(Yvonne: my essay/gobbet for the Sexual Politics category – I have also amended and added to some of the details of the images you provided and am posting them in to you separately. All the best, Jeff)

TROUBLED IMAGES

by Jeff Dudgeon 

“It is hard to believe, indeed now even to conceptualise that when I started my Strasbourg case against the UK government any form of consenting sexual intimacy between two adult males was completely illegal, indeed punishable by up to life imprisonment. 

The advent of gay liberation produced an anger, even a rage in a key group of gays and lesbians in Belfast in the early 1970s which we channelled into reform, organisation and fun - for a number of years in the worst of the Troubles, we were the only people who would venture out to Belfast city centre at night. 

In our newfound confidence we thought that law was dormant but events proved us wrong. Our campaign in the Northern Ireland Gay Rights Association prompted in 1977 the Free Presbyterian Save Ulster From Sodomy crusade led by Rev Ian Paisley. But the year before over twenty of the committee members of NIGRA and the befriending group Cara-Friend were arrested in a classic homosexual purge. The police and DPP then proposed to charge a number of us for acts that were legal in England. This forced the European Court of Human Rights in a ground-breaking judgment to recognise that the total criminalisation of the homosexual community here was a violation of the right to privacy and we were thus emancipated.

A quarter of a century later most younger gay men and few heterosexuals would not know this piece of history, revealing how rapidly society changes - a minority that was despised and criminalised can within a couple of decades end up being protected, as it is, by the equality section of the Belfast Agreement.”

Jeff Dudgeon

56 Mount Prospect Park

Belfast

BT9 7BG

Tel/fax 90 664111

