[bookmark: _GoBack]Paul Prenter and Freddie Mercury articles 
March 2019

https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6787355/amp/Family-Queen-manager-hit-portrayal-Oscar-winning-movie.html



image1.emf
family-of-belfast-man-prenter-who-was-freddie-mercurys-pa-claim-movies-portrayal-destroys-his-name-37920667.html


family-of-belfast-man-prenter-who-was-freddie-mercurys-pa-claim-movies-portrayal-destroys-his-name-37920667.html





































		

Property


		

Propertynews.com




		

Property For Sale




		

Property For Rent




		

Agent Search










		

Jobs


		

niJobfinder




		

Recruit NI










		

Classifieds


		

Belfast Telegraph Classifieds




		

For Sale




		

Family Notices 



		

Place your ad 









		

Travel


		

Travel










		

Competitions




		

Cars


		

Autotrader




		

Buying New & Used




		

Sell My Car




		

Car Reviews

















		
Subscribe

		

Home Delivery




		

Digital Edition




		

Newsletters



































		Follow

		Facebook


		Twitter














[image: Belfast Telegraph]






 Hi °C | Lo °C  | WEATHER 




		Athlone


		Bray


		Cork


		Drogheda


		Dundalk






		Galway


		Kilkenny


		Limerick


		Navan


		Waterford














		

Home


		

Brexit




		

Courts




		

General Election 2019










		

News


		

Northern Ireland




		

UK




		

Republic of Ireland




		

World




		

Politics


		

General Election 2019




		

RHI Scandal




		

Local Elections 2019




		

EU Elections 2019










		

Brexit




		

Health




		

Sunday Life




		

Education


		

Graduations










		

Courts










		

Sport


		

Football


		

Irish League




		

International




		

Premier League




		

Scottish




		

European




		

Billy Weir's Column




		

Stephen Craigan




		

Gareth McAuley










		

Rugby


		

Rugby World Cup




		

Ulster Rugby




		

Podcasts




		

Six Nations




		

Club Rugby




		

Schools Cup




		

Chris Henry










		

Golf


		

The Open










		

Motorcycling




		

Boxing




		

GAA


		

Declan Bogue




		

Antrim




		

Armagh




		

Cavan




		

Derry




		

Donegal




		

Down




		

Fermanagh




		

Monaghan




		

Tyrone










		

Belfast Giants




		

Other Sports


		

Motor Sport




		

Horse Racing




		

Cricket




		

Tennis




		

Hockey




		

Cycling




		

Running
















		

Business


		

Northern Ireland


		

Commercial Property










		

Food, Drink and Hospitality




		

UK & World




		

Brexit




		

Jobs




		

Agri


		

Balmoral Show










		

Tech




		

Analysis


		

Help and Advice










		

Business Bulletin




		

Top 100




		

CCNNI Awards










		

Entertainment


		

News




		

Music and Gigs




		

Film and TV




		

Theatre and Arts




		

Belfast Festival




		

Horoscopes




		

Top 100 Hospitality










		

Life


		

Fashion & beauty




		

Health




		

House and Home


		

Homes & Interiors




		

Property Awards










		

Restaurant Reviews




		

Food & Drink


		

Recipes










		

Features




		

Books




		

Magazines


		

Countdown To Christmas 



		

Holiday Guide 2019




		

Family Life
















		

Cars




		

Opinion


		

News Analysis




		

Editor's Viewpoint




		

Columnists


		

Alban Maginness




		

Alf McCreary




		

Fionola Meredith




		

Gail Walker




		

Lindy McDowell




		

Malachi O'Doherty




		

Mary Kenny




		

Nelson McCausland




		

Ruth Dudley Edwards




		

Suzanne Breen
















		

Archive


		

People




		

Events




		

Places




		

Titanic




		

Ulster Covenant










		

Travel


		

Holiday World




		

Holiday Guide 2019




		

Your Hotel & Tour Guide










		

Video




		

Events


		

IT Awards




		

Property Awards


		

Print Supplement










		

Pet Expo




		

Sports Awards




		

Business Awards




		

Spirit of N. Ireland Awards














Search

Go











[image: Sunday Life]



Home
› Sunday Life
› News








Family of Belfast man Prenter who was Freddie Mercury's PA claim movie's portrayal destroys his name


