I presume Pope Benedict means male prostitutes having sex with men, in which case his remark is, on the face of it, of no consequence. The church has a moral issue about contraception not condoms per se.

He could no more oppose such males using condoms as he could them using lubricants. In neither case is conception being averted.

It may however be a sign that he is seeking a way to adjust the church's birth control policies, perhaps even that on homosexuality, or it may just be his mind wandering.

It is a little like Prince Charles being asked an unexpected question about his wife's future title and status, thinking maybe this is the moment to introduce a little uncertainty and to open up a possibility.

JD
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At 00:53 2010.11.21, Peter wrote:


“This new stance shows that the Vatican now realises that it’s earlier policy was untenable and unsustainable,” said Mr Tatchell.

        It's good to know that even popes can eventually benefit from sex education ... even if it takes decades.

        This is not yet blanket approval for condoms.  And catholic commentators remain perplexed as to how the pope will attempt to integrate this small but tectonic shift with remaining Vatican dogma.
