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A DERRY businessman was shot dead and.a Belfast ‘company director
received a leg wound in separate shooting incidents last night. The
.attacks are believed to be part of a campaign against leading figures in
the North’s commercial life launched late last year by the Provisional

IRA.




[image: image2.png]The fatal shooting hap-
pened at 6.22 when Mr.
Peter Hill arrived at his home
in Daphne Gardens, in the
Waterside area of Derry. Two
gunmen were lying in wait
and they opened fire on the
45.year-old businessman, who
was hit several times.

Mr. Hill was rushed to Altnagel-
vin_ Hospital for emergency treat.
ment but_died_within 30 minutes
of the attack. The gunmen escaped
and the RUC later appealed to the
public to come forward with in-
formation on a car_which left the
area of the killing driving at specd,

Mr. Hill, a married man with a
family, was described locally  as
“genuine " and * popular” and is
kiown fo have Mad an interest in
the arts.

Mr. Peter Hill was a serving
masor i _the Ulster Defence Regi-
ment, tie Incally-récrulted unit i
NI of the British Army. His busi-
ness” connections were Jn the fur-
niture 'and  particulariy in the
drapery trade.

e “second shooting was at the





[image: image3.png]Antrim Road pome of Mr. Leonard
Steinberg, @ prominenc member of
the Jewlsh community in Northern
Ireland, who, Js associated  with
Stanley’s bookmakers chain. Mr.
Steinberg went to_answer a knock
on Ris front door and as he waiked
down the hallway five shots were
fired through the door.

M. Steinberg was wounded in
the left thigh but was not seriously
hurt. Later Jast night, Wis con-
dition i1 Bospital was said to be
comfortable;

This s the second Jewish busi-
nessman to come under attack since
the series of assassiation attempts
Began.

he_ assassination of Me. Hill and
the “attempt to kill_ Mr. Steinberg
follow a brief lull In the campaign
against leading business and indus-
frial figures. - The attacks began
without warning last July, when a
series of snootings and bomblngs
\as carried out in Belfast on the
omes of such figares.

The Provisional IRA quickly ad-
mitted responsinility for the attacks
and referred o the targets as
business elements, who formed part
of the base of *the British war
machine.”  One of the homes





[image: image4.png]attacked on that occasion belonged
18,® yJewih, Business man, 'wi
like Mr. Steinberg, was active in
his religious commuaity as Wi as
in the commercial world.

These incidents were followed
some three months ago with the
killiog of Mr.  Joseph Glover, 3
Derty” company dircctor, who was
shot dead on_the doorstep of his
home. “Mr. Glover was a_member
of a prominest Undonist family in
the city.

Thea on the second day of ehis
month Mr. Jeffrey Agate (58), the
head of the Dy Pont petrochemical
plant in Derry, was killed by gun-
men at his hiome In Taibot Park.

local men have since been
charged with his marder.

Eight days Tater, 31-vear-old Mr.
Alastalr McManus™a lcading busi-
messman with footwear traders—
was wounded [n the neck when two
armed men called to the door of
his house fn Belfast’s exclusive
Malone Road area,

Less than two miles away, shots
were fired tnrough the front door

Sir William ° McKinney, CBE,

is associated with  the NI
Hospitals’ Authority and the Belfast
Savings Bank. No one was injurod.

e
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AS PART of what seems to be a
Provisional IRA show of strength,
an_RUC inspector was Sl ucad
yesterday and two young - reserve
Constables seriously injured in the
town of Lurgan, Co. Armagh
Respossiblllty  for the morminz
attack, on a securlty barrler In
Church Place, where two policemen
Have already’ been murdercd, was
admitted nours later by the’ bro-
visional's ~ North  Armagh  1st
Battalion.

ioe ' degd  policeman  was
inspector  Harry Cobb, married
with  three _voung ~children, who
lived ac_Hitiwerough, Co. 'Down.
He is ‘the eighth RUC man to_be
kiled in the Lurgan area. ~ The
shooting followsd “that of ‘2 Peo-
testant * Derry  businessman on
Weanesday  mght—which, in_turo
was 3 carbon-copy of _another
businessman’s murder 2 month g0
in_the city.

Recent reports that Provisional
IRA “representatives have been
meeting  clergymen to discuss a
ceasefire and that toe Belfast Pro-
visionals in particular are war-
weary, were fnstantly and sharply
denied as “sinister” by Provisional
spokesmen. The shootings of thie
last two days might be seen as a
bratal emphasis of the denfal.

