John - could you pass this unpublished, as yet, letter to Lord Guthrie? He does not have an email address.
 
jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com
 
25 March 2009

 
Dear Editor,
 
Lord Guthrie argues (Opinion 24 March) that the lesson from Northern Ireland “is that we must tackle extremist ideology as well as violence.”
 
However the reason that war lasted some thirty-five years (and continues), despite over 1,000 security force dead, was precisely because we didn’t. Not a penny or nod of thanks was provided to those who opposed the fake and shallow ideology of Republicanism, in print or argument, and certainly not in any organisational form. 
Instead those who supported the aim of a new or united Ireland (but opposed violence) were feted and honoured. 
 
Rather than tackling extremist ideology, the London establishment gave signal after signal to the IRA that it shared the goal, in their terms of getting shot of Northern Ireland. This obliged the conflict to go on and on as the IRA felt they were going with the grain of a final solution. 
 
The Army and police meanwhile had to resist and hold them back while losing every conceivable political battle on their tactics and methods. The resulting impasse doomed us to endless war. 
 
Governments rigorously maintained a policy of keeping Northern Ireland politically at arms length and thus plainly up for grabs. None the less the people of Britain, despite the sacrifice of their sons, notably failed to back the largely liberal establishment in its desire for extrication from Northern Ireland. 
 
Lord Guthrie adds that “it was the decisive hard power of the Army and security forces that forced the IRA to the negotiating table.” But the IRA was in a corner many times, not least in 1978-9 when Roy Mason was Secretary of State. 
 
Why Sinn Fein and the IRA, from 1995, largely chose politics and power-sharing remains a mystery but they had built up so much military capital it was not unreasonable of them to try and cash some in politically. 
 
The “peace process” it must be remembered is Sinn Fein’s phrase and when concessions conclude the angry youth they cultivate will come to the fore.
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Jeffrey Dudgeon
