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Madam,
In your issue of 17 April 2006, which reported the 90th Easter Rising anniversary commemorations, correspondents raised the issue of the Tricolour and the nomenclature of the state. Ironically on the opposite page, illustrating an article entitled ‘Cosmopolitanism key to peace’ by Robin Wilson, there was a picture of a Tricolour on a pole whose colours were green and white but definitely not orange. The third stripe was yellow or gold. 

It struck me then that no matter what officials decide, the people rearrange or overwrite national emblems. The colours of the Tricolour on display have thus reflected social reality. Flag manufacturers have then followed popular demand. 

For decades after independence, the Irish Tricolour was popularly known as the green, white and gold and was so celebrated in song. The use of white and gold (or yellow), the colours of the Papal flag, alongside the colour green, signified that Ireland was primarily a Catholic country. The Orangemen were out of sight and out of mind. Latterly Tricolours seem to be developing a reddish outer stripe, almost blood orange, perhaps the colour of European socialism.

What remains resolutely unchanging is that the Tricolour is a flag used and understood in Northern Ireland to mean the precise opposite of the reconciliation that was originally intended. Like the creed of Republicanism, it is used as a weapon against or by Protestants, an in-your-face symbol to encourage hatred. Surely it is time to contemplate a change in this department especially as orange is not the colour of most Unionists?

The official and popular nomenclature of the state, formerly and apparently unsatisfactorily the Irish Free State, the Irish Republic, or the Republic of Ireland, is increasingly ‘Ireland’, even for the census. This reflects current branding modes but will still produce an equal and opposite response from Unionists who drove ‘Eire’ out of usage in nationalist Ireland. I notice today however, that ‘Ireland’ is taken, and spoken, particularly by non-nationals, to mean the 26-county entity (or is it now 28-county with Fingal and South Dublin?) The rest of the island being referred to as the UK or Northern Ireland. You just can’t win with names and symbols. Like life they are always being eroded, confused and turned around.

Discussing the national anthem is perhaps for another day, but being of part-English descent, I doubt if I could ever warm to a song that includes the line “Out yonder waits the Saxon foe”.

Yours sincerely
Jeffrey Dudgeon

