LGB & T Consultative Forum 
Tuesday 18 October 2011 730pm 
Premier Inn, Waring Street 
Attendance: Matthew McDermott, Vincent Creelan, Eileen Sung, Colin Flinn, Walter Stafford, John O’Doherty, Deirdre McNamee, Christine Stoll, Niall Gillespie, Malachai O’Hara, Aoife Ni Chonghaile, Simon Stewart, Nicola Doran, Stephen Glenn, Cara McCann, Libby Kinney, Emma Reid, Lucy Phipps, Jeff Dudgeon, Sharon Fitchie, Jennifer Clifford, Rebecca Carson, Angela Sayers, P. Monteague, Amanda Stephens 

Apologies: Fidelma Carolan, Steve Williamson, Chris Gaddis, Harriet Long 

1) Welcome 
Matthew McDermott, the co-ordinator for the meeting, welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2) Introductions 
Those in attendance gave a short introduction for the benefit of the meeting 

3) Attendance & Apologies 
Noted. 

4) Minutes of the Previous meeting 
Minutes of 9 June 2011 

John O’Doherty raised the issue of the ‘Needs Analysis’ and stated that due to the time that has passed from the commissioning of the work to what had been produced by way of a needs analysis document, to now has been so great that the LGBT sector looks significantly different. In order to produce a reliable needs analysis the work have to be redone from the beginning, which is an unfair expectation on the sector as there is no additional support from government to support that process or approach. Eileen Sung recognised the work that had went into developing the ‘Needs Analysis’ and stated that it would be a good reference point for the department. On that basis it was agreed to send the ‘Needs Analysis’ to OFMdFM. ACTION: Niall Gillespie 
Minutes Proposed by: Vince Creelan Seconded by: Colin Flinn 

5) Department of Health Sexual Orientation Action Plan 
Malachai O’Hara informed members that the sub group established at the previous forum meeting to progress the DHSSPS Sexual Orientation Action Plan on behalf of the sector had completed its work and that a copy of the document would be sent to the Department for comments. 

ACTION: Matthew McDermott 
Copies of the action plan where available at the meeting for members. 

6) Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
Matthew McDermott outlined to members that following a meeting with the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development an offer had been made by the Department for the sector to use the DARD regional premises across Northern Ireland for the promotion of LGB&T Issues and support services. After discussion, John O’Doherty suggested that the best way to utilise the offer would be through the cross sectoral regional advertising strategy that is being developed. This was agreed. 

It was further agreed that Matthew McDermott would follow this up with DARD. ACTION: Matthew McDermott 
John O’Doherty thanked Sharon Fitchie for the offer and also for attending the meeting and stated that he looks forward to working with her and the department. 

7) PSNI Independent Advisory Group 
Matthew McDermott informed members that the LGBT Independent Advisory Group to the PSNI is currently seeking new members and that anyone who is interested should either contact himself at matthew@rainbow-project.org or Jayne at IAG@psni.pnn.police.uk 

8) Sexual Orientation Strategy and Action Plan and the UK Government Equalities Office 
Matthew McDermott welcomed Emma Reid and Lucy Phipps from the UK Governments Equalities Office to the meeting and thanked them for travelling to Northern Ireland to address the forum. 

Emma Reid and Lucy Phipps outlined; 1) What GEO do 

2) The areas of policy that they work in 

3) How they developed their ‘Working for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Equality’ Paper and some of the measure therein 

4) The impact of the Equality Act 2010 on their work and support from Prime Minister and Ministers 

5) The cross government Trans Equality Plan 

6) The UK Trans survey 

7) Civil Partnerships and Religious Premises 

8) Equal Marriage 

The forum members had a discussion and asked a number of questions of the GEO officials. Matthew McDermott thanked both Emma Reid and Lucy Phipps for attending. 

Eileen Sung outlined to members that the engagement between GEO and OFMdFM was very useful and that she would encourage forum members to keep abreast of developments from the unit. 

The website is: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/equalities/ 

9) Organisational Updates 
Deferred until next meeting. 

10) Any Other Business 
Niall Gillespie – COSO Niall Gillespie informed members that COSO, as a limited company, had been formally dissolved and no longer existed as an entity. 

Colin Flinn 

As COSO has now been dissolved Colin Flinn suggested that it would be a good idea to consider renaming the mailing list. This was agreed by members. He asked members to consider a new name for the “coso mailing list” that is used extensively for and by the sector. He urged people to be mindful of the importance of being truly reflective and including the trans element of LGB&T in any suggestions. 

It was agreed that Matthew McDermott would email members and the coso list asking for suggestions for changing the email address. ACTION: Matthew McDermott 
Cara McCann 

Cara McCann introduced herself as the new co-ordinator for Lesbian, Advocacy Services Initiative (LASI). Members welcomed Cara back to the sector, in her new capacity as head of LASI. 

11) Date and time of next meeting 
To be determined. 

12) Co-ordinator of next meeting 
To be agreed at the meeting.