Exclusive: brothers speak out on how Oscar-winning film skews past details
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Freddie Mercury and his assistant, Paul Prenter











By David O'Dornan




March 17 2019 12:33 PM
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Family of Belfast man Prenter who was Freddie Mercury's PA claim movie's portrayal destroys his name

BelfastTelegraph.co.uk

Family and friends have leapt to the defence of the Belfast man portrayed as a villain in the Oscar-winning movie about rock band Queen.

https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sunday-life/news/family-of-belfast-man-prenter-who-was-freddie-mercurys-pa-claim-movies-portrayal-destroys-his-name-37920667.html

https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article37930548.ece/f0676/AUTOCROP/h342/eddie_mercury_a%203.jpg






		Email












Family and friends have leapt to the defence of the Belfast man portrayed as a villain in the Oscar-winning movie about rock band Queen.










Former Downtown Radio worker Paul Prenter - who was Freddie Mercury's personal assistant - is cast in biopic Bohemian Rhapsody as a bad influence who led the singer astray before he died a lonely death from AIDS.


But loved ones and those who worked with Paul in Northern Ireland have slammed the film, which landed five Academy Awards including Best Picture and Best Actor.



Read More



		
How Ex-Downtown Radio DJ who was Freddie Mercury's lover became the villain of new movie Bohemian Rhapsody 







His three brothers - Stephen, Gerard and Ray - are angry that Paul was shown as someone his parents were ashamed of for being gay and a man who turned Freddie against the band and tried to stop his famous star turn at Live Aid.


Gerard, now living in Sheffield, said: "The film was like a Disney movie with all these good characters and then one villain in the shape of Paul.


"They would never have dared to do it had Paul been alive. It is a cowardly way of going about things. They set out to destroy his name knowing he is dead and can't answer back."


His eldest brother Ray added: "Paul didn't have a nasty bone in his body. He was a very gentle and kind guy. The film has blackened Paul's name."


The movie shows former music label exec Paul as a manipulative and confident gay man who seduces Mercury and lures him into a seedy world of sex and drugs.


But Paul's younger brother Stephen, who lived with him in London during the height of Queen's success, remembers Mercury calling to their small apartment to hang out and said they would go out together to gay nightclubs.


He said: "It's ludicrous, Paul and Freddie were best friends, that is it. They went everywhere together, they went to gay clubs together.
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Paul Prenter







"Freddie would come to the flat to hang out but most of the time Paul would go to Freddie's place.


"They were both queens, they liked to chase after masculine men, that was their type, they definitely weren't into each other.


"If they weren't out together Freddie called the house almost every night and they'd talk for hours, every time I answered the phone it was Freddie.


"I heard Paul's side of the conversation and they would gossip about the band, about men in their lives, they would laugh, but they were never lovers.


"I can say 100% categorically Freddie and my brother were not involved sexually in any context, any one who knew them knew that.


"Freddie was gay, simple. My brother did not make Freddie gay and Freddie was taking drugs long before he met my brother," he says.
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Freddie Mercury and Paul Prenter, his assistant







"So the idea that Paul corrupted Freddie is nonsense, Freddie was not a man to be led."


Stephen (59), now a casino worker in Las Vegas, remembers Paul taking him to Elton John's birthday party on board HMS Belfast which is moored on the River Thames in London.


He said: "It was great, I was 19 and there was a free bar. Freddie called Elton by his gay nickname Sharon.


"I remember being invited to a lot of parties during that time and I met a lot of stars, the likes of Rod Stewart, Annie Lennox, Diana Ross. I was also backstage at a lot of Queen concerts."


And he said he was particularly upset by the suggestion that his parents had turned their back on his brother for being gay when in the movie Paul's character, played by actor Allen Leech, says, "My father would rather see me dead than let me be who I am".


Stephen said: "My parents knew about Paul being gay since he was 16, so for a long time.








[image: Bohemian Rhapsody: Paul Prenter and Freddie Mercury]
[image: Bohemian Rhapsody: Paul Prenter and Freddie Mercury]



Bohemian Rhapsody: Paul Prenter and Freddie Mercury







"He'd come back on holidays with his boyfriends and stay at my parent's house in Dublin with his partners staying in the same bedroom.


