Conservatives announce Bill of Rights Commission

The Conservative Party today (27 February 2007) announces the composition of its Bill of Rights Commission which will be helping the development of its project for a home-grown Bill of Rights. The Commission consists of distinguished lawyers. The Party particularly welcomes the willingness of independent lawyers to help the Party with this task. 

It is the intention that the commission will receive material being prepared by a number of individuals and organisations. Work is currently in progress in a number of areas of interest. 

Dominic Grieve, Shadow Attorney General, welcoming the first meeting of the Commission said: 

“This is a major enterprise which will not be rushed and which will involve debate both within and outside the party to try and achieve consensus about what a Bill of Rights should contain. It is intended that the Bill of Rights will be compatible with the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) but will both define rights more clearly, and protect core civil liberties which are important to our country.”

Notes to Editors:
In a speech on 26th June 2006, Balancing freedom and security – a modern British Bill of Rights David Cameron said that in due course he would be announcing a panel of distinguished jurists and other experts who will help us with the drafting of this Bill.

The members of the panel are below. Unless stated they are a member of the Conservative Party.

David Anderson QC

David Anderson QC is a member of Brick Court Chambers, a Recorder and a Visiting Professor of Law at King’s College London. He practises chiefly in the fields of European Union and Human Rights law, both before the European Courts and in England. 

He is a Trustee of the British Institute of International and Comparative Law and a member of the Governing Bodies of the British Association of Central and Eastern Europe and the Slynn Foundation for European Law. 

He has a particular interest in legal education in Eastern Europe and has served as a Human Rights monitor for the Council of Europe in Russia, Ukraine, Georgia and Turkey. He is an independent member of the Commission and not affiliated to the Conservative Party.

Austen Morgan
Dr Austen Morgan is a barrister in London and Belfast. His practice in both jurisdictions includes human rights law. He is an international and domestic constitutional lawyer. 

He is the author of: The Belfast Agreement: a practical legal analysis (London, 2000). He is not a member of any political party, but favours genuine human rights for all. 

Jonathan Fisher QC

Jonathan Fisher QC is a barrister based at 23 Essex Street, London, specialising in all types of white collar crime, serious organised crime and regulatory cases. He was listed as one of the UK's leading practising barristers in "Who's Who in the Law" (Legal 500) for 2005 and 2006. In his career to date, Jonathan has been instructed by a wide variety of solicitors, ranging from those working in international law firms and FTSE 100 companies to small businesses and sole practitioners, as well as Government departments such as the Serious Fraud Office, HM Revenue and Customs and CPS.

In addition to professional practice, Jonathan is a visiting professor at the London School of Economics. He is a recognised authority in the area of financial crime and regulation and is included as a leading academic lawyer in "Who's Who in Law Higher Education" (Academic Keys), Jonathan is a Trustee and Director of the UK's Fraud Advisory Panel. Prior to taking Silk Jonathan was Standing Counsel (Criminal) to the Inland Revenue at the Central Criminal Court and London Crown Courts for 12 years. Co-author of The Law of Investor Protection (Sweet & Maxwell, 2nd edition 2003) as well as many articles and papers, Jonathan is a legal panel member of the Accountancy Investigation and Disciplinary Board. He is also a member of the International Bar Association, the Criminal Bar Association, Justice and Liberty. In May 2006 he was elected Chairman of Research of the Society of Conservative Lawyers.

Martin Howe QC

Martin Howe QC is a practising Queen’s Counsel specialising in intellectual property law and European law. He conducts cases before the English courts, the European Court of Justice, and other European tribunals. He was called to the Bar (Middle Temple) in 1978 and was appointed QC in 1996.

He has written extensively on the European Human Rights Convention and its consequences. His recent publications include: "Tackling Terrorism: The European Human Rights Convention and the Enemy Within", 2001, 2003; "Liberty under the Law" (jointly with Oliver Letwin MP and John Marenbon), 2002; and "A Balanced Constitution", 2006.

Lord Lyell of Markyate QC
Commons Career:

MP (Conservative) for Hemel Hempstead 1979-83, for Mid Bedfordshire 1983-97, and for North East Bedfordshire 1997-2001;

PPS to Sir Michael Havers as Attorney General 1979-86;

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department of Health and Social Security 1986-87;

Solicitor General 1987-92;

Attorney General 1992-97;

Shadow Attorney General 1997-99

Secretary, Conservative Parliamentary Constitutional Committee 1979;

Chair, Conservative Party Committee for Legal Affairs 1997-99

Raised to the peerage as Baron Lyell of Markyate, of Markyate in the County of Hertfordshire 2005

Home affairs, employment, defence, penal affairs and policy, environment

Party groups

Society of Conservative Lawyers:

Executive Chair 1985-86, 1997-2004,

Chair 2004-

Lord Fraser of Carmyllie QC
Called to the Scottish Bar 1969;

Lecturer in constitutional law, Heriot-Watt University 1972-74;

Chair, Scottish Conservative Lawyers Reform Group 1976

Standing junior counsel in Scotland to Foreign and Commonwealth Office 1979;

QC (Scot) 1982;

MP (Conservative) for:

Angus South 1979-83,

Angus East 1983-87;

PPS to George Younger as Secretary of State for Scotland 1981-82;

Solicitor General for Scotland 1982-89

He was made a peer in 1989

Lord Advocate 1989-92;

Minister of State:

Scottish Office 1992-95,

Department of Trade and Industry 1995-97;

Deputy Leader of the Opposition 1997-98;

Opposition Spokesperson for Trade and Industry 1997-98

Joint Committee on Conventions 2006,

Joint Committee on Human Rights 2007-

Secretary

Joanna Cash
Secretary to the Conservative Party Commission for a Bill of Rights

Selected 3 months ago to be the Prospective Parliamentary Candidate for the Conservative Party in the new marginal seat of Westminster North.

Libel and Privacy Barrister, practising from 1 Brick Court, specialist media Chambers since 2000.

Member of the Executive of the Society for Conservative Lawyers 

Advisor to the Conservative Party on media issues

Currently reporting, as an independent expert, to the Select Committee for Culture, Media and Sport on press intrusion.

Legal advisor to Policy Exchange and contributor on policy ideas and development.

Regularly advises or assists the shadow front bench and shadow peers on legislation. Recent examples include the Religious Hatred Act 2006, the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2006 and The Prevention of Terrorism Act 2005.

Special interest policy areas to form part of her parliamentary campaign in Westminster North are youth crime, community cohesion and welfare dependency. 
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