NIGRA, Norris and the Goscars‏

	From:
	

	Sent:
	20 August 2009 23:10:04

	To: 
	jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com


To: ptjohnst@uiuc.edu; ilga@lsvd.de; queer_space@yahoo.com; manager@rainbow-project.com; info@rainbow-project.com; RDElliott@aol.com; rkkukuk@yahoo.com; robert.may774@ntlworld.co.uk; robert.wintemute@kcl.ac.uk; rw.welch@ulster.ac.uk; yehonaton@hotmail.com; sacha@stonewall.org.uk; mc_daid_sean@hotmail.com; seanmcgouran776@hotmail.com; o_mara_sean@hotmail.com; Shaney@ntlworld.com

Subject: NIGRA, Norris and the Goscars

Tonight, Friday 28 November after the gay history conference at the Wellington Park Hotel which runs from 7pm to 9pm, and Will Pitner's going away party, NIGRA is poised to get a Special Achievement award at the Goscars at the Kremlin (around midnight) for its achievements in the last year. 

The award to NIGRA will be presented by Senator David Norris who will be speaking earlier at the conference as is Jeff Dudgeon from NIGRA, Ailbhe Smyth, Mary Dorcey and Kieran Rose. If you want to attend the opening session of the sexuality event tonight, access will be free of charge if you indicate you are from NIGRA. Reduced price tickets for the Goscars are also available. 

The conference continues with key sessions on Saturday. NIGRA's particular achievement this year is getting rid of gross indecency in Northern Ireland through our successful campaign to be part of the Sexual Offences Act 2003, signed last week by the Queen. This also means the nasty and discriminatory 'privacy' aspect of the 1967 Act has also been removed (which illegalised saunas). Gay offences are now equal to straight ones throughout Ireland. 

We are emancipated as per the criminal law, and with civil partnership promised (we are campaigning for that law to be extended to NI immediately as well and believe we will succeed there too) should with the EU regulations in place on 2 December (with admitted flaws) be free at last, in law if not in our own heads. A great year. With thanks to all those assisted in the campaigns in their different ways. We appreciate it.

