LEONARD STEINBERG OBITUARIES

[4 November sent to BBC - Could you urgently correct or tell the full story in the part of the article on the death of Lord Steinberg where it says he was "threatened by the IRA".

He was shot by the IRA. Somewhat more than a threat.]
To Kevin [Myers]
Have a look at the Wikipedia 'Discussion' page on Lord Steinberg to see how the anti-revisionists warriors fight in the trenches over any hint that the IRA shot anybody for any reason, let alone Jews.

Niall Kiely gets a pasting for reporting truthfully.

That anti-business  ('British war machine') campaign in the 1970s turned anti-Semitic in North Belfast as Jewish targets were visible, often unionist, and nearby, with the synagogue in the Somerton Road not far from the Bishop's palace.

Jewish businesses and factories were also picked out for destruction (e.g. Belart in Whiteabbey). I think it was due to a Catholic working class distaste for Jews on a religious basis combined with their association with finance and undue profit and any consequent wealth.

I suspect the 'protection' mentions were an avoidance technique by Jews not wanting to draw attention to themselves.

The later kidnap and murders of Leonard Kaitcer (antique dealer) and Thomas Niedermayer of Grundig (German not Jewish) were probably associated.

To think that the IRA murdered the boss of Dupont in Derry, Geoffrey Agate, and where the leader of that city's IRA is now is breathtaking.

Of course around 1972/3 in their crude socialism and rage they also burned down the huge Co-Op department store in Belfast, and bombed Courtaulds on May Day killing a doorman.

Jeff
Date: Fri, 6 Nov 2009 

Subject: Re: Death of Lord Steinberg - News Letter and Telegraph stories plus BBC NI 'report'
I don't remember the Steinberg shooting. I suppose he was chosen because he was a businessman and was therefore oppressing all those poor unemployed fenians. That would have been Billie McKee's version of socialism, I suppose.

Jesus.

K
Lord Steinberg of Belfast, who has died aged 73, turned a single unlicensed betting shop at the back of his father's Belfast milk shop into the Stanley Leisure Group – a chain of 640 betting shops and 45 casinos which employed 7,000 people. He was also deputy treasurer of the Conservative Party and president of Lancashire County Cricket Club. 

Daily Telegraph

Published: 8 Nov 2009 
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Leonard Steinberg was born in Belfast on August 1 1936, the grandson of immigrants who fled from persecution in Riga in the early years of the 20th century. He was educated at Royal Belfast Academical Institution but never went to university because he had to take over the family businesses (the milk shop and an optician's) on the death of his father in 1954. 

Steinberg named his debut betting venture L Stanley Ltd – after the Anglicised name that his father had adopted as a salesman during the war. Under his stewardship, it grew to 16 shops. But in 1977, as the Provisional IRA was focusing more of its efforts on British "economic targets", Steinberg was shot five times on the doorstep of his home in the Antrim Road. 

Whilst this part of the republican terrorist campaign was not explicitly anti-Jewish, it none the less targeted a large number of Jewish enterprises and businessmen; one of Steinberg's friends, Leonard Kaitcer, was subsequently murdered in 1980. 

Steinberg survived but, like many others in Belfast's Jewish community during the Troubles, opted to leave for the mainland. 

He settled in Manchester. When Ladbroke's decided to let go of the 100 outlets in the Liverpool area, Steinberg stepped in, and in 1978 purchased them for the bargain basement price of £350,000. 

He relentlessly modernised the shops, replacing boards with screens. Then when Ladbroke's lost its casino licence in the early 1980s, he bought two of its gaming establishments; his chain of casinos eventually came to include the purpose-built Star City in Birmingham, then the largest in the United Kingdom. By 1999 Stanley had also bought the Capital Corporation, which owned Crockfords, the 200-year-old establishment on Curzon Street. 

Stanley was floated on the Stock Exchange in 1986 at a value of £9 million, and began to challenge the predominance of the big three – Coral, William Hill and Ladbroke's. The retail bookmaking business was sold to William Hill for £504 million in 2005, and returned £327 million to the shareholders. The casinos were sold to Genting International for £650 million the following year. In 2009 The Sunday Times Rich List calculated Steinberg's personal wealth at £90 million. 

Steinberg was also a prominent Ba'al Tzedakah – a Hebrew term whose rough literal meaning is "master of charity" or, more accurately, a "philanthropist" – on behalf of a wide range of both Jewish and non-Jewish causes. He was president of the Manchester Jewish Federation, with more than 1,000 hardship cases on the books at any one time. He was also a noted contributor to the Imperial War Museum North. 

