Proposal for the Seminar on LGB rights

Aim of the seminar:

· Identify the needs of LGB people in Northern Ireland and how human rights law (i.e. Human Rights Act 1998 –mostly- and Section 75 -as well-) can respond to them.

· Identify good (bad?) practices in Public authorities

· Develop an action plan that would guide the work of the Human Rights Commission and public authorities.

· Get an engagement from public authorities that they will give proper consideration to the action points out of this conference.

Suggested places for holding the seminar

NICVA (left a message)

Linenhall Library available on the 14th March 2003.

Queen’s University (Canada Room) free on the 7th of March.

Grosvenor Hall (will get a response tomorrow)

Equality Commission (Will get a response tomorrow)

Suggested speakers

Lord Leister (or one of the researcher in his team on Partnership Bill)/Robert Wintermute presentation on Human Rights Act and rights for LGB people

Barry Fitzpatrick on the SEB, the work of the Equality Commission and European law

Dermott Feenan or other researchers on the work commissioned by the NIHRC

Mary Quiery for presentation of her findings in Mighty Silence

Some people in public authority where good practices. (I have some ideas but would like to discuss this with you).

Neil Jarman on the update of research on homophobic bullying.

Format of the seminar

1. Introductory paper by main speaker: LGB human rights (10-10.30)

2. LGB Rights and the equality agenda (Barry Fitzpatrick, John MacLaughlin)(10.30-11.00)

3. Short presentations on research: Mary Quiery, Feenan et al. (11-11.30)

4. question/answer (11.30-12.00)

5. Workshops: (12.00-1.00) 10 minutes paper then 45 minutes discussion with 5 action points agreed at the end.

suggested topics include:

· Homophobic Violence: 10 minutes paper by Neil Jarman on the research and then 45 minutes discussion with 5 action points agreed at the end.

· LGB Youth: 10 minutes paper by GLYNI or Youthnet on their research

· LGB people and Criminal Justice: 10 minutes paper by Jeff Dudgeon

· LGB rights and health: Suzanne McCartney, equality Manager, Down Lisburn

· Other interesting topics might include: family rights/partnership, employment etc…

Lunch break (poetry reading and performances)

1. Report on action points (1/2 hour)

2. Plenary session(1/2 hour)

3. Summary of the day and action points

Targeted audience

LGB activists 

Other interested NGOs (i.e. CAJ, NICEM, Children Law Centre…)

Public authorities (Equality Managers) including maybe the police, representatives of departments.

Political parties

I would like to meet you to discuss those suggestions and also how this would fit best with the work that CoSO and the NIHRC are doing. I would hope that after this seminar some public authorities will commit to change things and that we will be able to lobby the ones which have not.  None of the suggested speakers are aware of this event and we must move on quite quickly to put this date in their diary. As explained to James, there is some money available for the seminar until the 1st of April after that it will be very difficult to secure funding for this event.  If you have any questions or suggestions please call me at the Commission 02890243987.
Best Wishes,

Christine Loudes

