CAIN SUTTON PROJECT
INDEX OF TROUBLES DEATHS
 

From jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com/nigra4@hotmail.com

 

Dear Malcolm Sutton,

 

Thank you for your reply dated 3 August 2011 and the details of your decision to reclassify the death of German consul and Grundig manager, Thomas Niedermayer. I welcome this change although the evidence that he was killed by the IRA is as strong as you could get for many other deaths. They were responsible once they kidnapped him so I do feel having his assailants listed as “Not known” is misleading. It is sad to note, and related I gather, that his wife and his daughter later committed suicide.

 

I maintain my view that the two others I mentioned (William King and James Ferris) were as much victims as any other, in that if they had not been attacked on those days they would have been alive the next day. Of course they are seen as victims by their family, colleagues and friends and so memorialised.

 

I would not call what Prison Officer Ferris suffered “a minor physical injury.” Getting stabbed when you have a heart problem and proceeding rapidly to die means to most you are a Troubles victim. 

 

For simplicity and ease of discovery, if nothing else, I feel those two deaths would be better listed amongst the others in the main Index of Deaths, rather than kept separately under the category of “death due to a heart problem”. But it is your choice of course.

 

You asked about the four gay-related killings I had previously written of (the McCleave brothers, Frederick Davis and one of his assumed murderers Benson) and whether the HET had told me anything of note. I did since ask again but got no reply. The Frederick Davis case had been reviewed and I was spoken to by HET detectives once his family agreed, but we in NIGRA have been maintained at a distance and heard or saw nothing further. 

 

You have accepted that all of the four but Anthony McCleave and Francis Benson should be listed* in the Index of Deaths as Troubles victims as they were killed in 1973 at the height of the violence, there being apparent sectarian motives on top of other aspects. 

 

There are a host of linked reasons for many of the murders since 1968 and these were no exception. Benson who was killed on 25 November 1973 is I think listed in 'Lost Lives' and whatever his culpability was probably murdered at least in part for his sectarian / homophobic killing of Frederick Davis and listing would therefore be justified.

 

We just don’t know in the case of Anthony McCleave who (in 1979) killed him, nor indeed his brother Samuel six years earlier, ironically in similar circumstances. 

 

What we do know is that due to police incompetence and a desire to underplay the death of a gay man they initially declined to run a murder enquiry. The coroner ultimately recorded an open verdict at the inquest (which I attended) after hearing clear evidence of the non-accidental nature of his death, and his sister Bernadette was duly awarded criminal injuries compensation. 

 

It would be sad if he still cannot be listed as a Troubles victim as he was someone who died at a time when the use of extreme violence had become commonplace while the killers’ motives remain obscure. He was like so many others listed, in the wrong place at the wrong time. And the authorities tried to write him out of history as he was only gay.

 

I am, as usual, sending this email through the CAIN Project director, Martin Melaugh, at Magee to pass to you.

 

Thank you for your consideration of these matters.

 

Yours sincerely

 

Jeff Dudgeon

 

5 October 2011

 

*2 June 1973 Samuel McCleave (25) Catholic 
Status: Civilian (Civ), Killed by: non-specific Loyalist group (LOY)
Found beaten and stabbed to death, Hill Street, Belfast.

12 July 1973 Frederick Davis (28) Protestant 
Status: Civilian (Civ), Killed by: non-specific Republican group (REP)
Found strangled in entry off Seaforde Street, Short Strand, Belfast.


Subject: RE: CAIN index of deaths and Thomas Niedermayer
Date: Wed, 31 Aug 2011 11:27:52 +0100
From: m.melaugh@ulster.ac.uk
To: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com 
Jeff Dudgeon, 
I have printed your email below and posted it to Malcolm Sutton (he is still not on the Internet at home).
I know that Malcolm only includes people run over by security force vehicles where there was evidence that the vehicle was deliberately driven at the person killed.  He does not include ‘normal’ road traffic accidents. 
In confidence:  #  I have mentioned to Malcolm on a number of occasions that I feel he should include accidental shootings (which he excludes because there was no intention to kill) in his list, because he has included accidental bomb detonations (especially when bombs were being transported and there was clearly no intention to kill the organisation’s own members).  However, as the list is still copyright of Malcolm, I only have the choice of using or not using the material.  I have been unsuccessful in persuading ‘Lost Lives’ to place all their information on-line.  #
Regards,
Martin Melaugh. 
From: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

To: m.melaugh@ulster.ac.uk

Subject: RE: CAIN index of deaths and Thomas Niedermayer

Date: Wed, 31 Aug 2011 09:39:42 +0000

Martin

Thanks for this. I am pleased that Thomas Niedermayer is moving category although describing his assailants as unknown is hardly accurate when they were plainly IRA men.

