BACK TO THE SOUTH’S FUTURE 

by Jeffrey Dudgeon

The Queen’s visit and my Trinity Senate election result have one thing in common. They illustrate how effectively partitionist the south has now become. 
It was known that the north resonated badly across the border, but the founding myth of the state still required everyone to revere the revolutionary separatists of the 1916 to 1921 period who forced Ireland out of the UK.
Amending Articles 2 and 3 in the 1998 referendum, thus dropping the claim, has certainly worked and that must be welcomed. Republicans now realise their armed campaign had an insurmountably negative effect here and there.

But the visit (and my result) makes the change official. You can now come out and say what you feel, be you Redmondite Home Rule nationalist, pro-English or British or even Unionist. Henceforward in southern Ireland separatism is no longer the hegemonic ideology. What went before has been re-legitimised.

The Queen is now more popular in Ireland than in the UK where she is too often treated with sneering, gush or indifference. 
I ended up, before elimination, with some 250 votes. However former Belfast city councillor, Eoin O'Broin, who was Sinn Fein’s candidate for a National University seat (and with whom I debated in Dublin), got the same percentage first preference vote as I did. 
So despite getting 10% of the southern vote in March, Sinn Fein has plainly no middle class or graduate support. It is a peripheral, border and protest party. Even their Mayor of Cashel caught the mood and shook the Queen’s hand.
David Norris by hoovering up first preferences received a quota and a half thus retaining his Senate seat. That victory provides a platform in his search for Presidential nomination, particularly from the 28 county councils. 
Other parties are yet to choose their candidates. Fine Gael is keen to win as they have never held the Presidency, but their best hope, John Bruton, has now said he won’t run. Fianna Fail has no mission. 

Norris is the current favourite, and if elected President would necessitate a Trinity by-election, but the university seats, if not the Senate, are doomed, assuming Fine Gael gets its way in the proposed referendum. 
Enda Kenny did pick a gay person for the Senate in the shape of Katherine Zappone who took a landmark legal case about civil partnership in the south, and for a northerner he made the inspired choice of Dr Martin McAleese, the President’s husband, who risked unpopularity in his discussion linkages to loyalist paramilitaries.

My month rounded off with a second application for membership of the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission being rejected. I was not even shortlisted for interview, as in 1999 when, with Sylvia Hermon and Brian Garrett, I became one of the group known as ‘The Disappointed.’ No change in ruling ideology here then.
 

