Talkback debate on Labour Representation - broadcast 26 May 2003 

Report

Proposers that Labour should organise in Northern Ireland: Andrew McKinlay MP (who was excellent) and Boyd Black (LiNI - Labour in Northern Ireland) - who suggested the Human Rights Act and the European Convention might provide redress against the ban); opposing Brid Rogers (deputy SDLP leader who was seriously unsisterly to Tony Blair and the Labour Party) and Gerard Diver (Derry SDLP councillor who said they were Real Labour).


HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION INTERVENTIONS 

Jeff Dudgeon: “I think the most noteworthy thing about this debate is the people who are here. This is the only time you’d gather together so many politicians from so many political fragments - because they smell power here. And the Labour Party is about power. It’s about actually governing yourself rather than being disenfranchised… 

At the end of the day it is a human rights issue as well. We have got a Human Rights Commission that can’t even bring itself to think about making this an issue to campaign on - about the only Northern Ireland issue there is - that you cannot vote for your own government. In the Soviet Union you could vote for your own government” (laughter). 

…Brice Dickson: “Contrary to what Mr Dudgeon has just said the Human Rights Commission fully supports the right of everyone to participate fully in the political process in Northern Ireland…” 

He then asked (I suspect by pre-arrangement) did the panel “favour the inclusion, in a Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland, of the right to join all the parties that organise at election time?” 

[The night before, at a book launch, I had asked Brice about the exclusion from the Human Rights Commission draft Bill of Rights of Labour’s prohibition on Northern Ireland people being members, and the old fraud replied “It is not an internationally recognised human rights standard” so it is not in. 
I failed to reply: It is such an utterly unique denial of human and civil rights that nobody anywhere else could contemplate the need for it to be an international standard, indeed why have you and the Commission failed to try to make it one?] 

The vote was 64 in favour and 26 against including Joe Bowers (CPI), Carmel Gates (Socialist Party, formerly Militant) and two vocal Fire Brigades Union members, probably CPI. 

Other people and parties present included Joe Hendron and Alban Maginness (SDLP), Chris McGimpsey (UUP), Robert McCartney (UKUP), Peter Weir (DUP), Julian Robertson, Jason Doherty and Alan Greer (Conservatives), Patricia Mallon and Glyn Roberts (Alliance), Brian Garrett, Sean Kearney, Graham Gudgin, Graham Walker, John Cobain, Sam McAughtry, Andy McGivern (GMB, who is taking the legal case against the Labour Party), Brian Kennaway, David Adams (formerly UDP), and Mary McMahon and John Lowry, Workers Party people who seemed confused about whether the Irish Labour Party was taking members here. 

Parties noticeably absent: SF, PUP, Women’s Coalition and B&ICO.