Malcolm asked if I had heard anything more about the deaths of Frederick Davis and the McCleave brothers. (I passed on my notes regarding David Templeton's murder earlier today). I have a vague recollection of a phone call from the HET about Davis but do not recall anything significant. I have asked them if they would update me but they are very fussy about 'non-family' being involved, something NIGRA has expressed concern about.

I remain of the view that the killings of William King and James Ferris were due to the violence they experienced even if they had pre-existing health problems. Both are memorialised by their comrades and colleagues as 'victims' while Samuel Devenney who is a 'full' victim was, as I noted, said to have died from natural causes according to his inquest. Malcolm relies on inquests in the other cases. The King and Ferris deaths were both important in relation to the events of the time and would be better included chronologically in the main lists as well.

People who got killed by their own bombs or were run over by army vehicles could just as easily be described as accidental or indirect Troubles deaths but they do get included as 'full' victims.

Separately I am having a long dispute with the Minister of Justice about the semi-secrecy of inquests. My requests that inquest results go up on the Coroners website was denied.

Please pass this to Malcolm and thank him none the less for his important work.

Best wishes

Jeff

________________________________________

Subject: RE: CAIN index of deaths and Thomas Niedermayer

Date: Tue, 9 Aug 2011 15:39:23 +0100

From: m.melaugh@ulster.ac.uk

To: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com 

Jeff Dudgeon, 

Attached is a reply from Malcolm Sutton. The letter is dated 3 August but it only arrived with me today. I’ve made the changes that Sutton informed me to make.

Regards, 

Martin Melaugh. 

From: Jeff Dudgeon [mailto:jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com] 

Sent: 21 June 2011 11:21

To: Melaugh, Martin

Subject: CAIN index of deaths and Thomas Niedermayer

Martin

I was checking on this recently and wonder if you were able to get a reply from Malcolm?

I think it is quite a critical issue given the world's almost total reliance on CAIN's details.

Jeff.

CAIN index of deaths‏

	From:
	[image: image1]Jeff Dudgeon (jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com) 

	Sent:
	31 December 2009 15:19:47

	To: 
	m.melaugh@ulster.ac.uk

	
	[image: image2.png]



1 attachment

Thomas Ni...jpg (1463.2 KB) 



Martin

I was wondering if you could ask Malcolm again for his view on my email regarding the three deaths of William King, Thomas Niedermayer and James Ferris.

Today's report in the Irish News 'New light on kidnapping and death of German industrialist' prompts me to write again. It is plain that if Niedermayer's skull was twice fractured his death was induced by his IRA captors. Like the other two men named above, their deaths did involve 'personal physical trauma', the negative criteria I think inappropriately quoted to set them apart. 

Putting them in this category and not simply in the year-by-year death lists only confuses, especially when Malcolm's and the CAIN lists are regarded globally as unimpeachable sources that can be referenced on, for example, Wikipedia.

Best wishes

Jeff

http://www.impalapublications.com/blog/index.php?/archives/4231-The-Niedermayer-case-Part-3,-by-James-OFee.html
Not even this was the end of the tragedy. The Niedermayers had two daughters. The elder, Renate, opened the door to the kidnappers and then returned to bed. She never saw her father alive again. The younger daughter was called Gabrielle. Marianne Wichert-Quoirin tells us that both Renate and Gabi subsequently comitted suicide themselves. They are survived by a granddaughter, who lives in Australia.
Eugene McManus, who in 1973 had been Adjutant of the Belfast Brigade of the Provisionals, and 42-year-old John Bradley, traced as the Training Officer of the Provisionals' based in Andersonstown. On the day, the prosecution and defence made a deal. Acknowledging that the gang had not set out to fill Herr Niedermayer, the Court accepted a plea of guilty to the lesser charge of manslaughter from Bradley. He pleaded guilty as well to several ancillary offences. McManus pleaded guilty to withholding information and membership of the Provisional IRA. Lord Justice Jones sentenced the pair to 20 years' and 5 years' imprisonment respectively.
Eugene McManus, who in 1973 had been Adjutant of the Belfast Brigade of the Provisionals, and 42-year-old John Bradley, an IRA Training Officer, were charged in connection with the crime. Bradley was originally charged with murder but at his trial in 1981 he pleaded guilty to manslaughter and several ancillary offences. McManus pleaded guilty to withholding information and IRA membership. Lord Justice Jones sentenced them to 20 years' and 5 years' imprisonment respectively.

