SYNOPSIS OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RIGHTS SUBGROUP DEMANDS

JEFF  DUDGEON

· I have only attended last two meetings but ‘voluntary’ and community groups dominate. DUP and SDLP absent.

· No intention whatsoever to consider ‘particular circumstances’ of NI, parity of esteem, i.e. the actual Forum’s remit nor any audible understanding of same.

· Equality of outcome predominates not equality of opportunity.

· Discussion largely about adding to NIHRC’s already extensive list of ‘rights’.

· No sense that these are largely if not exclusively political issues.

· UK context never considered.

· When I mentioned costing these ‘demands’ which might run to £50 billion UK-wide, a moment of pause was sensed but then was told cost of not so implementing higher. No recognition that taxes would have to rise mercilessly. 

· Statism total despite Alliance Party’s vain efforts to contemplate non-state accessible rights

· I mentioned the need to engage Dublin as they were required to mirror our Bill of Rights (as per Agreement) but met with silence.

· Legal adviser (Aoife Nolan) heavy on concept of ‘progressive realisation’, which may mean ‘ensure demands are codified even if you accept they are not to be effected immediately’.

· Following four pages are heads of items on social and economic rights subgroup wish list which are to be considered for Bill of Rights though not sure yet how they might be phrased i.e. in some more general way.
ADEQUATE STANDARD OF LIVING

· Food and clothing

· Right to water (South Africa BoR provides explicit right to access to water)

· Problems of fuel poverty

· Right to energy (housing services: sanitation, fuel)

· Child poverty in NI very high and this derives in part from low level of benefits

· Income adequacy 

· Low pay rates

· Older people on fixed incomes often live in poverty and experience age discrimination and means testing for basic needs 

· Social security benefits have been de-linked from wages and have been set too low

· Social protection provisions often do not recognise differential gender experiences (eg pensions for women)

There was a short exchange on the tension that exists between setting down rights that are “possible” and do not merely constitute a wish-list that is much too costly.  It was agreed that at some point there would need to be an exploration of the costs of the eventual proposals from this group and others, and the (sometimes hidden) costs of not doing certain things.   

B. 
RIGHT TO WORK

· Right to collective bargaining 

· Untrammelled right to strike

· Right to decent pay

· Need to tackle gender pay gap

· Too low a level of minimum wage

· Problem of the poverty trap and unemployment

· Issue of growing economic inactivity (hidden unemployment?)

· Workplace learning

· Reasonable standard of jobs

· Migrant labour issues

· Housing ‘tied’ to work

· Living wage

· Right of migrant workers to organise

· Equal pay and conditions

· Lack of proper childcare facilities to enable women returning to work

· Family friendly work policies

· Work / life balance

· Race/sectarian/age/gender differentials in workforce

· Workplace exploitation of young workers

C
EDUCATION RIGHTS

v
Special educational needs

v
Access to education

v
Education for all ages

v
Homophobic bullying in schools and harassment issues

v
Curriculum content & delivery

v
Hate (sectarian, racist, disablist, homophobic) abuse, bullying, attitudes

v
Right to be heard

v
Right to non-discrimination

v
The voice of the child

v
Teachers being “out” (problems in reality and perception)

v
Helpline can provide plenty of examples of hate offences 

v
Invisibility of LBGT issues in the curriculum and delivery of same

v
Need to protect most vulnerable and disadvantaged in provision of education

v
Teacher training important – pay levels also

v
How to get better educational outcomes eg Protestant community not exercising right to education as actively as it might

v
Selective education

v
Boys not getting adequate education and issue of role models in primary schools

v
Transfer tests discriminatory

v
Educational under-achievement generally

v
Lack of priority to non-academic subjects 

v
Need for more emphasis on vocational work

v
Need for effective and appropriate education

v
Lifelong learning and facilities and funding also required

v
Facilitating return to education

v
Adequate and sufficient support for particular groups

v
How use education to tackle socio economic disadvantage and break the cycle of poverty

v
Need to tackle fact that current educational provision failing Travellers

v
Needs of migrant workers and English as a Second Language (ESL)

v
Irish language schooling

v
Integrated education

v
High % of statemented children 

v
Education currently creates very high and very low achievers

v
Intellectual impairments and esp people damaged by Troubles and the role that education might play in re-integrating/assisting them possibly in return to education later

v
Education can build bridges across cultures

v
Lack of appreciation of different cultures in the current curriculum

v
Religious education in curriculum determined by four Christian churches

v
Problem of segregation in schools – by religion, class, etc.