Steinberg had been a generous donor to the Conservative Party for decades, describing himself as "a Conservative with very large 'C'", and in 1999 was appointed deputy treasurer of the party. Steinberg took up this appointment at the nadir of Tory electoral fortunes, and in the face of the new rules which required the disclosure of donations over £5,000 and the banning of foreign contributions. None the less, he brought in significant new donors, often from the north-west, so helping to clear up the party's large debt. In 2004 he was elevated to the Upper House. 

There Steinberg addressed only those matters on which he could speak with authority: "I am Jewish, Northern Irish, and an Ulster Unionist," he would quip. "I hope that doesn't cause confusion." When the IRA robbed the Northern Bank in late 2004, Steinberg commenced his address on paramilitarism in customary deadpan fashion: "I wish to declare an interest: I have an account in the Northern Bank in Belfast." 

Despite his wealth and the honours that were bestowed upon him, Steinberg had no desire to be part of the Establishment. He never lost his Belfast accent, and was particularly proud of his role in setting up Northern Ireland Friends of Israel earlier this year; he told the launch meeting at Stormont that the organisation embodied the two most important strands of his life. 

Leonard Steinberg, who died in London on November 2, married Beryl Cobden in 1962; they had a son and a daughter. 

Tributes to peer who never forgot his Ulster roots
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Lord Steinberg (right) with Lord Rogan and Lord Trimble



5 November 2009

AN influential Belfast-born Jewish businessman – who was shot by the IRA in the 1970s – has died suddenly in England at the age of 73.

Leonard Steinberg, Baron Steinberg of Belfast, attended the Royal Belfast Academical Institution before going on to found Stanley Leisure bookmakers in 1958 from the back of his family's milk bar. Stanley Leisure went on to become hugely successful, with more than 600 outlets across the UK.

It is understood he died suddenly on Tuesday.

In 1977 he was shot five times in the thigh by republican gunmen on the doorstep of his home on the Antrim Road in what was believed to be a campaign by the IRA targeting prominent businessmen.

He then moved to Liverpool where his business continued to grow until he sold it to William Hill in 2005, although he retained a minority shareholding.

His personal fortune was estimated as being some £108 million in 2005. He was also the founder and chairman of trustees of the Steinberg Family Charitable Trust

Steven Jaffe, chair of the Northern Ireland Friends of Israel, of which 
Lord Steinberg was an honorary president, said: "Lord Steinberg was 
the only member of Northern Ireland's Jewish community to be elevated 
to the peerage.

"He was a leading member of the Conservative Party and served as deputy treasurer under Ian Duncan Smith and Michael Howard.

"His family came to Belfast from Riga, Latvia in the early twentieth century and were active members of the Belfast Jewish community.

"He won much admiration for his steadfast loyalty to his Jewish faith - he observed the Jewish Sabbath and dietary laws to the best of his ability.

"On taking his seat in the Lords he joked: 'I am in some respects devoted to three things: I am Jewish, Northern Irish and an Ulster Unionist. I hope that doesn't cause confusion.'

"He was extremely popular with his fellow Ulster peers from all sides of the House and his speeches were delivered in an undiluted Ulster accent.

"At the launch of Northern Ireland Friends of Israel at Stormont in March of this year he spoke with pride of the many connections between Northern Ireland and Israel and pointed out that Belfast was the birthplace of an Israeli president (Chaim Herzog]."

Ulster Unionist peers David Trimble, Ken Maginnis and Dennis Rogan said they were very sad to hear of his passing.

Lord Trimble said Lord Steinberg had been one of his sponsors when he first entered the House of Lords in 2006.

"I remember this was considered significant at the time because he was a member of the Conservative Party and this was seen as an indication of the way the UUP might be going. However, Lord Steinberg was also an Ulster Unionist - he always maintained to me he was still a member of the UUP in north Belfast where he was from," he said.

Lord Maginnis described Lord Steinberg as "a good man, blunt but courteous in the extreme".

"His courage through difficult days in Northern Ireland was always something I admired," he said.

"He was also a most generous benefactor to charities but he never advertised this."

Lord Rogan added: "Lord Steinberg will be deeply missed both in the House of Lords and Northern Ireland.

"He was one of Ulster's most successful businessmen but never forgot his Belfast roots.

"A great friend of Ulster and the Ulster Unionist Party, it was a pleasure to have known his acquaintance.

"Our sympathies go out to his wider family."