From: m.melaugh@ulster.ac.uk

To: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

Subject: RE: CAIN index of deaths

Date: Thu, 11 Jun 2009 10:23:46 +0100 

Jeff Dudgeon, 

I can not recall if Malcolm Sutton replied to your email. I will need to check the file of letters from him. However, I am working on a launch event for Tuesday 16th June, so I will not be able to deal with this until late next week. 

Regards,

Martin Melaugh.

______________________________________________________________

From: Jeff Dudgeon [mailto:jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com]

Sent: 09 June 2009 16:09

Martin 

Did Malcolm ever reply in this case?

Jeff

9 June 2009



From: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com
To: m.melaugh@ulster.ac.uk
Subject: Index of deaths
Date: Tue, 6 Jan 2009 20:37:42 +0000

Martin 

I wonder if you could pass this further email to Malcolm Sutton? And thanks for the previous reply you passed to me last year on the listing of the names of Anthony McCleave and Francis Benson. 

I did not want to prolong that discussion although remain of the view that the information I provided on Anthony's death was sufficient to merit his listing, as it was plain he was killed by unknown assailants and it was as likely as many other obscure, yet listed, deaths that it was Troubles related (as was easily accepted, ironically, about his brother's death). I note that Benson was stabbed not shot but again maintain that his death was probably related to his alleged involvement in the sectarian murder of the gay Protestant Frederick Davis.

However I write this time about another set of deaths. I was looking for details of the murders of various businessmen including Leonard Kaitcer and Thomas Niedermayer and found to my surprise that the latter was included in a separate list of "sudden deaths due to a heart problem." 

I was also surprised to notice two further names in that list, William King and James Ferris, (see below) whose deaths I would have thought involved direct violence. Most of the others, sadly, I know or recall nothing about.

The deaths of those three individuals were quite significant and were the subject of much public discussion because of who they were, or why and how they died. 

I would argue that their deaths were caused by the severity of the violent events they were caught up in, regardless of any separate medical condition.

All three were subject at the very least to assault and thus personal physical trauma. James Ferris, whom I notice the Prison Service have on their website list of officers killed in the Troubles, was stabbed. 

Thomas Niedermayer would be regarded by most people as someone murdered regardless of an uncorroborated statement by his kidnappers. His body was not found for seven years when evidence of cause of death would be slim. 

In all three cases, had people been charged over their deaths they would certainly have been convicted of manslaughter at the very least.

William King "who was beaten to death in 1969" is honoured in a garden of remembrance created in the Fountain Estate "landscaped to honour those who died as a result of the 'Troubles.'" (I quote from a website.) He is plainly seen by many as a victim of violence, not unlike his unfortunate fellow citizen, Samuel Devenney, the first Troubles death, who passed away some three months after he was attacked. He died "of natural causes" according to the inquest on him (internet detail). It would seem consistent that both be included in the same category.

I would therefore ask Malcolm that he reconsiders locating these three individuals in the main yearly list, taking them out of the separate heart problem list.

Thanks

Jeff Dudgeon



Sudden deaths due to a heart problem
during by an incident related to the conflict
[sudden deaths not related to personal physical trauma] 

	24 September 1969
	William King (49) Protestant 
Status: Civilian (Civ)
While being attacked by nationalist crowd, during street disturbances, corner of London Street and Bishop Street, Derry.

	  
	  


	11 March 1980
	Thomas Niedermayer (45) nfNI
Status: Civilian (Civ)
Remains found buried by Collin River, off Glen Road, Collin, Dunmurry, near Belfast. He died shortly after being abducted by the Irish Republican Army (IRA), from his home, Glengoland Gardens, Suffolk, Belfast, on 27 December 1973.

