SUPPORTERS OF JEFFREY DUDGEON’S SEANAD CANDIDACY AND ENDORSEMENTS 
Brian Garrett, lawyer, chairman of the Tyrone Guthrie Centre at Annaghmakerrig, Co Monaghan, former president of the Irish Association.
Arthur Aughey, Professor of Politics at the University of Ulster and Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts; a member of the editorial board of Irish Political Studies and formerly of the Northern Ireland Community Relations Council, the British Council (Northern Ireland Committee) and of the Department of Culture Arts and Leisure Working Group on the Bicentenary of the Irish Act of Union. 
“Electing Jeff Dudgeon will allow us to hear an authentic liberal Unionist voice in Seanad Eireann - which was established, among other aims, for the benign, pluralist purpose of hearing such voices. 
John Miskelly, former Chair of Stonewall.
“I would be delighted to be a supporter of your candidature. I wish you luck in your campaign.

Liam Kennedy, Professor of Economic & Social History at QUB; from Co. Tipperary originally; author of various books on Irish history, including Colonialism, Religion and Nationalism in Ireland; sometimes human rights activist.

Roy Foster, Carroll Professor of Irish History, Hertford College Oxford. Has written widely on Irish history, society and politics in the modern period, as well as on Victorian high politics and culture; and the authorised biography of Yeats. Currently working on Ireland in the late 20th Century. Books include, Charles Stewart Parnell: the Man and his Family; Lord Randolph Churchill: a Political Life; Modern Ireland 1600-1972; Paddy and Mr Punch: Connections in Irish and English History; W.B. Yeats, A Life, Volume I: The Apprentice Mage, 1865-1914; W.B. Yeats, A Life, Volume II: The Arch-Poet 1915-1939; The Irish Story: Telling Tales and Making it up in Ireland.

“Throughout his career Jeff Dudgeon has been a brave voice on behalf of worthwhile causes and a seeker after various uncomfortable truths. He would bring to Seanad Eireann perspectives which the Oireachtas would do well to take on board - notably a proven commitment to liberal values in Ireland north and south, and a close and considered attention to the ills that have bedevilled the Irish body politics in recent years.
Ruth Dudley Edwards, journalist, crime-novelist and prize-winning historian, whose non-fiction includes biographies of Patrick Pearse, newspapermen Hugh Cudlipp and Cecil King, as well as the history of The Economist, a book about the loyal orders and Aftermath: the Omagh bombing and the families’ pursuit of justice. 

“It would be a real step forward in cross-border and cross-community relations to have a unionist elected to the Senate. Jeff would be an ideal choice, not just because of his understanding of nationalism as well as unionism, and of the Republic as well as Northern Ireland, but because he would be a principled, constructive and courageous voice in the best tradition of Trinity College senators. 
Dennis Kennedy (assentor), former deputy editor of the Irish Times and President of the Irish Association, writer on Irish and European affairs. Most recent publications include Square Peg; The Life and Times of a Northern Newspaperman South of the Border, and Climbing Slemish: An Ulster Memoir, Trafford, 2006. One time head of the European Commission office in Northern Ireland, and lecturer in European Studies in Queen’s University Belfast. 

Senator Eoghan Harris, long time pluralist, political columnist with the Sunday Independent. 

''Jeff Dudgeon deserves the support of every Trinity graduate because he has spent his whole public life promoting peace, pluralism and harmony between the two constitutional political traditions on the island of Ireland.

Brian Lacey, head (founder) of Derry City Council's Heritage and Museum Service; archaeologist and early medieval historian with a particular interest in the NW of Ireland, mainly Derry and Donegal. CEO of the Discovery Programme, Ireland's institution for advanced archaeological research. A southerner with a lot of interest in and wide experience of Northern Irish affairs. 
“I am conscious of a personal debt to you because of your previous campaigns (all Irish gay people owe you that debt even if they don’t know it). I strongly admire your independence and political courage. I think it would be fantastic to see you in the Seanad. I might have the odd difference of opinion but that’s neither here nor there. 
Paul Bew (Lord Bew of Donegore), Professor of Politics, QUB, crossbench peer serving on the London Local Authority Bill Select Committee and secretary to the All Party Group on Archives. Member of the council of the Constitution Unit council. Honorary Fellow of Pembroke College, Cambridge. Member of Royal Irish Academy (MRIA). Author of two recent Thomas Davis Lectures broadcast on RTE and subsequently published. Currently working on a full-length biography of Parnell and working on the career of David Grey, US ambassador in Dublin during the Second World War.

