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Nelson

I assume you know by now that chairman Sidoti tried to make out in discussion of his 'draft outline of forum final report' yesterday that it had been agreed that proposals would go into the final report if no more than 9 members were against them. Despite the SDLP, in its usual false reasonableness mode, saying he was correct, under pressure from Dermot he admitted he had "jumped a step" from the position he accepted you had agreed, that any matter with no more than 9 dissenting could be 'considered', to the next, that that was the voting system for getting items into the report! 

Outrageous piece of deceit. He then decided that without DUP representatives the matter could go no further.

He added that he did "not anticipate coming to a conclusion on particular circumstances."

Sam Hutchinson also said that the church leaders he represented wanted a Bill of Rights but it was "essential it had cross-community support" (NIO position too according to their people there yesterday). 

Surely only a six vote rule enables true cross-community assent to be demonstrated, the 'voluntary' sector being entirely majoritarian in opposition to unionism. An attempt was made to indicate the last NIHRC bill failed as the 'voluntary' sector were unhappy and felt excluded!

A group is apparently being got together in Sidoti's absence to talk about the deciding mechanism.

Jeff