	25 September 1983
	James Ferris (43) Protestant
Status: Prison Officer (PO)
During escape of Irish Republican Army (IRA) prisoners from Long Kesh / Maze prison, near Lisburn, County Down.



From: m.melaugh@ulster.ac.uk

To: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

Subject: RE: Index of deaths

Date: Mon, 4 Aug 2008 14:55:47 +0100

Jeff Dudgeon,

I have just received a reply from Malcolm Sutton to your last email.  Malcolm’s reply is attached as a PDF file.

Regards,

Martin Melaugh.

From: Jeff Dudgeon [mailto:jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com]

Sent: 26 June 2008 23:05

To: Martin Melaugh

Subject: RE: Index of deaths 

Martin

Reply for Malcolm:

I am somewhat vague on the circumstances of Francis Benson's death but know it is recorded in Lost Lives. I suspect he was shot by Republicans because of his involvement in the sectarian murder of Frederick Davis and, as such, merits recording in the index regardless of his own culpability.

I was involved in trying to get the police to regard Anthony McCleave's murder as murder. In the event the coroner's court came up with an open verdict after hearing evidence from a fireman who stated he heard the sound of a violent struggle on Chichester Street. On opening the gates Anthony's body was found, his head having been rammed onto a spike on a protective bollard outside the fire station. The police had done their best to write it off as an accident but his family asked us to investigate. It is a long and sad story.

So who killed him and why?

We don't know. It could have been a sectarian gang or a gang who did not like queers, or a bit of both.

Ironically the murder of Anthony's brother Samuel in Hill Street is in Lost Lives and the CAIN index. The circumstances surrounding it were strikingly similar and I don't think there was any evidence as to who had killed him and no one was charged. So for that reason alone, if not the fact that the Troubles led to people getting off on extreme violence, Anthony also merits recording in the index.

Regards

Jeff Dudgeon.
From: m.melaugh@ulster.ac.uk

To: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

Subject: RE: Index of deaths

Date: Tue, 24 Jun 2008 15:37:03 +0100

Jeff Dudgeon,

Malcolm Sutton sent me a reply to your email query. I have scanned his letter and attached it as a PDF file. Let me know if you have any problems reading this letter.

Regards,

Martin Melaugh. 

CAIN Director

RE: Index of deaths‏

From: 
Martin Melaugh (m.melaugh@ulster.ac.uk)

Sent: 
04 June 2008 11:53:41

To: 
'Jeff Dudgeon' (jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com) 

Jeff Dudgeon,

Thank you for the email. As I am sure you know the information in the Index of Deaths was provided by Malcolm Sutton. I will forward your email to Malcolm (by post as he is not on-line) and he will let me know if there are any changes to be made to the database.

The listing of the names of victims on the web site is on the basis of, firstly, surname and then, secondly, date of death. Hence in the case of a common surname such as ‘Smith’ the 19 individuals are listed in chronological order. While surnames are known with some certainty, often there is uncertainty about first names (in the case of multiple first names, also with derivations and ‘commonly known as’ names). At the time we designed the database it was thought that it might be best to present the information by surname and date of death. Sorry for any confusion. 

In the case of Anthony McCleave and Francis Benson I can only assume that Malcolm Sutton felt there was insufficient information to indicate that the deaths were directly related to the conflict.  However, he may have another reason for excluding these two people from his list. 

Sincerely, 

Martin Melaugh.

From: Jeff Dudgeon 

Sent: 04 June 2008 11:35

To: m.melaugh@ulster.ac.uk

Cc: PA MagLochlainn

Subject: Index of deaths

Dear Director

I was looking through the CAIN index of troubles deaths in relation to a meeting with the Historic Enquiries Team about the murder of David Templeton when I noticed a couple of omissions or oddities.

A small point but Darren Bradshaw's name is out of alphabetic sequence among the Bradshaws which meant I took it to be absent the first time I checked.

Anthony McCleave's name is absent though that of his brother is not. He was murdered in Chichester Street in 1979 when impaled on a spike. Nobody was ever charged.

Another apparent missing name is that of Francis Joseph Benson who may have involved in the murder of Frederick Davis.

Happy to discuss further.

Best wishes

Jeff Dudgeon
