PAUL BERRY

Dear Norman (Stevenson),

That was a very sparky, well argued and interesting letter almost all of which I agree with. Strong stuff indeed. It has however energised me to defend myself. Billy was the only other person to be critical of the article, saying it demeaned me. I think it was the sexual detail that annoyed him. Perhaps I was being prurient. I was recently accused of that in relation to the Casement book but gay readers are interested in such details, else why buy so many sex videos or DVDs. I felt that once I had tracked ‘Gary’ down he should be asked what had actually gone on as the Sunday World had spared its readers by writing only of a “sex act” taking place.

As this letter is being word-processed it will not have the spontaneity of something hand written, being revised over several nights.

I am enclosing a copy of a letter I wrote to the Belfast Telegraph before I was commissioned to write the article for Gay Times. It was meant to evoke what you notioned about the DUP perhaps being changed and improved by having to deal internally with the gay issue. It may also have been designed to exploit. Anyway it was not published. I was aware of treading on delicate ground in the letter, and later the article, but the serious damage to Paul Berry had already been done. I had no part in that and tried discreetly in the article not to endorse it. Indeed I think I did not.
I have not previously approved of outing except in what I would call extreme circumstances where someone was actively harming me and other gays. An example would be an MP voting to maintain criminal sanctions for acts that he was carrying out himself. That may be taking the moral high ground but protection of people’s privacy is not paramount on all occasions.

James Kilfedder was close to such an example but I was not aware of him being sexually active. I was aware of his sexual interest in men (not outworthy) and particularly of his maniacal accusation in 1987 (after he won) when he accused Bob McCartney after the count of being aided by homosexuals. I made it known then, in a responding letter, that he, Kilfedder, was knowingly aided by homosexuals, two of whom so advised me. Indeed he had sought their active assistance in mid-campaign as he felt vulnerable. That was politically fair. He had raised the issue antagonistically. I did not out him, but returned his assault in kind.

I was advised a lot later that he had really been sufficiently riled to complain about homosexuals like me ‘muscling in’, as he felt, on his political territory (North Down). I know also that Bob had earlier cooled (with my support) attempts by people to get at Kilfedder by crudely exploiting anti-gay sentiment.

Some of the internal correspondence from the CoSO discussion line is also enclosed. Various viewpoints are expressed though the debate drifted off into other areas. One item in particular, from ---- is frighteningly unrelenting and implacable. 

What I was aware of in the back of my mind when researching the article was that ‘Gary’ the masseur’s enthusiasm for exposing/destroying Paul Berry was perhaps not just gay political but also nationalist political. I did not ask his religion nor was I told, nor given any hint. I did not want to make any comment on that possibility as I had no evidence, nor did I seek any for fear of being accused of being sectarian.

After being commissioned, I did try to contact Paul Berry and genuinely offer him assistance though by mentioning I was intending to write on the subject (as I felt I must) I probably frightened him off, if he would ever have taken me up on the offer. I told him by email that anything he said would be treated confidentially, if so desired, a promise I would have honoured. I mentioned that I was politically sympathetic to his views, reminding him I had worked for Bob McCartney so could be trusted more than most.

He did not reply although did later speak to Suzanne Breen, a journalist he trusted, and denied everything, even after his suspension by the DUP. Apparently he refused to hand over his mobile phone records. I am assuming he deceived his wife and find it very difficult to believe that she was aware of his assignations. By implication, if he is denying it, she is not aware of it. 

I do harbour a little doubt that the whole story may be manufactured because Berry is good looking and (locally) famous which is why you heard similar stories about Prince Charles, Tom Cruise, Cliff Richard and Prince Edward being gay.

On other matters, I have been asked to write a 3,000-word essay on Gay Friendship for an American collection. Have you prompts or paragraphs I could use?

Also I was thinking, as you may know, of writing something on Montgomery Hyde and have recently obtained 200 pages of his copy correspondence from 1955-65 when he was writing his Casement trial book. It struck me then that the best medium for such writing might be a radio play. I have absolutely no experience of writing such material. Any chance you might be able to assist or advise? I heard such a one by E.M Forster a couple of weeks ago.

Hope to see you soon.

Jeff
6 September 2005