Only reopened



[image: image6.png]resterday morning's attack came
as the security barrier in Lutgan
town centre was opened to traffic.
After the shooting of 3 constable
there lass July the barrier was closed
but reopenca eight wees later be-
cause businessmen complained they
were sulfring from the loss of traf-
fic into the town. This tinte it was
provided with large corrugated
screens on three sides w kelp pro-
tect the police on duty.

Yesterday morning | Inspector
Cobb came to ivspect the security
arrangements_and was _about to
feave, with a youny policeman going
on_ traffic_duty, Whea three men
came’ out of a derelict cafe nearby
and opencd up with  automatic
rifles.

Inspector Cobb died almost tm-
mediately: two  reservists  were
taken ta Cralgavon Hospital and
were describied last night as ll; the
faurth man in the group escaped
unhure. Eye-witncsses said that the
gunmen walked away towards North
Strect. Last night the RUC appealed
for thie person who they sald had
used "the confidential _phone to
Lurgan police to ring again, as they
“mignt have other valuabie infor-
mation.

Meanwhile, police in Derry found
a car with a Dublin rezistration.
belizved to have been used in Wed:
pesday _night's ~murder  of - the
businessman, M r.Peter Hill. co-
owner of a chain of shops i the
city. The_car had been hijacked in
Bistop Street Without und  was
found in Strabanc Old Road.





[image: image7.png]And in Belfast, or. Leonard
Stefaberg, a_businéssman, shot in
the thigh ar his home on the
Antrim Road on Wednesday might,
was_ recovering _yesterday. Mr.

Steinbers is director of & book:
maker’s “chaln.

Condemnztion of the murder of
Inspector Cobb came 'vesterday
from the leader of the UUUM, Mr.
Ernese Baird, from the focal SDLF
former Convention member,  Mr.
Hugh' News, from the Mavor of
Craigavon. Mr. T. H. Creith. apd
from the  local RUC chicl super-
intendent, Jack McConnell, who
sad, thatthere would have 'tobe
a_‘“reassessment of the position
concerning-the securlty barriers in
the town". Lord Melchett, Minister
of State, who was visiting the
arca vesterday called at Lurgan
RUC station to express sympathy.

Later Mr. Harold _McCusker.
Uninnisy MP for Armagh, also con-
demned the shooting, as did the
Catholic Bishop_of Bromore, the
Most Rev. Dr Brooks.

In Derry the Peacé Movement
Put out @ statement describing Mr.
D™ murder as  “the  latest
atrocity” and said that it was hard
to_understand how it cauld be
fustified ““in the name of freedom
or_anything clse’.

In Belfast last night a bomb
hadiy damaged & shop mear
Ardovne on the Crumlin road.
though na‘one was_ Injured, and
four "buses were hijacked and sct
on fire in the north of the citv—
at Limestone Road, Cliftonvilie
Road. York Road and at Mil
Road. Whitchouse.
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[image: image8.png]wae ytar-old English businessman
was killed in Belfast vesterday
when ‘2 gunman ordered him  to
lic on the floor of his office and
then shot him several tmes  in
the back of the he ad. The dead
Man is the sixth such assasination
victim since the Provisional I1RA
began its campaign against promi-
nent members of the  North's
commercial life last summer.

Mr. Donald Robinson, a married
man ‘with 1 family of three, had
lived 'in Northern  Ireland for
almost 20 years and ran the Apex
Ceiling  Company, which  carried
out a number of contracts in' city
business premises.

bree men were involved in the
operation which led to the death
Of 'Mr. Robinson. They drew up
in a brown-coloured car outside
the Apex office in Lawrence Strect,
in the university district of the city
yesterday morning.  Two gunmon
entered  and held staft  and
customers “at_ gunpoint.

One of them ‘then climbed to the
top-fioor office, where Mr. Robin:
son was talking to a_client. Both
men were forced 1o lie face down
on the floor, and then the gunman
fired a_number of shots into the
husinessman’s head, killina him
instantly. ‘The client 'was uninjured,
Al three attackers then made their
escape,

A "Republican Clubs spokesman
later appeaied 1o the Provisional
IRA 10 end what he described as
their utterly futile attacks” on
the Narth's “business "community,
Councillor Bernic McDonagh added
that the campaign servea only 10
Increase " sectarian tension and
wouldcreate further  unemploy-
ment and  misers.





