Ronan Bennett Rebel Heart

BBC proposal

Given that the BBC commissioned and made at the cost of £6m – about 60,000 licence fees, the equivalent of East Belfast’s full whack – a drama from a politically active 1970s, ultra-left, Belfast Republican who being entirely unimaginative about his upbringing, unsurprisingly, produced a lifeless unhistoric script that could be dated precisely to such a 1970s view and person, why does the Corporation not do the unthinkable, something it has never dared even contemplate, and commission a series of programmes that involves a rigorous examination, historically, politically and militarily, from a number of antagonistic and committed people, around and about the 30-year Republican war and the myth of the historic Irish nation that fuelled it and still fuels the successor IRAs, dealing with its source, origins, motor, morality, purpose and effect, and which measures the level of Irish Catholic and Gaelic sectarianism and chauvinism that discreetly drove and still drives, through rage, so much of the bloodlust.

The pool of potential partisan programme makers and mavericks is large and includes: Dennis Kennedy, Ruth Dudley Edwards, Paul Bew, Dean Godson, Eoghan Harris, Jenny McCartney, Jeff Dudgeon, Arthur Aughey, Edna Longley, Maurice Leitch, Kevin Myers, Richard English, Clifford Smyth, Liam Kennedy, Austen Morgan, Graham Walker, Bruce Arnold, Brian Garrett and Steven King.
It could be done but it would have to be conceptualised and perhaps the BBC’s major flaw is that it has never employed commissioners from this pool.
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