20 October 2009

Dear Helen,

Thank you for your reply which I understand. 

As I am confused by your file numbering, two questions before I move on to other requests. 

Is the whole file CJ 4/1096/1 one document or is document 127 the only closed item in it?  

How many files are there beyond 1096/1? 

I now realise there are other closed documents in the CJ 4 series with differing closure periods and would like to test them under FoI. They appear to be three in number over and above CJ 4/1096/1: 

CJ 4/1096/2 (Document 143), CJ 4/1631/3 (Documents 8, 18-21, 51, 58), and CJ 4/1631/4 (Document 2, Flag A) 

The archive numbering again confuses me. 

Thanks 

Jeff Dudgeon

From: Helen.Potter@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

To: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

Date: Fri, 16 Oct 2009 17:05:51 +0100

Subject: Freedom of Information Request: Reference F0022042

Dear Mr Dudgeon, 

Thank you for your email of 15 September 2009 regarding CJ 4/1096/1 – Closed Extract: Document 127. Let me firstly apologise for the delay in responding to you on this occasion. 

In answer to your questions I will try to explain more about the extract itself and also the sensitivities. 

The document referred to in the extract description relates to one 6 page table that records the offence in question and details relating to both the victim and perpetrator, such as age and name. The rest of the file and information on this topic has already been released and is therefore in the public domain. 

It is our practice to protect the identity of victims, and in the case of sexual offences, which are of such a highly sensitive nature it is also or practice to withhold the name of the perpetrator as the disclosure of this information may lead to the identity of the victim becoming apparent. Therefore in terms of redaction and removal of the names, it would mean redacting every single entry on this table. In some instances the victim and the perpetrator are both juveniles and thus it would be likely that these cases would not have been heard in open court, in order to protect the identity of minors. 

Please get in touch if you have any further questions in relation to your initial FOI request.

Helen. 

1. CJ 4/1631/3 Legislation on homosexuality in Northern Ireland: application to European Human Rights Commission by Northern Ireland resident; proposed law reform and decision not to prosecute; correspondence with FCO, Attorney-General, Commission etc 


Record Summary


Scope and content 



Closed extracts: Document 8, 18-21, 51, 58


Covering dates 1976 Apr 21 - 1977 Jul 28
CJ 4/1631/4

Record Summary

Scope and content 


Closed extracts: Document 2, Flag A

Covering dates 
1976 Apr 21 - 1977 Jul 28

Availability 
Closed Or Retained Document, Open Description, Closed For 82 years
2. CJ 4/1908 Political outlook in Northern Ireland: reactions to White Paper; detention and special category status; constitutional Convention; prosecutions for homosexuality; correspondence with FCO and MOD.
3. CJ 4/1096/2  Homosexuality: review of Northern Ireland law 


Record Summary


Scope and content 



Closed extract: Document 143


Covering dates 1976 Jan 01 - 1976 Dec 31


Availability Closed Or Retained Document, Open Description, Closed For 
40 years.

4.
Record Summary


Scope and content 



Retained extract: Document 30


Covering dates 1974 Jul 17 - 1977 Mar 16


Availability 
Closed Or Retained Document, Open Description, Retained by 
Department under Section 3.4.
THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Listed below are 1 to 15 of about 15 search results for Northern Ireland Office homosexual

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1555

    Homosexual law reform in Northern Ireland: views of press; correspondence with general public and organisations . Homosexual law reform in Northern Ireland: views of press; correspondence with general public and organisations Home Office and Northern Ireland Office
Date range: 1976 - 1977 

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1554

    Homosexual law reform in Northern Ireland: report of Standing Advisory Commission on Human Rights; proposals for implementation . Homosexual law reform in Northern Ireland: report of Standing Advisory Commission on Human Rights; proposals for implementation 

Date range: 1976 - 1977. Source: The Catalogue of The National Archives 

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1553

    Homosexual law reform in Northern Ireland: proposed order in council; drafting and timetable; process of consultation with interested parties. Homosexual law reform in Northern Ireland: proposed order in council; drafting and timetable; process of

Date: 1977. Source

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1507

    homosexuality, divorce and abortion; proposed legislation by Order-in-Council; correspondence with Attorney-General, Lord Chief Justice of Northern Ireland Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) The National Archives, Kew

Date range: 1976 - 1977.

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1552

    Homosexual law reform in Northern Ireland: proposed order in council; drafting and timetable; process of consultation with interested parties. Homosexual law reform in Northern Ireland: proposed order in council; drafting and timetable; process of Date: 1977. Source: The Catalogue of The National Archives  

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1631

    on homosexuality in Northern Ireland: application to European Human Rights Commission by Northern Ireland resident; proposed law reform and decision not to prosecute; correspondence with FCO, Attorney-General, Commission etc Home Office and Northern Ireland Date range: 1976 - 1977. Source: The Catalogue of The 

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1908

    Paper; detention and special category status; constitutional Convention; prosecutions for homosexuality; correspondence with FCO and MOD Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) The National Archives, Kew Date range: 1974 - 1977. Source: The Catalogue of The National Archives 

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1096

    Homosexuality: review of Northern Ireland law. Homosexuality: review of Northern Ireland law Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) The National Archives, Kew Date: 1976. Source: The Catalogue of The National Archives Source. 

re CJ 4/1096/1
Freedom of Information Request: Reference F0022042‏

From: 
Foi Requests (foienquiry@nationalarchives.gov.uk)

Sent: 
24 August 2009 14:53:41

To: 
jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com (jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com)

Dear Mr. Dudgeon,

Thank you for your enquiry on the 25th July 2009 regarding CJ 4/1096/1 - Homosexuality: review of Northern Ireland law - Closed extract: Document 127 - 1976 Jan 01 - 1976 Dec 31

The Freedom of Information Act 2000 gives you two rights of access when you write to us asking for information.  You have the right to know whether we hold the information that you are looking for, and you have the right to have the information given to you.  These rights may only be overridden if the information you are looking for is covered by an exemption in the Act.   

