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01.
HELD

in Cathedral Building at 20·00.

02.
CHAIR

P A MagLOCHLAINN

03. 
PRESENT

Derek ARTHUR, Brendan O’CONNELL, Damien SMITH

04.
APOLOGIES

Michael CAMPBELL, Jeff DUDGEON

05.
MINUTES

of the previous monthly meeting were not read, since we had a lot to get through.

06.
LIBERTY

had invited us to renew our subscription for £21·00.

AGREED – Brendan to see Jeff about this.

07.
HOMOPHOBIC BULLYING

Damien noted that Rainbow had received money for a campaign about this, and had written to schools.   Queer Space members and others were volunteering to help get the survey forms filled.

08.
CONSUMER COUNCIL FOR NI

Brendan noted in particular their leaflet “How to find out about your Official Record.”

AGREED – Brendan to get a copy.

09.
CITY COUNCIL CULTURE & ARTS PLAN FEEDBACK MEETING

On Tuesday 19 November 2002 (9·30 – 12·30) in the Banqueting Room, City Hall

AGREED – P A to reply (by 13 Nov), and to go to this.  To ask could Damien go as well.

10.
RELATIONS WITH PSNI

We noted Seán’s letter, already sent out to various organisations.  Brendan pointed out that this was really a position paper for discussion inside our own organisation.  He had also twice arranged meetings with Ryan O’NEILL, who had missed both.

We then had a long discussion about the most efficient method of representing our LGBT community to the PSNI.  We noted various misunderstandings and shortcomings in the past.

AGREED – Brendan to write to Rainhow asking for a meeting (several of us, several of them, Cathedral Building or other neutral venue) to find out what the situation is, and discuss how to proceed.

11.
PROTEST MARCH

Damien suggested organising a march to protest against homophobic violence, as was done in Derry .  P A pointed out how different the trade union situations were between Belfast and Derry.  We agreed that none of us could organise this on our own.

AGREED – Damien to ask Rainbow to organise this.

12.
CCTV CAMERAS IN TOILETS

This led to a long discussion, during which we clarified that Damien’s new organisation (the “Chevy Cruisers”) were not in opposition to NIGRA.  Brendan disagreed, saying that for Damien to set up a new organisation clearly meant that he was not satisfied with NIGRA’s handling of matters.

P A made it clear that NIGRA did not act on certain information because either this was mere hearsay, or because we had already spoken to local police.  He reminded us that NIGRA never condoned anyone breaking the law by having sex in a public toilet: we merely tried to ensure that any penalties imposed were reasonable and not excessive.

Damien complained of a security man banging his cubicle door, but then added that he’d been hanging around that toilet for about an hour at the time.  He also alleged that security men were pretending to be police – yet told how the security man in this case had said he was from security.

AGREED – that we continue in future to poster where we deemed necessary in order to warn cruisers about police operations following from complaints.

13.
Stephen McAREE [murderer]

We noted how (at the last regular meeting with the PSNI) P A had voiced our worry about the whereabouts of McAREE, and whether he was still on bail and barred from the city centre, or had been tried and sentenced.  Sgt Margaret BROWN had (rightly) replied that the PSNI could not release such information about any individual.

AGREED – all we could do was keep our eyes and ears open.

14.
JOE OLIVER article in SUNDAY LIFE


We objected to Joe Oliver quoting an un-named motorist as calling all gay people ‘perverts’.  Damien pointed out that the young men using mobile phones (mentioned in the article) were not there for gay sex, but almost certainly dealing drugs.


AGREED.- that we work together to produce several protest letters to the Sunday Life.

15.
INTERNATIONAL LESBIAN & GAY ASSOCIATION


Damien inquired about the progress of our bid to host the ILGA 2006.


AGREED – P A to contact Seán McGOURAN.

16
USI PINK TRAINING CONFERENCE

Jeff had been invited to address this.  P A was irritated that NIGRA had not received the courtesy of an invitation, since this event was “on our patch.”

AGREED – P A to accompany Jeff on Friday night, and perhaps attend the Saturday slot on LGBT and the Law.

KINDLY READ THESE, AND NOTIFY ME IF YOU THINK SOMETHING IS NOT ACCURATE.

