Dear Editor,

On Wednesday 4 August 2004, I along with thousands of others were trapped on the MI westwards for nearly three hours, between Belfast and Lisburn, after a crash involving a milk tanker in the motorway section before Sprucefield.

This caused immense distress to many old people, mothers collecting children, and those hoping to attend weddings and funerals or who were missing planes at Dublin airport. Others were simply extremely discommoded by the heat, the fumes, the delay and filling bladders.

When finally one emerged from the hell of the motorway by fighting one’s way on to the roundabout at Lisburn’s junction 6, there was little traffic impeding onward journeys into or through the city. The police who were there, even after three hours of closure, were acting in a desultory and incoherent way, chatting to enquiring motorists while seemingly unaware that people on the M1, uniquely, were experiencing such a horrendously long wait. 

Might I suggest that in future the police give priority to clearing those trapped on the motorway by enabling them to pass through that or other key roundabouts within reasonable timeframes. In simple terms, this means the police blocking all entrances to the roundabout from all other joining roads for appropriately long periods, instead of standing around not knowing what to do.

Health and safety was presumably the reason why the motorway was closed for such an inordinate length of time. I must therefore ask if similar health and safety considerations were taken into account by the PSNI in relation to the thousands of people trapped on the motorway for up to three hours?

This cannot have been the first time that the motorway had to be closed for such a long period though it may have been one of the worst occasions. Motorists have therefore to be advised if there are police contingency plans in existence for such eventualities and whether they involve a better response, as I have outlined, at the key exiting roundabout and the necessity of stopping further cars entering the MI, in this instance at Blacks Road, or earlier, to prevent such a colossal build up of vehicles.

Yours etc

SHATTERED MOTORIST

(Jeffrey Dudgeon

Please withhold name and address.)