Austen Morgan is a barrister in London and Belfast, and was involved professionally in the negotiation of the Belfast Agreement. He was (in a previous incarnation) an academic and scholarly writer, and the author of a number of books on twentieth-century Britain and Ireland. He was a visiting academic at Trinity in 1980-81, during which he lived in Dublin. His sister had studied medicine there (and the college was a convenient base), at a time when the bishops were still trying to prevent all that.

 

"Jeffrey is a good companero, and friend across the sectarian divide. He has earned his spurs as a progressive figure. And, like many liberal unionists, is an asset to progressive forces in Ireland (the island and not the presumptive state). 
 

We discuss affairs in the Republic regularly, and there has been a great deal to talk about. Jeffrey, with a civil service background, has a great deal to contribute on the new coalition's plans to save the country.

 

But there is also a hugely symbolic character to his candidacy. Trinity has put eminent men and women in the senate, some of moral statute and others lesser would-be politicians. If he were elected freely (as opposed to being a Taoiseach's nominee), this would be another leap away from the bedevilling past of Ireland.
Michael H.C. McDowell (nominator), Washington, DC, is a former Northern Ireland journalist with the Belfast Telegraph and the BBC. He has been a Harvard and think-tank fellow and senior producer and manager with the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC). In the past 14 years he has specialised in international public health and international education, advising the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, US National Institutes of Health and the World Bank. He created the concept of the Independent Monitoring Commission which helped achieved IRA disarmament and decriminalization. He was awarded an OBE in January 2001. He matriculated at TCD in 1970 after completing school at Methodist College, Belfast.

“One of the great hopes of the Belfast Agreement of 1998 was that it would create the space for ‘middle Ulster’ to speak intelligently to ‘middle Ireland’ and to open up a respectful dialogue between political traditions, north and south. Jeff Dudgeon is the perfect candidate to promote that vital conversation. He courageously promoted rights and equality issues in Northern Ireland with a voice of reason so noticeably absent in mainstream politics. In this new political era when it is permissible to be both British and Irish it would be a great symbolic act by Trinity to confirm that it was also permissible again to be both Irish and British.

As a Trinity alumnus, I am especially proud to nominate Jeff Dudgeon. Trinity, in my years, beginning in 1970, was a special place for Northern Protestants with a progressive, centrist, or unionist background. It was a unique place where, interestingly, some of my closest friends were Northern Irish Catholics who found common ground in the college branch of the Irish Labour Party, with Northern Prods., just as some had found that same common ground in the old Northern Ireland Labour Party. Trinity was a place where I could be Northern Irish, Irish, and yes, British too, for those were my three choices, and only the first predominated over the others. Intolerant unionism insisted I had only one choice -- British. Intolerant nationalism insisted my choice had to be Irish. Pluralism was my choice. Trinity also gave me an understanding of the "other" Ireland, and, I hope, gave Southern Trinity men and women some understanding of those odd people from the "North" who were like an alien species to many of them.

Let me say too, that Jeff Dudgeon is one of the bravest people I have ever known. He championed the issue of gay rights in a very narrow and bigoted Northern Ireland at a time when declaring gayness was a red light to thugs to beat gay men and women or damage their property. Being gay was a dangerous thing. I am not gay myself but I had gay friends and I knew many were afraid to be honest about their sexual orientation. They feared losing their jobs, their friends, their family, and their lives. Jeff was a fearless pioneer for equal rights and he suffered for his bravery. That fight is not yet fully won but progress has been made. And Jeff can take credit for much of that progress. He would be a good explainer of the North to the South and vice versa. Please give him a first preference in your voting. A vote for Jeff is a vote for pluralism in the best TCD tradition.
Henry Patterson, Professor of Politics, University of Ulster, on editorial boards of Irish Political Studies, Canadian Journal of Irish Studies and Saothar: Irish Labour History Journal.
Michael McGimpsey (assentor), Minister for Health Social Services and Public Safety in the Northern Ireland Executive, responsible for over 70,000 professionals working in health and social care, ambulance and the fire service and has an annual budget of approximately £4 billion pounds. An old boy of Regent House, Newtownards, he graduated from Trinity College Dublin. A businessman by profession he has had interests in building, hotels and the hospitality industry for many years.

