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Dear Ulick,

Please find enclosed a (draft) election communication for my candidature for one of the Trinity seats in the Seanad 
I expect to announce my candidacy tomorrow (Tuesday) and will be in Dublin on Wednesday to hand in my nomination papers the next morning. I don’t know who else will be in the race apart from David Norris and presumably now Ivana Bacik. 
I would not be standing had Shane Ross not vacated his seat. David wishes me luck, also writing, “While I hope to retain my seat I would of course welcome you as a colleague if you are successful.” 
There could be some surprising names yet, including people I may have given the idea to! However it was suggested in Trinity last week that numbers will be smaller than usual.
Your support would be greatly appreciated, particularly in the form of an endorsement for my candidature, one that could be used, amongst others, in my election communication. 

Obviously I would be delighted to have your name in a list of supporters of my candidacy. That would not necessarily mean endorsement of my policies but you would need to check them out for anything untoward in your eyes. And you could happily support other candidates. I am asking some other prominente.
Nominators and assentors for my candidacy include Dennis Kennedy (former deputy Editor Irish Times), Michael McGimpsey MLA (Minister of Health), Barbara FitzGerald (former Director of the Irish Association), Michael McDowell (in Washington, now with the World Bank), Professor WJ (Bill) McCormack (a previous Senate candidate he told me), and Isabella Evangelisti (Mrs Chris Hudson).

Preliminary support and encouragement has been expressed by several non-TCD colleagues and allies including Henry Patterson, Brian Garrett, Ruth Dudley Edwards, Eunan O’Halpin, Brian Lacey, Liam Kennedy, and Paul Bew.
Any advice or cautions would also be welcome.
I am staying in Buswell’s on Wednesday night. Perhaps we could go for a meal in town.
Best wishes
