Freethinking and Diversity is the theme of the Irish and NI Humanist Associations and the Belfast Humanist Group
Saturday 26 August 2006 at 12 noon in Carlingford Heritage Centre.

SEXUAL DIVERSITY AND IRISH POLITICS

· Thank you for inviting me to Carlingford. This may not be a particularly PC talk so please do not be too alarmed. I am taking diversity to mean essentially non-standard sexual behaviour for the period in question and given my own history I will be concentrating on matters gay though drifting into other political areas.

· Homosexuality is a word coined in the 19th century and the concept is associated with urbanisation. Previously sex between men was a religious or heretic crime as is indicated by use of words sodomy and buggery. The crime in question was anal intercourse not the 1885 gross indecency amendment under which Oscar Wilde was charged which criminalised every other homosexual act short of thinking about it. Until the 1820s sodomy was punishable by death and that sentence was relatively frequently imposed especially in the navy. Wilde served 2 years hard labour for acts most of which would still be criminalised today.

· Protestant dissidents, mostly males, first show up in 19th century Irish records after a few earlier incidents involving Lord Castlehaven (17th century executed) and the Bishop of Clogher, Jocelyn Roden (dismissed). The Ladies of Llangollen, one a Kilkenny Butler and the other an Irish Ponsonby (Earl of Bessborough) were early lesbian exemplars moving to that part of Wales in 1780 but living a reclusive life gardening - interrupted by celebrity status and a visit from Queen Charlotte!

· One unionist figures jailed around the same time as Wilde was Edward de Cobain (East Belfast MP and first public figure to go down under the 1885 Act). These were cases of people who fell foul of the law due to complaints otherwise they would not be noticed unless they left memoirs or letters.

· Dublin Castle scandal 1884 – suggested new title for Earl Spencer, the Lord Lieutenant, Duke of Sodom and Begorrah. Unionists gays were often traditionalists, genealogists etc. Irish Crown Jewels scandal of 1907, Ulster King of Arms robbed of the Order of St Patrick insignia. Shackleton’s brother was thief,

· Later there were Republican lesbian ladies: Kathleen Lynn and Ffrench Mullan (and Darrell Figgis); Eva Gore Booth; Albinia Broderick (Lord Middleton’s sister); Madame Despard (Viceroy French’s sister). Male equivalents - F.J. Bigger (Belfast educator, revolutionary and antiquarian ran a neophytes group, intellectual boy scouts which would have him run out of town today.) No feral youth then. And Casement. See my book: Roger Casement: The Black Diaries - With a Study of his Background, Sexuality, and Irish Political Life.

·  Abandoned after independence and the creation of a Catholic state, these radicals wanted an Irish secular republic and got an English-speaking Catholic free state (that was admittedly and remains anti-British).

· Explanation for Protestants being prominent: wealth, free time, acculturation, individualistic as opposed to Roman Catholic collectivist.

· I will digress: My Casement book was not reviewed by nationalist or republican papers and my article on the 90th anniversary of his execution was commissioned and censored by Irish Times. New paedophilia accusation against diarist by Senator Martin Mansergh who called Casement creator of Ireland’s foreign policy. Casement taken up now by Fianna Fail - Angus Mitchell and the sceptics in control in the universities north and south with.

· Then we come to the beginnings of visible reform and change: In my early experience on the gay scene in the 1960s, the radicals were Protestants and the bar population largely so (vide The Liberty Lad novel by Maurice Leitch). Catholics not visible due to church control and late ultramontane Puritanism [check Christian names mostly French Catholic – Gerry, Danny, Martin, Paschal.]

· Gay men tend to be metropolitan and unionists, and lesbians nationalist. Unionists MPs often closet gays and hypocrites chosen as they were single.

· My Strasbourg case judged in 1981 6 years after the 1976 RUC round-ups was the first in Europe and blazed the trail for David Norris to follow. Oddly Ireland then swept ahead of UK for a brief period. Plainly David was able to make a political career one I was denied. No Labour Party in NI. Distortion in trade unions (CP got control of them in the absence of Labour and then SDLP awarded the Labour franchise). I read increasingly plaints of people who do not realise that there was along unsuccessful campaign to be permitted to join in one’s own government which was considerably populated by sexual dissidents, mostly gays. BICO. (c.f. Kilfedder murdered by Tatchell – give story of election count). 

· Gay Pride now officially sanctioned. Fear of nomenklatura and salariat taking over gay and sexual politics as an arm of government. NIHRC exclusion an example. Beholden to the state unconsciously believing GFA a religion. Oddly no prominent gays in the Republic or SF (Emmet Larkin case one exception outed due to police and Phoenix Park). 

· There have probably now been two gay Secretaries of State for NI, one who was slightly out of the closet and not given to much fraternity – Peter Mandelson. It was he who started the deceit over the teacher exemption from Fair Employment law which was nimbly carried through later by Ireland with the EU accepted religious exemption in the laws against gay discrimination, after Bertie, the Bishops and the Rev Harold Good united, and then in England by Blair.

“In order to maintain a balance of opportunity in employment for teachers in Northern Ireland while furthering the reconciliation of historical divisions between the major religious communities there, the provisions on religion or belief in this Directive shall not apply to the recruitment of teachers in schools in Northern Ireland” – Euro directive 2000/78/EC

· No place in NI for diversity nor will there ever be under devolution. Continue to have to fight for NI to be included in re civil partnership and sexual offences acts (Coleraine and Giants Ring examples - despite unending meetings and consultations, the police will round up sexual dissidents quicker for trivial crimes than racist attackers or sectarian killers). Lisburn city – the home of 75% of surveillance operations in NI despite a high level of burglary and serious street crime is run by the DUP.

· Ian Paisley jnr as Police Minister and Gerry Kelly as Minister of Justice. No thank you.

· Where are we now? Law reform and protection have probably reached their outer limits and enforcement will be discovered to be patchy. Some disillusion with statism will occur. If no economic downturn prompts, a rethink necessary on the forces in society that mould people. Without religion or oppressive police regimes, how do you restrain, people most especially, young males in our society?
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