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BLACK BOX

Good evening ladies and gentlemen.

I have been invited here tonight to speak of an anniversary, of the fact that a quarter of a century has now passed since decriminalisation in Northern Ireland. That was in 1982, a generation ago. 

There are in fact four key events worth commemorating this year, indeed celebrating tonight. Two of them local.

- The centenary of the birth of a local hero H Montgomery Hyde (Campaigner, author and Unionist MP – of whom more later)

- Wolfenden (50), 

- Decriminalisation in 1967 (40) 

- and Decriminalisation in NI in 1982 (25);

If you don’t know where you came from you won’t know where to go. No history no pride.

And our history started in terror.

Death penalty/life imprisonment/Wilde

Our emancipation locally occurred because of a law reform campaign based in this city of which I was the lead, in that I took a case to the European Court of Human Rights starting in 1975. A small tightly knit group of angry focussed people started by people of vision – not unlike those who have taken Pride forward in Belfast
I won my Strasbourg case after a seven-year battle. A battle that required us to take on formidable foes and opponents: the Rev Ian Paisley (Save Ulster from Sodomy campaign), the RUC (1976 gay raids) and more discreetly the Catholic Church. All this was ultimately orchestrated by the NIO (who tried to capitalise on what they thought was a unifying factor: Catholics and Protestants had at least one thing in common - they hated us. In 1982 they changed the law.

Montgomery Hyde

If it is hard to get your head around the fact that you could be sent to jail for any sort of intimacy with another male, then think of your own coming out process.

I presume, if I am not out of touch, that young people today still go through a process first of self-recognition as gay or lesbian, one that requires them to realise their life’s path is going to be radically different from their mates and that they are the very person that others warn you against, laugh at and in some cases hate. 

It is that time of fear when you know you are vulnerable and have a terrible secret. That is the moment when you inherit the genetic memory of arrest, persecution and in recent times [Germany, and in 19th century the death penalty] death.

If you don’t hang around absorbing that self oppression and take a pride in yourself then you have won the most important battle of your life: COMING OUT, not in anger particularly to parents, preferably slowly but definitely is above all the path. You learn to love yourself and others come to know and accept gays. But do it delicately. No other way has worked so effectively as the last 30 years has shown. 

We have gone from being rounded up to being feted and given legal protection.

NI is not that unliberal a place but one particular group is not easily convinced of our worth. No matter how many rights and protections we have in law: young working class males do not warm to us. They are our challenge.

Beware Sexual Offences Act battle next year

Put not your faith in state or semi-state government funding – where’s the beef /the product.

Historic compromise: Paisley/Adams – Accept our right to live and love 

Jeff,

Further to our correspondence about the film, PA and I had a brief chat about

it and the consensus was that it is perhaps to short a time period to do

justice to the subject in the five or so weeks we have remaining.

Perhaps we could put it on ice and aim for either Queer Arts NI or

Anti-Homophobia Week around November time.

That said it would be a shame to allow the 25th Anniversary to pass without

comment at Pride, so if you were agreeable, we'd very much appreciate a speech

at the launch... nothing terribly high brow, but a talk on the background to

the case and how you feel the community has developed in the past 25 years.

Your thoughts would be most welcome.

Cheers

Andy Thompson

Belfast Pride

Jeff,

Be as controversial as you please, we will hopefully have a few members of our

esteemed executive there, though Wee Doc hasn't indicated either way if he

intends to show up.

There will be seating, but sure the people expect a more serious element to

the launch as opposed to the merriment of Pride day.

I'll leave content and length entirely to your discretion.

Yours

Andy T

"Jeff Dudgeon" <jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com wrote:

 Andy

 Twenty minutes might be a bit long. Are they on seats? Can I be 

 controversial i.e. caution against becoming too dependent on government 

 funding and becoming state trusties?

 Jeff

 From: andy.thompson@gayicon.org.uk

 To: "Jeff Dudgeon" <jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

 Subject: Re:

 Date: Tue, 10 Jul 2007 23:44:41 +0100

 Hey Jeff,

 I perhaps did get your reply, I have been rather a scatterbrain of late.

 I was thinking around 15 - 20 mins, setting out the background and a

 narrative to the case, your opinion on how the case empowered and encouraged

 the community, as their first notable victory, and how it enabled a visible

 LGBT community to grow in Northern Ireland.

 Perhaps something along the lines of your 'Mapping 100 years of gay Belfast'

 article, though 'mapping 25 years of gay rights in Belfast', with the 

 emphasis  weighted towards the case.

 If I can be of any more help let me know... I'm currently pressurising 

 William Crawley to lend his talents towards a short documentary on the subject, 

 though

 this will be a project for after Pride.

 Yours

 Andy Thompson

 "Jeff Dudgeon" <jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com wrote:

   Andy

 I think I replied in the affirmative to this request perhaps to a different  Andy. How long would you want me to speak and do you have any guidance as to content/style?best

   Jeff

   From: andy.thompson@gayicon.org.uk

   To: "Jeff Dudgeon" <jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

   Date: Tue, 10 Jul 2007 10:15:55 +0100

   Jeff,

   Are you available to speak at the launch of Pride this year?

   It's Saturday 28th July at 7.30pm, Black Box, Hill Street.

   We're very keen to mark the 25th anniversary of Dudgeon v UK.

   If you could let me know, it'd be much appreciated.

   Thanks

   Andy Thompson

   Chair, Belfast Pride

   andie.thompson@belfastpride.com

   www.belfastpride.com
Andie

Still somewhat grieved over CoSO's behaviour in treating me like a person of no human rights experience, and of less consequence, but more than willing to assist if not treated as simply historic. 

By the way, Monica McWilliams mentioned some months ago that her NI Human Rights Commission would have to do something to mark the 25th anniversary of the passing of the Sexual Offences Order law reform in 1982. Get her to assist.

It might be easier for you to ring and us to meet up. Try me on 90664111 or 079 2125 1874. I'd have to speak to others of that time like Douglas.

I am also currently working on Montgomery Hyde's centenary. Draft paper attached (trying to find an interested production company to do more). Also attached is the PRONI NIGRA papers catalogue 1975-86.

There was a Spotlight programme in 1976 done on us. Gary McKeever of Rainbow was also lent the RTE gay history programme but despite requests never returned it to me. It might still be around there.

I have a few photographs of the time (one of me attached) but they are not high quality. I debated on UTV and BBC TV that autumn with Paisley and Peter Robinson respectively.

Are you doing the Pride needful on this or are others involved?

Best

Jeff

From: andie.thompson@belfastpride.com

To: <jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

Subject: Pride Film

Date: Mon, 11 Jun 2007 11:17:15 +0100

Hi Jeff,

How’s the form?

Just a quick note... as this year is the 25th anniversary of the successful

outcome of your decriminalisation case Pride were hoping to use the landmark

as a theme for this years festival.

In addition to this we are looking to make a short film about the case, and

Northern Irish gay life in the late 70s/early 80s in general.

We hope to rope William Crawley into the project as a presenter/narrator, but

I just wanted to gather your thoughts on the issue.

Would you be willing to do a couple of interviews for the film, and have

suggestions for other individuals involved either in the case or the Belfast

scene at the time?

We're also looking for source material... newspaper clippings, posters,

banners, leaflets, documents, photographs relating to gay Belfast and the

case... the BBC are scouring their archives and anything you or NIGRA may hold

would be of great use.

Thanks

Andy Thompson

Belfast Pride

