Brian - I am trying to finish a paper on Montgomery Hyde for an end June conference on 50 years of Wolfenden report in London and that is taking my spare time and efforts. I could probably offer you a cut down version of that in a month. If you did not mind 'old' copy Steven might give you permission to reprint his article. In a way I have not much to add pending the first real definitive gay rights issue which will I (alone) suspect be a criminal sexual offences law reform bill or order due later this year.

Best

Jeff

From: brian mcclinton <brianmcclinton@btinternet.com>

To: "Jeff Dudgeon" <jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com>

Subject: Re: Paisley jnr - Steven King's personal and public response

Date: Tue, 5 Jun 2007 23:57:43 +0100

Hi Jeff,

You wouldn't think of writing an article on Paisley's Hot Press interview for Humani magazine?

Deadline: 22nd June,

cheers,

Brian

On Tuesday, June 5, 2007, at 09:17 pm, Jeff Dudgeon wrote:

 
 
Cork Examiner article by Steven King

Are gays and lesbians the new Catholics in Northern Ireland? You could be forgiven for thinking so reading the interview with Ian Paisley Junior in the current edition of Hot Press magazine.

Twenty years after his father denounced Pope John Paul as “the Antichrist” in the European Parliament, and nearly 50 years after many believe his ranting led to attacks on Catholic homes in the Shankill area of Belfast, Baby Doc has another minority in his sights. (Not forgetting that Paisley Snr wasn’t above remarks about Jews’ lack of loyalty as well.)

You might think that now the DUP are sharing power - not merely with Catholics - but the IRA’s political wing, a little humility and discretion might have been learned along the way. Some chance!

Yet again, the advice is nothing less than conversion. Except this time, the bar has been set much higher. I understand how people change their religion but what do people do to “just free themselves from being gay”? In fairness, that’s the Catholic Church’s view as well but how exactly would he go about ‘freeing himself’ from being straight? The mind boggles.

Junior for his part claims that when he told Hot Press that he is “pretty repulsed” by gays and lesbians and that they “harm society”, he was badgered into giving a personal view and wasn’t speaking in his ministerial capacity. He has marshalled arguments for free speech in his defence.

Except, would he still be the junior Stormont minister responsible for equality if he had said he didn’t hate Catholics just the harm they do to society (whatever that might be)? The fact that he is still in post tells you a lot about Northern society and the extent to which governmental and human rights agencies are cowed by the Paisleys.

There is a great irony here. Earlier this year, Peter Hain, the British Secretary for Wales and Northern Ireland, demanded that the Welsh Tories drop a candidate for “bigoted and offensive remarks” after he merely pointed out that certain religious texts regard homosexuality as sinful. Where is Mr Hain’s call for young Ian to be dumped?

Northern Ireland is not Wales. On the BBC Radio Ulster’s Talkback last Friday, the phonelines were jammed by people ringing in to say that Paisley was just articulating what ‘most’ people were thinking. One caller helpfully suggested that all gay and lesbian people should be rounded up and incarcerated indefinitely in the North’s high-security Maghaberry prison.

Indeed, Paisley’s answer to everything is that he keeps being re-elected by the voters of North Antrim. Does election to office, and appointment to ministerial office, give you licence or confer responsibilities? Did the fact that Gerry Adams got elected time and again in West Belfast in any way confer a spurious mandate on the IRA’s activities?

Ian Junior might believe he is able to distinguish between his personal feelings and his ministerial responsibilities, but there is bound to be scepticism. He needs to be much clearer about how his personal feelings - to which he is entitled - will not prevent him in any way from carrying out his duties on equality issues. Sooner or later, there was bound to be a conflict between the views of the Paisleys, based on a particular interpretation of religion, and the implementation of human rights laws, based on equality. Perhaps it is a good thing that it has happened at an early stage, when there is immense goodwill towards the devolved Executive. Lack of wisdom and inexperience are factors here.

Nevertheless, the suspicion remains that the fundamentalist fringe element of the DUP’s support is being bought off. The leaked minutes of a DUP meeting in Lurgan revealed that many members seemed more concerned about “toilet sex” than IRA disbandment.That is the most disturbing aspect of the Hot Press interview. Ian Junior and I have known each other for the best part of 15 years since we were at Queen’s University together. We have (or had) a fairly jocular relationship over that time, agreeing to disagree about politics. The Junior I know is almost as worldly as the next person - although I accept he never smoked marijuana.

The trouble is there is another Ian Paisley Junior. One recollection makes the point. During a debate in November 1996 in the Northern Ireland Forum (the Assembly’s predecessor) the DUP had a motion down about child abuse. During the course of his speech, Junior kept insinuating that paedophilia was somehow the product of society’s increasing toleration of homosexuality.

He ended his remarks as follows: “Recently, the Royal Ulster Constabulary … indicat[ed] that recruits would be trained to handle people who are gay, to deal with them more sympathetically. So Northern Ireland is not exempt from the creeping problem of whether to accept this perversion.”

Immediately after the debate, the Forum’s chairman held a drinks party in the chamber. Ian came bounding over to me, smiling: “What about you, Steven? What’s the crack with you?”

This ‘pervert’ impolitely told him to get lost. “Hey what have I done?” he protested. “Your speech a few minutes ago was a disgrace, Ian. How dare you imply that paedophilia and being gay are one and the same?” I replied firmly, turning my back. “Oh, but Steven, I wasn’t having a go at you. I mean we’re friends, aren’t we? Just because you’re gay doesn’t affect that, does it? I’m sorry if I offended you.” He got a further impolite injunction to clear off.

Another example of Ian’s double-standards emerges in the Hot Press interview. Despite going on at length about the evil of homosexuality and the extent to which it offends his “very strong faith”, when asked about pre-marital sex his response is perplexing: “I don’t have any views on it. It happens.”

How can someone with such a strong Christian outlook not have any views on the 7th Commandment? Does he have no views on the others? Or is his just some pick’n’mix Christianity that adheres only to the bits of the Bible that might bring in a few votes in redneck country? Is he simply afraid of upsetting those of his constituents that want gays locked up but don’t mind getting 14 year-old girls pregnant on a drunken Saturday night?

A clue lies elsewhere in the interview. He accuses me of hypocrisy for advising MPs to vote one way on civil partnerships in the House of Commons whilst contracting one myself. Needless to say, it’s laughably far-fetched rubbish. Is my memory failing me or don’t the Commandments say something about “not bearing false witness”?

No-one likes being misrepresented but while it’s questionable whether someone like Paisley Junior is fit to hold a public office with responsibility for equality legislation, I’m more sad than angry. It can’t be easy being Ian Paisley’s son.

Junior’s problem is that the sash his father wore lies about his ankles in folds. He is the palest of imitators, a charmless bigot in public. True, he might be a saint compared to his co-minister Old Bailey bomber Gerry Kelly but in a society where the murder of gay men is a frighteningly common occurrence, Junior is a dangerous influence nevertheless.

Dr Steven King 