[image: image9.png]she oarc De foolish to pretend that
the Northern business community 1s
unmoved by the present spate of
attacks on its members. But it
would be misleading to suggest that
every " businessman 15 - running
scared. Jt would, in_addition. be a
gross over-simplification todeclare
that businessmen in the North are
taking any  common corporate

As might be expected from a
group swhich contains. representa:
tives of every facet of commercial
e — from the ruggged indivi-
dualist wio created a company with
his bare hands to the third-genera.
tion _eldest son who _naturally
inherited, via the university-trained
professional appointed to the local
branch of the multi-national cor-
poration — businessmen are react.
ingas_any diverse group might
react, in almost every possible way.

Having Jearned a greater or
smailer amount about management,
an carly reaction has often been a
examination of the problem. s thi
2 campaizn? Are people in danger
because they "are 'in  business? 15
there some other link? Or s there
just random. vielences





[image: image10.png]Brovicanst = g Daent N the
Provisional IRA's  campaign of
violence hegan last summer, when
bombs' were planted ' In - the
homes of two prominent_company
directors ta the solidly Protestant
Finaghy housiog ¢state in  sonth
Belfast.

Mr. Williamm Maginess was_un-
burt, but “his home was badly
gamiged In the blast. The second
victim, _ Mr. George  McCarinev,
was 1€ss lucky: hie was shof in the
head and ‘chiest and seriously burt:
several RUC personnel and military
policemen_ were infured when the
bomb _exploded some . time  latcr
without warning, acd the Linuse was
wiedicd.

Some ' mounths before this had
come '3 curious spate of bomd
attacks on wealthy homes In
south and narth of the sity,
may have been @ **dry run
the subsequent campaltn against
businessiwen.  The  Provisionls
admitced responsibifity  for  the
blasts and_explained it the tim
that ~the rich should undcestand
that they werg considered * logit-
mate ‘targets© as Jong as the
British Army continued to raid the
homes of the poor.

Tuwo days after the TFinaghy
incidents, Mr. C. 0. Eaton. tie &
vear-old "produciion_director of a
large bakary i the  Springfield
Roud, west Belfast, was shat in
head a5 he sat in his car outs
the  premises. Mr. Eaton was
killed” instantiv. HC had heen =
member of the Northern Ireland
Police Authority untl the time it
was reconstituted a few days before
his death.
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s shot desd on'the doorsien of
jis. home

The' next killing, and the most
widely publicised to date, took: piace
or February znd when Mr, Jeffrey
Agate, a 38ear-old Englishman,
who fan the large Du Pont petro-
chemical complex. was gunned down
 the gate of Mus home in Derry

Eight days later, Mr. Alastair Mc.
Manus (31), a diréctor of the Ulstor
Shoe Company, was wounded in the
neck, but not seriously, when pun-
men ‘catled to s home in Wellng.
ton' Pack, in the exclusive Malone
Rood residential area of Belfast.
Further 1o ‘the south, shots were
Sred mto the ouse of Sir William
McKinney, CBE, a-memoee of the
Northern ' Ireland  Hospitals  Auth-
ority, who fs also associated with
the Belast Savings Bank.

Then on  February 13th two
vouths pulled up on a_motorcycle
it the upper Antrim Road home
of Mr. Abraham Werbert, a whole:
Saler and 3 well-knows menter
o Belfases  Jewish  community
They fired iirce shots snto_tne
ivingroom and fled: later 3 smalt
bomb was found on the doorstep.
It cxploded, causing some damage
bt s salties.





[image: image12.png]On Fcbruary o3rd 1he. amacks
continued with the killing in Derry
of Mr. Peter Hill (45). 3 husiness.

Snd a serving major in the
ocai Ulster Defence Regiment. On
he Antrim Road, in north Belfast,
anothor Jewish businessman, Ar:
Leonard “Steinberg, was wounded
o the thigh when shots were fired
through s front door. Mr. Steiii-
hcrg, a bookmaker connected with
the 'Stasley chain, is known to
nave  been connccted with _the
Unienist Party 0 a fundraising
capacity_in the past.

Tast Saturday a_retired Newry
wusinessman, Mr. Robert Mitchell
(70), was shot dead in the hail-
wayof his home. On Tucsday Mr.
Walter Whitten, aged 67, was
seriously injured in the head and
chest by gunmen who attacked him
near his home in Portadown, Co.
Armagh. Both Mr. Mitchell and
Mr. - Whitten _wore  JPs and
prominent_ members of .the Orange
Order. The Portadown man's
brother. Mr. Herbert Whitten, was
an Official Unionist MP and mem.
ber of the former Convention

The most recont shooting which
saw the death vesterday of Mr
Donald Rehinson, brings 1o six
the number of victims killed, Faur
others have been wounded in the
attacks.