Unfortunately, all of the information which you are looking for is covered by an exemption. This means that we cannot give you any of the information.  We have set out details below of which exemption we have applied and why.   

Section 40 exemption: this section exempts personal information about a ‘third party’ (that is, someone other than the enquirer), if revealing it would break the terms of the Data Protection Act 1998, or if the person that the information relates to would not have a right to know about it or a right of access to it under that Act (because of its exemption provisions). The 1998 Act prevents personal information being released if, for example, it would be unfair or at odds with the reason why it was collected, or where the individual whom the information was about had properly served notice that releasing it would cause major and unnecessary damage or distress.

The Section 40 (2) exemption has been engaged because this extract contains personal sensitive data of living and identifiable individuals. This information relates to sexual offences committed against juveniles, naming both the accused and victims of these offences. Consequently disclosure of such personal sensitive information would be highly likely to cause these individuals damage and distress, thus it would be unfair to these living individuals identified within this document to release this information. They would have no expectation that their sensitive data would be released into the public domain within their lifetimes and therefore to release this information during their lifetime would be a breach of the first principle of the Data Protection Act, 1998.

If you are dissatisfied with any aspect of our response to your request for information and/or wish to appeal against information being withheld from you please send full details within two calendar months of the date of this letter to:


The Quality Manager


Public Services Development Unit


The National Archives


Kew, Richmond


Surrey TW9 4DU



You have the right to ask the Information Commissioner (ICO) to investigate any aspect of your complaint. Please note that the ICO is likely to expect internal complaints procedures to have been exhausted before beginning his investigation.

If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kind regards,

Helen Potter

Freedom of Information Request: Reference F0022042‏

From: 
Jeff Dudgeon (jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com)

Sent: 
15 September 2009 10:20:34

To: 
foienquiry@nationalarchives.gov.uk
Dear Ms Potter,

Could the particular items i.e. names not be redacted? And if they refer to offences that went to court would they not be information already made public?

The DPP NI has released some of this material after a review.

Lastly could you give me an email address for the quality manager?

Thnaks

Jeff Dudgeon



From: Helen.Potter@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
To: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com
Date: Fri, 16 Oct 2009 17:05:51 +0100
Subject: Freedom of Information Request: Reference F0022042

Dear Mr Dudgeon, 

Thank you for your email of 15 September 2009 regarding CJ 4/1096/1 – Closed Extract: Document 127. Let me firstly apologise for the delay in responding to you on this occasion.

In answer to your questions I will try to explain more about the extract itself and also the sensitivities. 

The document referred to in the extract description relates to one 6 page table that records the offence in question and details relating to both the victim and perpetrator, such as age and name. The rest of the file and information on this topic has already been released and is therefore in the public domain. 

It is our practice to protect the identity of victims, and in the case of sexual offences, which are of such a highly sensitive nature it is also or practice to withhold the name of the perpetrator as the disclosure of this information may lead to the identity of the victim becoming apparent. Therefore in terms of redaction and removal of the names, it would mean redacting every single entry on this table. In some instances the victim and the perpetrator are both juveniles and thus it would be likely that these cases would not have been heard in open court, in order to protect the identity of minors.   

Finally in answer to your last question our Quality Manager does not have an e-mail address, only a postal address, which is as follows:  

The Quality Manager Public Services Development Unit The National Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU 

Please get in touch if you have any further questions in relation to your initial FOI request.  

Many thanks 

Kind regards 

Helen 

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1631/2

    Part 2 of 2. Legislation on homosexuality in Northern Ireland: application to European Human Rights Commission by Northern Ireland resident; proposed law reform and decision not to prosecute; correspondence with FCO, Attorney-General, Commission etc Date range: 1976 - 1977. Source: The Catalogue of The National 

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1631/3

    Closed extracts: Document 8, 18-21, 51, 58 . Closed extracts: Document 8, 18-21, 51, 58 Legislation on homosexuality in Northern Ireland: application to European Human Rights Commission by Northern Ireland resident; proposed law reform and decision not Date range: 1976 - 1977. 

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1631/4

    Closed extracts: Document 2, Flag A. Closed extracts: Document 2, Flag A Legislation on homosexuality in Northern Ireland: application to European Human Rights Commission by Northern Ireland resident; proposed law reform and decision not to prosecute; Date range: 1976 - 1977. Source: The Catalogue of The National 

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1096/2

    Closed extract: Document 143. Closed extract: Document 143 Homosexuality: review of Northern Ireland law The National Archives, Kew Date: 1976. Source: The 

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1908/1

    Retained extract: Document 30. Political outlook in Northern Ireland: reactions to White Paper; detention and special category status; constitutional Convention; prosecutions for homosexuality; correspondence with FCO and MOD Retained extract: Document Date range: 1974 - 1977. Source: The Catalogue of The National 

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1631/1

    Part 1 of 2. Legislation on homosexuality in Northern Ireland: application to European Human Rights Commission by Northern Ireland resident; proposed law reform and decision not to prosecute; correspondence with FCO, Attorney-General, Commission etc 

Date range: 1976 - 1977.

Home Office and Northern Ireland Office: Registered Files (NI Series) CJ 4/1096/1

    Closed extract: Document 127. Closed extract: Document 127 Homosexuality: review of Northern Ireland law The National Archives, Kew 

Date: 1976.