"So there was never any issue, the only person who had an issue with being gay was Freddie. Freddie never once in his life admitted to being gay, it was an open secret but never once did he say, 'I'm gay', whereas Paul was very open about it.


"So to bring the Irish Catholic parents thing into the movie is nonsense."


Gerard (71) adds: "They have just reached lazily for the stereotype of what a Catholic father from Belfast might be without any regard for the truth.


"Paul had boyfriends when he started DJ-ing. He never lived in fear of our father. Both he and my mother were ordinary people and very liberal minded, really good parents.


"He ended up burying his son after he died of AIDS so for the makers of the film to portray the family like that is a disgrace."


And eldest brother Ray, a retired head-teacher now living in Waterford, said their parents Bill and Eileen supported Paul through his illness until his death in Dublin.


He said: "My parents had total empathy for Paul when they found out he had AIDS. There was no rancour about what he had been doing or how he had become ill."


Paul's family acknowledge the hurt caused by his explosive interview about Freddie Mercury's sex life in The Sun newspaper in 1987, for which he was paid £32,000 - the modern equivalent of £90,000. In the film it is portrayed as a TV hatchet job.


But they claim he was disgruntled over how he was fired by the band and needed the money to pay for his treatment for AIDS.


Ray says: "Paul was very bitter. He felt they let him down and he was hurt. He worked for them for years and he got very little from them.


"That was when he decided he had to get a few bob for his own treatment. So that is why he went with the papers."


Gerard added: "The truth is that Paul was no saint, but he was a kind and generous person and not the villain the film makes him out to be."


Queen and 20th Century Fox, which distributed the film Bohemian Rhapsody, did not reply to a request for comment.
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PSNI arrest warrant for Glens midfielder Thomas Byrne after court no-show 




By Stephen Looney The PSNI has issued an arrest warrant for Glentoran midfielder Thomas Byrne after the 20-year-old failed to turn up for a court appearance last month.
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Community says 'enough is enough' to dog poisonings on Comber Greenway 




By John Toner Dog lovers have rallied round a distraught family after a beloved Cavalier King Charles Spaniel was poisoned on the Comber Greenway.
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Jail for Northern Ireland drink driver with 'one of worst' readings of the year 




By Sarah Henderson A man with one of the highest alcohol readings detected on Northern Ireland's roads this year has been jailed for 10 months and banned from the road for five years.
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Loyalists march on Belfast City Hall for Union flag protests anniversary 




By John Toner Dozens of people marched on Belfast City Hall this afternoon to mark the seventh anniversary of the Union flag protests.
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Round by round: Carl Frampton bosses Tyler McCreary in Las Vegas mismatch to set up...
 Boxing
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Jail for Northern Ireland drink driver with 'one of worst' readings of the year
 Sunday Life
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Loyalists march on Belfast City Hall for Union flag protests anniversary
 Sunday Life
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Tyrone singer Janet Devlin on her sexuality, her lack of dates, beating her body...
 Weekend
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Police investigating sudden death of man in east Belfast
 Northern Ireland
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Colin Nixon on how Glentoran snub broke his heart
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Dissidents' Santa with rifle image condemned by...
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Belfast nightlife: Craics 90 at Filthy McNastys - November 26 2019 [photos] 
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Belfast nightlife: Switch at Thompson's Garage - November 21 2019 [Photos] 
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I’ve waited for five years, then this happens - NHS strike leads to cancelled operations 
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He attacked Dale Farm van of wife's lover 
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Food review: The Chef Range from Eurospar 
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Watch: Murder victim Michael Kerr's last movements revealed in CCTV footage 
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Search for missing mum-of-four goes on as family thank public for support 
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Freight to open second Belfast restaurant 
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Pat Finucane's 'killer' Jim Spence behind loyalist poster campaign against his son John 
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Baby died three times on way to hospital as mum got CPR instructions over phone 
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Ivan Little: Hold on a wee second... this is something many fellas have done after a night out 
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What's on - from Georgian Festival to Xmas lights 
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Conor McCollum's heartbroken mum in poignant tribute 
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Opinion: 
Topical and political cartoons from Belfast Telegraph 
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Belfast Telegraph Sports Awards 2019: Send us your nominations 
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Brexit voices from Northern Ireland - People share their hopes, fears and frustrations 
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Northern Ireland’s Top 100 Companies 2019 
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Game of Thrones: Map of every NI location 








Archive




[image: British soldiers patrol Belfast in 1969]
[image: British soldiers patrol Belfast in 1969]





Northern Ireland Troubles gallery - conflict and bloodshed 
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Exclusive Revealed: GCSE league table results 



















[image: ]
The Belfast Telegraph is a member of IPSO and subscribes to its Editors' Code of Practice.









