[Unanswered – Desmond Curran died in South Africa in 2015]
Our Lady Queen of Africa Catholic Parish 

Box 409 

Khayelitsha 778
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Tel (028) 90664111/ 079 2125 1874

jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

16 November 2009
Dear Father Curran,
You may recall I wrote to you previously and you replied. I enclose a copy of that reply. I later wrote another letter which I enclose again and which you may have chosen not to reply to. It asked a number of questions you might have been able to answer and thus allay some of the developing theories about your sister’s murder.
I don’t wish to hound you or distress you but the occasion of the recent BBC NI television drama made me consider writing again. I enclose some details of that programme and an article in the Belfast Telegraph by Gail Walker which I thought very helpful.

Then a chance meeting last Thursday with Stephen Gordon, the Sunday Life journalist, who came to see you in South Africa, convinced me to write again. He said that, unlike the writer John Linklater (who was part of the defence team), he was unsure of what occurred that night.
As you will know or gather, the programme and earlier books and articles, in the absence of Iain Hay Gordon, are threshing around for another culprit for Patricia’s murder, and have alighted on the only likely candidate who had no alibi. Unfortunately that was your mother who has been horribly slandered on no evidence - only confusion, inconsistency or silence.

A solicitor friend has advised me of another famous Ulster murder trial where the jury foolishly talked about the case when out of the court house resulting in a successful appeal. He notioned that was why the LCJ would not permit the jury refreshments or breaks in the 1953 trial, a fact which was relied on in the 2000 appeal judgment.

One question above those in my earlier letter that I would ask relates to something the TV drama indicated was deeply suspicious and that was that your parents either redecorated your sister’s room or had it redecorated shortly after her death. I wonder was that the case and were you aware of any particular reason for that?
As I said before your, family has been in need of defence counsel themselves, and I think the best way to address that is by, if possible, explaining some of those peripheral yet compelling confusions or inconsistencies.

Yours sincerely

Jeffrey Dudgeon

PAGE  
2

