (as we pass the Group Theatre)

(18)
Ormeau Avenue: LIMELIGHT BAR

(19)
Victoria Street: ALBERT CLOCK, CROWS NEST

We aim to write a short magazine style overview of the complete tour, so if you

could send a short synopsis of all of your content, it would be really helpful.

If possible, could you send this by Saturday 24th July at the very latest, to

brianradams@yahoo.co.uk.  Earlier would be better, as Brian is a slow typer!!!

If you could help us with information on Revvlon's bits (!!!), this would be

excellent (e.g. The Midland Hotel etc.)