Lord Steinberg is survived by Lady Beryl Steinberg, daughter Lynne, son Jonathan and grandchildren 

Belfast Telegraph

Wednesday, 4 November 2009
BELFAST PEER AND BETTING MILLIONAIRE DIES AGED 73
Tory peer Lord Steinberg, a self-made millionaire who built his business empire from scratch, has died at the age of 73.

Tributes have been paid to the Belfast-born businessman who was the founder of the Stanley Leisure casino and bookmaking empire — a business that began in the 1950s with just two shops in Northern Ireland and grew to over 600 outlets throughout the UK.

Leonard Steinberg, who passed away in England, was the first member of Northern Ireland's Jewish community to be elevated to the peerage. He was a leading member of the Conservative Party and served as Tory deputy treasurer for many years. He was also president of Northern Ireland Friends of Israel.

Lord Steinberg's family came to Belfast from Latvia in the early years of the last century. Despite living in England for over three decades he never lost his Belfast accent or his interest in Northern Ireland affairs.

His career as a bookie began following the early death of his optician father in 1954. Lord Steinberg admitted he failed to make a success of his father's optician's shop and instead ran a betting business from the back of the milk bar premises which his family also owned.

Work commitments after the death of his father prevented Lord Steinberg from going to university but his interests were wide: he enjoyed music, art and stamp collecting. He attended Belfast Inst and remained very active in supporting his old school.

He left for England after being shot five times in the thigh by republican gunmen on the doorstep of his Antrim Road home in 1977. He had always refused to pay protection money to republican or loyalist terrorists.

As a result of the move Lord Steinberg based his business in Liverpool and expanded it to the Isle of Man, Yorkshire and the north west of England. In 2005 Stanley Leisure was sold to William Hill and a separate buyer acquired the casino business, with Lord Steinberg retaining a substantial minority shareholding.

In responding to the official announcement of his life peerage in May 2004 he informed the London Jewish Chronicle: “I am in some respects devoted to three things: I am Jewish, Northern Irish and an Ulster Unionist. I hope that doesn't cause confusion.”

His time at Westminster was devoted mostly to gambling issues, the Middle East, Northern Ireland and the concerns of the Jewish community in the UK.

He is survived by wife Beryl, two children and grandchildren.

Read more: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/belfast-peer-and-betting-millionaire-dies-aged-73-14548677.html?startindex=-1#ixzz0VtAGPa6w
BBC

NI betting tycoon Steinberg dies 
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Casinos were a major source of Lord Steinberg's wealth


The Belfast-born businessman Leonard Steinberg has died, aged 73.
Lord Steinberg founded Stanley Leisure in Belfast in 1958 with one betting shop. 

It became the largest casino operator in the UK and the fourth largest bookmaker, with 600 shops. 

Lord Steinberg was made a Conservative peer in 2004, with the title Baron Steinberg of Belfast. He was also President of the Northern Ireland Friends of Israel. 

He left Northern Ireland in 1977 after he was threatened by the IRA. 

His business was based in Liverpool and he lived in Hale, Greater Manchester. 

Wisdom
In 2005 his firm sold its bookmakers to William Hill and the casino business was sold a year later. 

In 2009 the Sunday Times Rich List estimated his fortune at £90m. 

Conservative leader David Cameron said: "Leonard was a popular and active member of the House of Lords, and a good friend to the Conservative Party. 

"He regularly offered me his sage advice and words of wisdom, which were always gratefully received. 

"My thoughts and prayers - and the condolences of the whole Party - go out to Beryl and Leonard's family at this very difficult and sad time." 

Lord Steinberg: bookmaker 
November 12, 2009 
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Lord Steinberg

Although bookmakers tend to ensure that they come out on top, few turf accountants garner as much success, and wealth, as Leonard Steinberg. Stanley Leisure, the company he founded, became the fourth largest bookmaker in the country with 650 shops and also embracing 40 casinos. Steinberg eventually controlled one of London’s most famous gaming houses — Crockfords — while earning a personal fortune of £100 million and claiming a seat in the House of Lords. At the peak 7,000 people were employed in his enterprise. 

It might have been rather different had it not been for Lester Piggott, the champion jockey. One of Steinberg’s first experiences of bookmaking came in 1954 when he decided to take business from several schoolfriends who were intent on betting on the outcome of that year’s Epsom Derby. Instead of taking the money to a bookmaker, Steinberg shouldered the risk himself, a foolhardy decision, as he later admitted, since if the result went against him he could not have paid out. 

Lady Luck smiled, however, and Piggott, then a relatively young and unknown, rode the first of his nine Derby winners on a 33-1 shot called Never Say Die. In beating horses favoured by his schoolboy clients, Piggott’s performance also meant that Steinberg pocketed good profits. 