		

News


		

Northern Ireland




		

UK




		

Rep of Ireland




		

World




		

Politics




		

Brexit










		

Sport


		

Football




		

Rugby




		

GAA




		

Golf




		

Motor Sport




		

Motorcycling










		

Business


		

Northern Ireland




		

Food & Drink




		

UK and World




		

Brexit




		

Jobs




		

Agri










		

Entertainment


		

News




		

Film and TV




		

Music and Gigs




		

Theatre and Arts




		

Belfast Festival




		

Horoscopes










		

Life


		

Fashion




		

Health




		

House




		

Eating Out




		

Food




		

Features










		

Opinion


		

News Analysis




		

Editor's Viewpoint




		

Columnists
















		Follow

		Facebook


		Twitter

















[image: BelfastTelegraph.co.uk]

Search

Go






		

Mobile Site




		

App




		

Sitemap




		

Contact




		

T&Cs




		

Privacy Statement




		

Cookie Policy




		

Media Pack




		

Group Websites




		

Complaints




		

Paid-for Content Policy







© Belfast Telegraph [image: Logo Inm A]















		

Home


		

Brexit




		

Courts




		

General Election 2019










		

News


		

Northern Ireland




		

UK




		

Republic of Ireland




		

World




		

Politics


		

General Election 2019




		

RHI Scandal




		

Local Elections 2019




		

EU Elections 2019










		

Brexit




		

Health




		

Sunday Life




		

Education


		

Graduations










		

Courts










		

Sport


		

Football


		

Irish League




		

International




		

Premier League




		

Scottish




		

European




		

Billy Weir's Column




		

Stephen Craigan




		

Gareth McAuley










		

Rugby


		

Rugby World Cup




		

Ulster Rugby




		

Podcasts




		

Six Nations




		

Club Rugby




		

Schools Cup




		

Chris Henry










		

Golf


		

The Open










		

Motorcycling




		

Boxing




		

GAA


		

Declan Bogue




		

Antrim




		

Armagh




		

Cavan




		

Derry




		

Donegal




		

Down




		

Fermanagh




		

Monaghan




		

Tyrone










		

Belfast Giants




		

Other Sports


		

Motor Sport




		

Horse Racing




		

Cricket




		

Tennis




		

Hockey




		

Cycling




		

Running
















		

Business


		

Northern Ireland


		

Commercial Property










		

Food, Drink and Hospitality




		

UK & World




		

Brexit




		

Jobs




		

Agri


		

Balmoral Show










		

Tech




		

Analysis


		

Help and Advice










		

Business Bulletin




		

Top 100




		

CCNNI Awards










		

Entertainment


		

News




		

Music and Gigs




		

Film and TV




		

Theatre and Arts




		

Belfast Festival




		

Horoscopes




		

Top 100 Hospitality










		

Life


		

Fashion & beauty




		

Health




		

House and Home


		

Homes & Interiors




		

Property Awards










		

Restaurant Reviews




		

Food & Drink


		

Recipes










		

Features




		

Books




		

Magazines


		

Countdown To Christmas 



		

Holiday Guide 2019




		

Family Life
















		

Cars




		

Opinion


		

News Analysis




		

Editor's Viewpoint




		

Columnists


		

Alban Maginness




		

Alf McCreary




		

Fionola Meredith




		

Gail Walker




		

Lindy McDowell




		

Malachi O'Doherty




		

Mary Kenny




		

Nelson McCausland




		

Ruth Dudley Edwards




		

Suzanne Breen
















		

Archive


		

People




		

Events




		

Places




		

Titanic




		

Ulster Covenant










		

Travel


		

Holiday World




		

Holiday Guide 2019




		

Your Hotel & Tour Guide










		

Video




		

Events


		

IT Awards




		

Property Awards


		

Print Supplement










		

Pet Expo




		

Sports Awards




		

Business Awards




		

Spirit of N. Ireland Awards















Search

Go



