v
EMU – who is included and does it work

v
Formal schooling could be used to address conflict resolution, social skills, and giving people the tools for a healthy lifestyle

v
Sex Education and Reproductive health very necessary for our young people

v
Teachers exemption in anti-discrimination legislation

v
Child poverty and its impact on education; and how education might redress 

v
Education for girls to challenge traditional occupations

ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS

v
Sustainable environment

v
Water/electricity/street lighting (for Traveller sites and generally)

v
Sustainable communities (regardless of social status)

v
Greenbelt sites to be protected against car/roads lobby

v
Public transport to meet mass transportation needs

v
Right to live in a healthy environment

v
Ensure a legacy for the children of NI

v
Render unacceptable the creation of a polluting environment

v
Create carrots and sticks to ensure better environment

v
Govt to be made accountable for looking after natural environment

v
Need to protect reserves and parks

v
Public access to countryside

v
Right to roam

v
How to get at the issue of corruption (reference was made to recent scandals)

v
Link environment to issues of health and well being

v
Need for play areas for social development of children

v
Need safe and affordable access to our environmental heritage

v
Protection of the cultural heritage (not only Mourne Mountains, but also history, language, place)

v
Problems of aircraft noise have been tackled via art 8 of ECHR (right to private and family life)

v
Right to be involved in planning discussions 

v
Planning to be undertaken to address current inequalities, not exacerbate them

v
Responsibility for physical environment inc issues of access; safety; handling of peace walls; desegregation of housing stock; use of disused land

v
Children’s voices to be heard about their surroundings

v
Right of communities and jobs to be sustained – e g town centres not mass shopping malls

v
Importance of participation, transparency and involvement in decision making

HEALTH

[It was noted that on some indicators, the previous text in the NIHRC working group report might be unhelpful in that Northern Ireland is now better off than neighbouring jurisdictions.  It may therefore not be wise to overly emphasise the inadequacies of NI health levels except where we are indeed much worse off (eg mental health problems etc).  There was also a brief discussion on the extent to which a BoR should be directed only at governments, or also at other actors (but this was a more general point not solely relevant in relation to health).  It might be best addressed by the working group on the preamble and enforceability issues?]

While most people liked much of the earlier formulation from the old Working Group looking at health, it was thought that a few additions might be needed.  For example:

Ø
Should some reference be made to the need to reduce inequalities?

Ø
why not refer to need to set goals to address issues such as infant mortality?

Ø
Are the mental health rights of young people adequately covered?

Ø
Should we refer explicitly to the role that more equal societies play in addressing health problems (ie less domestic violence, less poverty, better health) so good health provision provides “added value”?

Ø
Is the focus too much on access rather than outcomes 

Ø
Para 4 – emphasis should be on participation not consultation

Ø
Para 5 talks about reproductive health of women, but what about the abuses of men and women with disabilities (eg enforced sterilization of women with intellectual disabilities) – is this covered?

Ø
What about the rationing of health services (eg people in wheelchairs might be refused dialysis; what about the “do not resuscitate” issue etc?)

Ø
What about need to emphasise equal value of people?

Ø
Training in rights and equality issues for health professionals?

Ø
Sex education?

Ø
Poor environmental conditions?

Ø
Particular health problems of vulnerable groups?

HOUSING

Again people liked the outline provided in the ‘old’ NIHRC working group report in principle but raised concerns about possible ‘gaps’:

Ø
Shared Future policy amounts to social engineering with forced integration of the poor (who need social housing) with segregation of private housing left untouched – should we comment?

Ø
People being forced out of homes by paramilitary attacks

Ø
the need for culturally appropriate housing for Travellers (and others?) is explicitly recognized 

Ø
Issues of affordability, accessibility, non discrimination all need to be covered; not sure they are now

Ø
What about the problems of homelessness and the failure of govt to provide sufficient social housing?

Ø
Homelessness is a growing problem for older people

Ø
Unregulated private sector?

Ø
Does this cover the importance of addressing hate crime and the importance of safety in and around the home?