In 1986 along with his brother Chris (former UUP Officer and Councillor), he challenged the Anglo-Irish Agreement by bringing a suit against the Irish government in the High Court of the Republic of Ireland. The case helped to raise the profile of the Unionist cause and the issue of consent which was eventually addressed through the signing of the Belfast Agreement in 1998.

Elected as an Ulster Unionist Councillor in 1993 to represent the Laganbank ward on Belfast City Council, he became an MLA in the new Northern Ireland Assembly in 1998. Upon devolution of power from Westminster in 1999, he was appointed Minister for Culture, Arts and Leisure in the first Northern Ireland Executive. With a passion for sport and arts, Michael spearheaded the football strategy and was instrumental in ensuring that the Irish Language and Ulster Scots movement received further investment. 
Graham Walker is Professor of Political History at Queen’s University Belfast. His books include Intimate Strangers: Political and Cultural Interaction Between Scotland and Ulster, and A History of the Ulster Unionist Party.

 

“Jeff Dudgeon has an impressive record of political activism and public service. He can claim to have brought about an historic change benefiting the lives of those in the gay community in Northern Ireland, and the health of society more broadly. He would be a valuable presence in Seanad Eireann.
Jim McCormick (nominator), spent the whole of his working life in education as a grammar school teacher, a Senior Counsellor with the Open University and Principal of two colleges of Further and Higher Education. The only Northerner to serve on the Irish Interim Curriculum and Examinations Committee and on the organising committee of the Irish European Schools Day, he is a former secretary of the Northern Committee of the Irish Association.

 

"Jeff Dudgeon manages to combine the often contradictory qualities of tenacity and tolerance.  He has a record second to none of successfully campaigning on human rights issues.  I believe his skills matched with his vision would be of immense benefit within the Seanad.
Bill (WJ) McCormack (assentor), issues poetry as “Hugh Maxton”, lectured at Magee College; fnd. Atlantis (1970-74), with others incl. Derek Mahon, Seamus Deane, and Augustine Martin and printed by Dolmen Press; Antwerp (Fall 1987), lecturer in English at Leeds Univ., 1974-1982; his The Noise of the Fields (1976) becomes Poetry Society Choice, 1976; publishes Sheridan Le Fanu and Victorian Ireland (OUP 1980); instrumental in revival of interest in Francis Stuart; issued Ascendancy and Tradition in Anglo-Irish History 1789-1939 (1985; reiss. as From Burke to Beckett 1994), arguing that the concept helped the colonist community to enshroud its parvenu status in the appearance of nobility; lecturer at UCD, Dublin, during and following a period of free-lance writing; elected to Aosdána as Hugh Maxton, 1986; close associate of Anthony Farrell, fnd.-ed. Lilliput Press; contrib. to Across the Roaring Hill (ed. Longley and Dawe); issued Dissolute Characters: Irish Literary History through Balzac, Sheridan Le Fanu, Yeats and Bowen (1993); appt. to personal chair of Literary History at Goldsmith College, University of London, 1995, and pronounced that ‘Irish studies suffers from an excess of positivism’ in inaugural lecture at Goldsmith; called halt to attempted censure of Francis Stuart for wartime anti-semitism on the grounds of insufficient evidence, Nov. 1997; ed. Blackwell Companion to Irish Culture (1998) and a critical anthology of Anglo-Irish poetry from Swift to Yeats as Ferocious Humanism (1998); issues Fool of the Family: A Life of J. M. Synge (2000); resigned from Goldsmiths College, 2001, moved back to Co. Monaghan; Blood Kindred; the Politics of W. B. Yeats and His Death (2005).