If the results had gone the other way, the Steinberg story might have been somewhat more prosaic. “I’d been placing the odd bet or two since I was 16,” he recalled. “Then one day in the sixth form some lads asked me to take their stakes to the bookmakers.” 

The bets, which Steinberg took in partnership with another friend, covered nine of the 20 horses entered. “I remember how excited we were when we went along to the betting shop to listen to the outcome of that race. We had more than £3 in bets in our pockets — a fortune to us in those days.” Only one of the nine horses ran sufficiently well to earn his clients a payout, and Steinberg and his partner shared £2 profit. “Actually, we’d been rather naive and wouldn’t have had the money to pay out if it had all gone wrong,” he added. 

Steinberg’s father introduced him to bookmaking as he had run an illicit betting shop alongside an eclectic family business that also included a milk bar and an optician. The son had intended to study to become a more conventional breed of accountant, but his father’s death at a relatively young age death cut short that education and obliged the teenager to start earning to support his mother and siblings. 

By the 1970s Steinberg was running a chain of shops across Belfast, his native city, and had expanded in the Isle of Man and other parts of the British Isles. He was also attracting the unwelcome attention of paramilitaries. “At that time there was no great difference between the IRA and the extremists on the Protestant side,” he recalled. “They were all at the protection racket. We refused to pay.” 

Refusals to comply with the racketeers put shops and staff in danger and also caused Steinberg to be the target of an IRA shooting incident on the doorstep of his home in Belfast. In 1979 Steinberg moved the company across the Irish Sea to Liverpool. Mostly using money earned in the shops to buy small chains of other family-owned bookmakers, Steinberg ensured that he retained a sizeable stake in the Stanley Leisure business. Though the company owned shops across the country, it was better represented in the North West of England, where its roots lay. 

With 117 outlets to its name the company was floated on the London Stock Exchange in 1986, initially valued at £10 million. It grew relatively rapidly, earning profits of £1.6 million in that year and six times that ten years later, though the nature of bookmaking meant that Stanley was occasionally knocked back. Indeed, just as Piggott had set Steinberg up in 1954, another champion jockey, Frankie Dettori, set him back in 1996 by riding winners of all seven races in a single afternoon at Ascot. Dettori’s success cost Stanley Leisure £2 million. 

In 1999 Stanley boosted its growing casino business by buying Capital Corporation, the London-based owner of Crockfords. In 2003, after Stanley announced annual revenues of more than £1 billion for the first time, Steinberg relinquished his executive responsibilities, becoming non-executive chairman of the company. Then, in 2005, the bookmaking side was sold to William Hill for £500 million, and a year later the casinos were bought by Genting, a Malaysian group, for nearly £650 million. Steinberg took a personal fortune of more than £100 million from the deals. 

As well as building a business for himself, Steinberg campaigned with determination to have the legislation surrounding betting, and the tax regime, relaxed. Eventually he was regarded as something of an industry grandee. He spoke in support of liberalising advertising and making it easier for betting shops to operate slot machines with larger prizes. 

Steinberg was a prime mover in the foundation of an academic discipline for the industry to which he dedicated so much of his life. The Centre for Gambling and Commercial Gaming at the University of Salford was established in 1994, and as well as completing research related to the gambling industry, has provided teaching for people interested in a career within it and has worked to increase understanding by the wider public. 

As a peer from 2004, Steinberg was a Conservative. He was described by David Cameron, the leader, as a good friend of the party who offered sage advice. He did not speak in a shadow ministerial capacity but donated large sums to the party and, as deputy treasurer, helped to raise funds from others. He was also a keen supporter of causes that assisted Jewish interests. He described himself as a “Conservative with a big ‘C’ ” but interviewed after being given a life peerage he said: “I am in some respects devoted to three things: I am Jewish, Northern Irish and an Ulster Unionist. I hope that doesn’t cause confusion.” 

Writing in 1992, after a general election result that embarrassed many of the nation’s opinion pollsters, Steinberg combined his betting and political interests to suggest that bookmakers’ odds were more accurate. 

“On the morning of the election, most bookmakers had the Conservatives as slight favourites, which was a good indication and so much more accurate than either the opinion polls or the exit polls,” he said. 

Steinberg liked cricket, serving as president of Lancashire County Cricket Club from 2007, having been a member since 1978. He also enjoyed music, art and stamp collecting. 

He is survived by his wife, Beryl, and two children. 

Lord Steinberg, bookmaker, was born on August 1, 1936. He died suddenly on November 2, 2009, aged 73 

