[Radio 4 Today interview scrapped because of fire at Weston super Mare pier]
Princess Mary was twelve years younger than William. She is said, initially, to have found her husband repulsive and was also very homesick in Holland when she had to go and live there. The marriage was difficult at first although, in time, Mary is said to have come to love her husband. William was said to have been cold and indifferent to his wife but, nevertheless, grieved deeply when she died in 1694. Almost certainly significantly, they had no children.

Meanwhile William was consolidating his position in England. Among his first actions was to make William Bentinck first earl of Portland, as well as conferring on him various other titles and possessions. According to the historian Peter Beresford Ellis, it was Bentinck who more than most others persuaded William that the war in Ireland must be brought to a speedy conclusion. Another of William’s favourites, the tall and very handsome Englishman Henry Sidney, was also ennobled by the king as the earl of Rodney. 

In England, the king’s enemies were not above hinting at their sovereign’s sexual oddities in contrast to those of James II whom he had replaced:

But since nor Wife nor Daughter ever felt

WILL’s manly Parts, but rather thought him gelt,

JAMES was but ill deposed, whose fruitful Cods,

Scattered a generous Race of Demi-Gods,

While t’other unperforming puny Prig,

Could only with his Page retire and fr[ig].

The king died in 1702 and William Bentinck in 1709. They are both buried close to one another in Westminster Abbey.

Mary became pregnant soon after the marriage, but miscarried. After an illness in 1679, she never was able to become pregnant again.

Throughout William and Mary's marriage, William had only one acknowledged mistress, Elizabeth Villiers, in contrast to the many mistresses his uncles openly kept.

Homosexual accusations

During the 1690s rumours of William's homosexual inclinations grew and led to the publication of many satirical pamphlets. He had several male favourites, including two Dutch courtiers to whom he granted English dignities: Hans Willem Bentinck became Earl of Portland, and Arnold Joost van Keppel was created Earl of Albemarle. These close relationships with men and the lack of mistresses led William's enemies to suggest that he preferred homosexual relationships. William's modern biographers still disagree on the veracity of these allegations, with some insisting that they were figments of his enemies’ imaginations, and others suggesting that there may have been some truth to the rumours.

Bentinck's closeness to William aroused jealousies, but some modern historians doubt that there was a homosexual element about their relationship. The same could not be said for Keppel, who was 20 years William's junior and strikingly handsome, and had risen from being a royal page to an earldom with suspicious ease. 
Lord Portland (Bentinck) wrote to King William in 1697 that 'the kindness which your Majesty has for a young man, and the way in which you seem to authorise his liberties…make the world say things I am ashamed to hear'. This, he said, was 'tarnishing a reputation which has never before been subject to such accusations'. 
William replied, saying, 'It seems to me very extraordinary that it should be impossible to have esteem and regard for a young man without it being criminal'.
‘Hyde’s nearest rival for the North Belfast candidature was Brian McConnell, later a Stormont MP and life peer from 1995 until 2000. Hyde feared that his earlier listing of King William III, Prince of Orange, as a homosexual might come back to hurt him at this selection meeting. It did, but later. His somewhat unconvincing and unused crib, in 1950 was that he was only quoting another author. 
Dr Ian Paisley, a member of North Belfast Ulster Unionist Party in Dock ward in the 1950s, recalled to the author (JD I think), his proposing a motion to Grand Lodge condemning Hyde for suggesting King William was a homosexual. 
See also an Irish Times letter of 5 June 2007 from James McGivern about Rev Ian Paisley’s son’s attack on homosexuals: “Should we not judge Ian Paisley jnr by his actions rather than his words? Surely every July 12th, he, and indeed his dad, dress in gaily coloured clothes and regalia and honour that great homosexual - King Billy’

