Spectator 18 June 2005

Co-incidentally a writer told of how he became the object of an Ulster politician's homosexual desires in the Spectator magazine (18 June 2005) in an article entitled ‘Harmless Old Buggers’ (retitled on the cover ‘Harmless old Queens’). He described how he rejected anguished attempts at intimacy from James Kilfedder, the MP for North Down from 1970 to his death in 1995. Mr McKinstry also recalled one “embarrassing” incident when Mr Kilfedder voiced his affections after drinking too much wine at dinner in the House of Commons. The columnist's experiences are, Mr McKinstry described Mr Kilfedder as a “surprisingly flamboyant, cosmopolitan figure for the hard world of Ulster politics”. He also stated: “Unfortunately, the searchlight of his flamboyance settled in my direction and for several years he was an awkward presence in my youth.” 

The articles said the MP who died of a heart attack “when gay rights activists threatened to expose him as a homosexual”. It added: “I was never under any illusions about the nature of his interest in me, especially after one embarrassing evening when he took me to dinner at the House of Commons.” Having imbibed rather too much claret, he cried out in a loud voice, 'I can't bear to have this table between us any longer,' a statement which rather shook the Northern Labour MP at the table next to ours. “Through a cowardly unwillingness to avoid a confrontation, I allowed him to remain a friend, though I rejected all his anguished attempts at greater intimacy.” The main theme of Mr McKinstry's article was that generations of boys have been the “subject of the attentions of enthusiastic but essentially harmless older men”. 

Referring to the not guilty verdict in the Michael Jackson trial, the columnist called for more tolerance of such behaviour if no abuse or exploitation occurs. He argued that “by seeing danger at every turn, by putting the most sinister gloss on every act of affection, all rationality has been lost”.

